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To the _ ay ES Fx 


ther in God , lames by diuine Prouidence, 
Lord Biſhop of Bathe and Y'Yelles' , Ri- 


chard Ebuzne wiſherh in CEriit Teſs 7elt- 
citie_- externall PR and eternall, 


Þ ethe Cuſtame (Right renerend father in 

©2.| G24)and thatvſual, auncient, and appro-* 

ued ,of ſuchas publiſh tothe worldiheir 

writings, todedicate the ſame to ſoine or 

—— otherperſonage, eminentinthe Church _ 

SES or Comon-weale. What others ofttimes 

©; - - doe, more forfaſhionthen occaſion, for 

fauour then neede thereto amT mouedand cuencompel- 
led by ſome Neceſſitie ; becauſe handling an argument 
ſomewhat rare(for fewe the be thar hauc laboured inthe 
like) and though verie Srofelhls 1 for the, Church of God 
at all times, and in theſe exceeding necc farie, yetnotvery 
pleaſing to ſuch as either by tov much couctoulnes, ortoo. 
little confideration may be carried with ynequalcenſureto 

condemne thatthey like not, orreicR withouriuſt cauſe, 

'tharthey vnderſtand not; Tneede the Patronage oflucha 
one, as by. his authoritie countenancingit, mightſhicldei it 


fromi iniurie, and by his iudgementapprocuing it, detend 
-it fromenuic, 


 Andtothis oarpoſe afte I hadpend this my Tr cof”. 
| the Maintenance of the HMiniFerie , bethinking "-} 
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ſelfe whoa to l might offerit, vpon ſome necel a rie 8& io =. 


Lordſhip, Finlt.in regardofthe very ſubieand nature of 
ofthe worke it ſelfe: which being ſuch,as wholly.concerns 
the Fabrique—(as| may fay)ot the Church, whereot your 
Lor: is a principall vpholder ; and theeftate of the mini= 
ſters in the Church, of which no {mallnumber doe}abour 
(if I may ſo ſpeake)in your vineyard ; ſeemeth properly to 
require ſucha one to vncertake the protection thereof, as 
by his callingand digniticinthe Church, ratherthen the 
common-weal:h, isenabled thervnto. Andrhen inregard 
of my ſeite who haue heretofore employed the ficftandno. 
ſmall part of my miniſtery within your Lordſhips iuriſdic- |} 
tion and Diocefſe; and now againe(by Gods ſpecialpro- 
uidece)called back to finiſh my courſe within the ſame,doe - | 
acknowledge it to bee my duety to reſpetaboue other, as ' 
the vine vader whoſe ſhadowel reft, that ArchiteQ vnder 
 whomand by whomTamſerton worke : anddochopel 
may bee boldeto haue recourſe as a Soldiour tohisowne 
Captaine,ora ſeruant vato his owne Lord, forthe patro- 
nizing of my labours, where my ſelke am entertained. 
Touching the workeit ſelte; The ſcope whervnto I haue 
thereinprincipally , &in maneronely aimed ,isrodeclare 
how neceflarie and conucnientit is, That the eMiniſters of 
the wordinall places, &in cach ſeuerall congregation ſhould 
bee provided of due and competent maintenance, Inexplaining 
whereof 1 haue haue ſhewed, by whom, by what meanes, 
andin what fort, this maintenice ſhouldbe yeelded: with- 
all, againſt ſach asaffeQnew faſhions, and whom nothivg 
pleafeth but what isdetormed by fome innonation, | hauc 
made it apparantthatthe ancient and moſt vſuall practiſe 
of ourlandin this caſe is agreeable tothe word of God, & 
praizcofche moſtauncientandbeſttimes. Such indeed 
ascannotiulty by anicpenſionaricorother like confuſed 


< 
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 DEDICATORIE. 
and rence be betrered aad amended. Where ogr 
raQizedothdigreflc , as beſtthinges ſceldome fland anie 
ng time without ſome- corruption and declination from 
theirintegritie, I hauc in hope of ſowereareſſe partlie noted. 
Itisathipg too manifeſt, that the eſtate of ovr miniſteriear 
this day is not ſuch,that we mayaffirmeof ir, That it & every 
where duly prouided for:8&:that wethataretherin have ro cauſe 
for wantof maintenanceand neceffaries forour lite 19 com- 
plaine_s. Bat contrariwile,howſoeger in many places itis, 
et(God be thanked) Sxci avit owght to bee:yet innotatew, 
b reaſon thatthat courſe which God himſelt hath appoin- 
red, equiticapproucd,and ancientpraRtiſe confirmed,is in- 
terrupted, and not inanic meaſure thereobſcrued, itis ſuch 
as becommeth not the Goſpel of Chriſt -- ſechas nora lit- 
tle hindereth the proſperitie thereof , ina word ſuchas the 
miniſters rhemſclues haue a iuſt cauſeto complaine of, all 
reaſonable men muſtacknowledge needesamendment, & 
it bchoueth thoſe tharare in placeand authority thereyato 
gratiouſly,to hearefarther toconſider of, andipeedily and 
ducly toredrefle. EO SELIG: 14 

Which beeing a worke acceptable tro God, needefuil for 
our Church, profitable and honorable for the whole land, 
will[nodoubt) the more be reſpeRed, andthe ſooner bee 
eftcRed,it it ſhallpleaſe your good Lordſhip,together with 
the reſt of yourbrethren (the moſt reuerend fathers of our 
Church looking accordingtothe experience & wiſedome 
that God hath inriched you withall', intothe cftate of tna- 
nicdifireſſed and impoveriſhed churches within your Tw- 
riſdiions) toopen yourmouthes inthe cauſe of theaf(fli- 
ced,and according tothe power & authority, which God 
hathygiuen you for the benefit & edification of the church, 
indeuour to repairethe1uines, & make vpagainethe brea+ 
chesthereof. -Whereinyou way doe preatferuice tothe 
Ch:much further the Goſpel], as.” 

—_— | 3 L 


THE EPISTLE” _ 
of maniechurches witiin yourſeuerall Dioceſſes 5; which 
-now/(alas)throughvnreafonable cutones, cruelland arg. 
compoſitions, beggerly {typends,ſmall endowments, and * 
non-payement of perſonalltithes, bee in.mannerdeſolate, 
anddoepitticthe hearts of all ſuchas duly regard learning 
andrel:gion,trulyloue &reſpedtthe miniſtersofthe word, 
rightly know whatbecommethrhe houſe of God,andvn. 
fcinedly wiſh the proſperitic ofourZion, toſee howethey 
liecintheduſt. You are the Pillers vpon whom wee doe 
ſtay,the mountaines from whence wedoe looke for kelye, 
and the rockesvader whoſe ſhadowes we truftto be affifted 
and ſheliredagainſttherage and violence of ſuchextremi- 
ties & mileriesas manie of yourchurches are ſubie&@vnto, 
_Andwee hopethatthe loue you beare tolearning,the care 
you haueof the people committedto yourcharges, the 
zeale you carrie ynto the Church of God, ' andtherelpeR 
you haueto ysof the miniſtrie vader you; of whom manie * 
(hauing notinthis plenty and peace wherewith God hath $ 
blefled-Ifrael , wherewith parce & avriter to ſuſtaine their Þ 
lives) are diſcouraged not encouraged, vnablednotena- | 
bledto theworke they ſhould performe , andmade even * 
wearie of their calling , wil/moone you, afterthe Goſpell it 


ſelfenowthroughlyſetled,andthe ſeatsand (chiſmesofour  |Þ 
church nowquieted, as louing fathers,torclieue whatyou 


may,theexternall wants of your children; &as good Cap- 
tains, what lies in you to prouide for the due pay of alt ſuch 
Souldioursasareynderyour bands: that henceforth none 
ofthem(as c6monly yet many are)bee inforced,as it were 
ſtarting outof the camp, toentangle them(clues with the 
affaires ofthis life; butattending wholly the ſeruice where- 
to they arepreſt ey peaſeouthat haue admittedthem, but 
chiefly Chrift 7eſws the high Biſhop of our ſoules ; 8 Primate 
ofthe whole church,that hath called theni tobe ſouldiors. 
 Totunher,and(if Lmay prelumeſo to ſpeake Jasitwere - 
oF 7 | 7 0 


_ 
_ 
% 


- 


to opena way tothis ſo godly, ſo good and neceſſary work, 
I baue, occafionedtherevatoabouec manic, /and which I 
might not with good conſci&ce not proſecute) as the poore 
widow offered my mite,andasa plaine, buta willing hear- 
red workman beſtowedalittlelabour. Which if your good 
Lordſhip , approouing my fincere and religious purpole a- 
boue mineabilitic (which,knowing my ſelfeto be, as from 
my heart I doeacknowledge the meaneſt of athouland, 8& 
moſt ynable of many thouſands to put my hand to ſo girar 
a work, and open my mouth in ſo weightiea cauſe, I freely 
confefſcis very {inall) verchſafe in good part toaccept,; and 
whatſoeuer my defer or handling of thecauſebee,to effec? 
and fanour the cauſe Mſeife, which tor it ſe{fes ſake, delerueth 
all furtherance 5 that ſo whatT hane ſpoken in the behalte 
therecf , becing defended fromthe peruerſe judgement of 
the. ignorant, and iniurie of all , others may bee mouedof 
their abundance to caſt inrichergitts, andas God hath fil+ 
led them,like vnto Bezaleelthe ſonne of Yri,and Ahohabrhe 
ſonne of 4hiſanach, with greater knowledge 8& more plen- 
tic of his ſpirit,to adoine &inlarge whatT haue but rudely 
informed, or may be but ſparely pointed at: youſhall en- 
courage meetoproceedyet whatT may, inthat I haue be- 
gun,tillI ſee it come from ſeedto fruit,and purchaſe both 

the thankſgiuing of many to God for your readinesto this 
workeof the Lord,and the prayers of mee & manicothers 

with me vntothe Almighty for his graces & bleflings both 
 fpirituall &temporall, to be continued andincreaſed vpon 
you. The Lordeleſus vouchſate vntoyou his heauecnly 
gifts,and fo guide you by his holy Spirit,that you may fin- 
_ cerely ſet forth his Goſpel, &lſeeke his glory inthis world, 
& inthe world to come be crowned by him with celeftiall 
andeternallgloric. Amen. he] 

| Torr Loy. ener t0 be commanded inthe. 
_  worke ofthe Lordey, 
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 FotheReader. 


FS Cceprl pray thee { Chriſtian Rea- 
No & der ) in good parte, what preſenc 
Nb [E- £8 vnito thee , togood purpoſs. Ler 
5/3 not my plainenefle dift pleaſe thee, 
E223 which forto profitthee,as the firreſt 
phraſe for an argument of this forms, have more 
then ordinarily affected.In other ſtile might hap- 
pely more better hauepleaſed a few, bur am aſſu- 
red ſhould leſſe have ſariſfed all. Itis thehearers 
dutic thar[ principally teach: neceſſarie therfore [ 
ſhould ſo expreſſe it, thatthey, euen they of mea- 
neſtreach ; and ſ[oweſt capacitie , husbandmen, 
tradeſ-men, artificers,and whoſocuer el{e,might 
fully conceiue me. ' As heereis whereby to direct 
the vnlearned, ſo there wanteth not wherewith 
to exerciſe the learned, whether teacher or hearer. 
 Thoneſhall find his due,th'other his dutie,more 
plainlie taught then hitherto by any. To whom | 
 thisſeemeth notenough , occaſion arlealt is offe- 
_ red, the waythusopened , to periorme more. 
Mine attemprtis no reſtraint of other mens liber- 


tie. Forthe matter, Inothing doubt of thine al- 
"SES OL 


To the Reader. 
ſent in moſt points. 1tin ſome wediſſenr, ſoit be 
not inthe chicfeſt, the marter is not great. Yeelde 
meethele, I hat the Miniſter ought to hane cer» 
taine,ſ#/ficient and liberal maintenance: that theres 
toeuery one of anieabilitie, ought (according ro 
his abilitie,aad of fuch goods as hee hath )ro cons 
ibute : l hatthe beſt meanesroraiſeir, mule 
needes b2 that, which God, Gods church, and all. 
Antiquitie haue, by practiſe, approoned : and for 
theret I will not contende, nor when theſe are 
 duely practiſed(for of chat,queſtionles we come. 
yct farretoo ſhort) any more complaine.. 

Thus hoping,if my labours like chee;zthou woe 
wiſhe to them ſuch ſucceſle as thou perceiueſt-[. 
deſire; ifnot, yetthou wilt affoord methar or- . 
dinarie fauor, __— other men in works of leſle 
moxnear, & inore argument,dor often obcaine,,. 

I wiſh to therasmuch good asthine own hears, 
Gahan aftected, candeſire. 


| ihme_m 4 he Lord A and for the | 
. ferniceof the CharcheL, 


PE. 


ſhe Argument and Summeof che whole Trea- 
| tiſe following, according to toe ( hapters there 
of, which may ſerut in ſicede of a TableJ, . 


| CThe firſt Chapter | 3 | my 156% 5 fa 


He firſt Chapt, as an IntroduQtion ro thewhole, is of the Writer of the Pare * 
cellot Scripture which in this Treatiſe is handled, and of the occaſion why 
it was written, Andiþhercinis chewed: rnlle rae 6 IF 
[; How neceflarie aud fit this kinde cf doArinewas-thep and is novy, 
}, Howc-ntrary min ſters in theſe dayes are oitcatimes Jeali with 


Fo The principall cauſcs ot ſucb ll dealing, 
« The ſecond Chapter | 


weth, That cueryone thatis taughtbythe miniſter, ought (hauing goods) 
Wards his teachers mainteoance to be contributarie, and can from that due- 
y n0 priuiledge,cuſtome, 8c; be gxempt. | 
od doth a(signe and warrant to Miniſters their mainte I 
bey ought ro haucir, firſt and principally in regard of theirlabour.' © .* 
{hick is painefull rothem(elues, profitable to others; © | -; 
For that they doe notintermeddle in other mens labours & Trades of .lfe, 


heir maiatenance cannot without great linnebedenyed them, 
« The third Chapter 
pg a wore ſpecial explication of the hearers duety before in generall ſorts. 


prely (et downe, declarcths ; 
| What this word (Goods) yſed inthe Textdoth fignific, 


Of what forte of g0dsthe minilter mult haue apatt. 


« The fourth-Chapter 


Fatthe right &beſt maner of payment to theminiſter,is, Thathe bepayd 


proper kiad,as nawurally God doth lend it, 


bis part ot cuery thing, 1a its 
aud not by a {et Stipend, 


q The 6fth Chapter 


at toward the Miniſters maintenance, euery man ought to contribute pro» | 
rtic{ably, and not voluntarily onely what enery man vill, - 


atis tolle;able onely in ſomecales, pf. -058 
 venerally or crdiuanly itis cou: te very per tiousand evil}, 


| how 1t might be {omewwhai tuliewabie, | 
+} any WM: The 


q The lixt Chapter: "0 


aw 3 


Tit Mioifter mu't haue ſor his maintenance, notan imagine] competentpey. 
tion onely, Bur ſpecially beſides offerings, the Tithes of allthings, © | 
Which are ftill duc by diuine right; And be of 2ſorts. viz, Predial& Perlond 


C Theſzuenth Chapter 


AAS v9l) Adca 7 I , nth _ 
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Y Eeldcth ſome ſpeciall rezſons , why God youchſafeth to haue (as his one, YL 
ſome partct all mens g00ds, | | '; vn 
Why the Temt., Ws 
Why ſo great a portion, as is Tithes, Offerings, &c, bee hath aſsigned vat 7 

his Minifters. Where the Reader ſhall Ende divers weightie cauſee , why My. 

niſters ought to haue, not a beggerly and ſparing, but ample and liberall man 


tainan.c, 
CThe Eight Chapter | 
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COnteineth Anſweres to divers Objeftions, , © Namely, 

1, Touching the yawotthines of the Miniſter. bi 

2. Theegreatnes of the Tenth, 

3. The wealth of the Minifter, 

4. Cuttome, _ | & Me 

Perſonal Titzes, whichto pay is a benefite, _ 
6. The S:atute of Edu, De Decinus, -” - = 
Why it were to be wiſhed,that for a perpetuall Compoſition about Perſon 

Tithes,the Cu'tome ofthe Citie of London, aboue any other,might, the whe ny 
Land through, bee put 1a prattiie, * 


CThc ninth Chapter 


\y/ Hat comes by laying out our goods vpon worldly vſes, b 
And what, vpon heauen'y and fpirituall yſes, 4 

- low daunger ous an yn Bro table,cuen in reſpeR of their outward and emp! "= 

rall eſtates 11 is, men to be illiberall, -nd — to their Miniiters, _*Þ 
And onthe cther ide, how gratctull ro God,and gainztull to themſelues 7 
bbcrall an4 bouctifull, ; bw 


(] 


(COTp chendeth the Summe an1Concluſioa of the whole diTourſe. 2 
And d:clareth lome moru:s that haue put the Authour of this Treaulew 
hope, That hiz Jabur ſhall not be without ſome ood effect, ww 


Winch God forhis G oſþels ſake vonchſafe , Amtnhe 
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NANCEOF TH E 
Miniſterie. | | 


Gala. 6. 6, " heals G 
Let him that is taught inthe word, make him that teacherh Fees parta- 
|- ker of all hes poods. Be not deceined: "Gods not mocked. For whatſs- 


eHer 4 man nk that ſpall he a!ſo reape. 


CHAP E | 
. 1 Of the Writer of this parcell of Scripture S andthe occaſi on owhyi FT; 


Was written. 


2. How neceſſary and fit this kinde of doftvine was then,and is now. 


3. H = contrary therunts Aiefers\ in _ daies are oft times acalt 
wit 


| 4: The principal canſes of (3 ach 1/4 dealing. 


His parccitof Scripture (as the 

dT e&f=/|| words themſclues doe plainly c- 
SEY {0 3] nough toeuery mans vnderſtan- 
LAS {ding declare) is an inftruftion or 

{ direQtion vnto all Chriſtians,tea- 

ching them how they ought to 
|] deale with- their Miniſters ton- 
| ching their maintenance: thatſo 
| they benot diſcouraged , but in- 
| couraged to labour painfully and 
profitably among them in the 
+ ...- wordand doftrine. It doth con- 
tain dive oripeiria rts:that is, firſt a Precept, ſecondly a Com- 
panation;and thirJly a — firlt a a RE" 'x 
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| thelewords, Ler bimthat is ta 


Miniſters themſelues haue receiued (I am perſ\vaded) morchur 


iznorance thereof, then poſlibly t 


T he maintenance of the Miniſterie, 'v 
ught,&0.'2,"ACommination,inthe | 

er of the 7.verle, Benot dertined : God iter mocked, Þ 
- The Confirmation,/inthe latter member of. that verlc > for. || 
whatſoeutr a man ſoweth;thit alſo ſhall hereape. The rl. of theſe | 
ſheweth briefly every mans dutien thisbehalfe. econdis © 
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an anſwereto all ſuch cauils and obicions,as cither vngodly or Þ 


vnwilling people vſe to pretend ahd/ make for cxcule of their 
careleſhcs and neglect of that dutie;” The thifd, by an argument 8 
and reaſon taken partly from the profit and good that ſhall ariſe 

and redound by thedue performance of this dutie, toall that 
carefully obſcrue it: partly (for that alſo is implied)from the dif * 


profit and hurt that doth and will befall them that be careleſſe | G 


and backward inthe praQtiſe thereof, confirmeth whatſocuer in 
the former is taught. ad | 
Tothe opening of the words themſclues before I do come, | 
it wil not be amitle to conlider alicle,Firft of the writerof them, * 
who it was : then ſecondly of the occaſion that might moue him *' 
thus to write,what it was, ; 
The writer hereof (as the title or inſcription 'of the Epiſtle | 
ſhewes)was the Apoſtle S. Pawl.He being the teacher of this doc- 
trine, the proclaimer of thisprecept; who was, as the Apoſtle of * 
Teſws Chriſt, fo that Apoltle which laboured more then any of . 
thereſt, and did in ſundry gifts excell them all: hee (I fay) tea- 
ching this kinde of doctrine, which he doth not here aloneybut 


almoſt in cuery Epiſtle,as 1.Cor.g.1.Tkeſſ.5. 1.7im,z.&c.his ex- 
ample and doing therein doth ſufficiently ſhewevs; thatitisa v8 


kinde of dorine, As requiſite and neceſſary for the Church 
God,andto be publiſhed and taught abroad: So, wellbeſeemin 
the grauitie of a Preacher in the Church, & befitting themoutl 
of the Miniſter of God inthe Pulpit.” It is a kinde of doctrine, I 
am not ignorant, as ſeldome, in theſe dayes' handledand dealt © 
withall as. any:vpon doubt itſeemeth,leaſt people take occalion 
thereby,to deride themthat vtter it, as ſpeaking forthemſclues, : 

andtaxc themas delirous of filthy ſucre, ratherthen reſeR ai 
the truth, or obeyitas is meete, But by this kinde of ſilence thi 
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ten poſſibly they could by ſpeaking : and the Church hathin- 
curred moredetriment, and th Goſpel morthiodrancebir che 

ey could: prejudice: or re- | 
proach, | 


Pe 


= hitherto,by many badly learned,and worſe-pratiſed, To encou- 
| rage and imbolden them hereunto, they haue many examples: 
| as of old the Prophet 2alachy, who ch. 3, handles it of purpoſe, 
= reprouing harply the people of his time, for not performing, 
& as they ſhould,thisdutic towards the Lord himlclf,& the ſonnes 
®Z of Aarosthe Lords Miniſters, Then our Sauiour himſelfe, who 


© atloone ascuer heſentabroad his Apoſtles to preach,preſcribeth 


& them what order to obſerue for-their maintenance, and ſhewet | 
© chemwich whatright they mightdemaund,&receiue the fame; 
& Bu ſpccuallychis qur Apoſtle ; who inrreating thereof, both of: 
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4 | 
cciued with elſe preiugice then from 


ſome other it mighthau, 
beene:and being contrary to that himſelfe oft times did pr Qi 

did plainely ſhew, That in this his dottrme' he did refpe&the 
good of the Church and gloric of God, which he knew (wharſo- 
eucr his praQtiſewas) were ordivurily chis way and inthisfortto 


be furthered: and, That his doing and example wasno'necellary | 
rule,and therefore ought not to binde others; as which waspe- | 


culiar to him, not common toall, who gexerally mult liue /cgs- 


bus nonexemplis by lawes not by examples, and praQtiſe erdinarity 


according as of God we ate all taught:and not.as,without Com- 
maundement,and without neceffitic,ypon fomefingular andex- 


traordinary rel; peR,ſome few doe. 


The occalion that mooued the apoſtle to write this doc- 


trine,was no doubt, the care of the Church. - 1. Hedidſeecuen 
then, thatthe hearcrs ofthe woxd*began to be weary of weldo- 
ing,andto be negligent andſacke m miniftring theirtemporall 
thingsto their teachers,which beſtowed on them ſpirituall: lea 


uing them deſtitute and vnprouided,whom they ought chiefly 


to maintaine: which he knew well could not but turne tothe 
greathindrance of the Goſpell, and preiudice of their ſoules: 2; 
He didalfo forcſce,That in the agesto comecuen as itis cometo 
paſle in theſe our daies, people would againe' be ar the' fame 


point, little regarding their miniſters ſo they mightenrichthem- 


ſclues, and be better contentto be vntaught, then at charge (as 
they account it) for teaching. Atdfiteckit to meet withtheſc 
cuills, to beat downe ſucherrour and miſchiefe betimes, andto 
to arme, vs therc-againlt, 'as was fitte and necefſary, he'wrote 
thus. 4 RT by , £4 

Nowlooke what occaſion S.Paul had to write and publiſh this 
dodrineatthe firſt; the fame, if not greater, is offered nowa- 
gaincto vrgeand vtter it. Time was, when people thoughtno- 
thingtoo much forthe miniſter, but coult even finden their 
hearts with the Galathias,Cap.4.1 5 .1f it were potſible,to hae placket 


out therr owne etes,todothem g00d - They offered tothe Church 


inſuch abundance, thatthcre was ratheran excetſe then want: 
forthey did accountthoſe their beſtemployed goods tharwent 
toſuchvſcs.Inſomuth that as Moſer, Exod. 36.'6: was falheto 


| makeproclamation thorough the hoaſt, That noe /hoxld brig 


any mere ſtxffe tor the work ofthe Tabernacle, there was already 
cnough 
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The Maintenance of the Miniſterie. 5 Chap.i> 
cnough and to ſpare : ſo theem PR Iuftinianand ſome other Cod.lib.t, © 
princes were inforced tomake lawes of reſtraint againſt the ex- 71. 5./eg.16. 
ceſſive liberality vnto churches.Yea'the Popes themſelues made - 

ſome Canons to that purpoſe, Thoſe daics arenow palt,the caſe is 

altcred;and the matter turned cleane vplidedowne. It is now be- 

come a time not offerend: , but anferends, not atimetoofferand See alſo our 
give to the Church, but to auferre and take from it. Euery man,in owne ſtatutes 
maner,cuen beſtudies himſelfe how topull from the miniſtery of Aort- 
that he neuer gaue : & though it henocharge nor colt of theirs, 254%7c. 
yetthink ita] too much that it hath.Henceit is,that in many pla- 

ces of the land; the Churches arc {o gliebd and gelded;that more 

then the better halfe of their right and inheritance is transferred 

vnto new owners: and in places nota tew,the whole ; only a beg- 

gerly not a ſcholerly, a miſerablenota' miniſterlike ſtipend re- 

ſerued. And they 1nto whoſe hands theſe rhings arefallen (a 

thing to be wondered and lamented) makelſo litthe care or con- 

ſcience thereof, that among anhundred ishardly founde one, 

that vppon conſcience of what he holds (the Churches right) 

or loue and zeale to the Goſpell, orre{ſpet to the mini ſtery 

thereof, or compaſlion vppon the ſoules of the people, which 

(their miniſters maintenance kept away) both liue and die as'A Chriſtian 
ſheepe withouta ſheepheard, hath reſtored any partethereof to motion. 
the Church from which itis taken: but among a thouſand, nay 

among them all(fo farre as I know) not one;that hath in all' this 

time ofthe Goſpell,reendowed one Churchof many, and reſto- 

red the fpoiles thereof. Hence it1s, that many Patrons of -be- 

nefices forgetting their namesand titles,that is,thatthey be but 

Patroni, defenders and keepers of their Churches, not Prop»;- 
etary,owners and inheritors,doe pronue /atrones, tobbers there- 

of ; for mony ſelling them; and by conſequenee'cnen the ſoules 

of men, to the'very diuelt of hell; as das did Chrift tothe 

Scribes and Phariſies. Some cotiveying the gleib or temporalt-' 

tics of the Church to their owne polſleſſion: Others cunningly 

reſcrumg their owne tithes: & ita word, the moſt part of them 
(yveathough they hauealready thefattand beſt thereof )not wil- 


ling to beſtow bur the ſcraps and fragments freely : Toſuch an 


height is Sacriledge and Simonie growne z one way orother, 
making ofthatwhich is or ſhould be beneficinmecclefieabenefice 
for the Church, a benefite to themſelues, little regarding:the 

B 3 while 
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while how the, people are prouided for, 'and whom they -pre- 


4 
i - - 
Vie. 


ferre, ſothey may come to a good Market, Belides thoſe mil- 
chiefes;the peoplethatarcto pay the miniſter his due,makelitle 


or no conſcience how they doit. Many count it-not as Gods 


parte, but reckon it asa priuate right to this and that man: and 


as they be affected to the party that is to recciue, ſo are they 


more or lefſe willing to giue; as if it were left vnto their power 


- tolimitcach man his portion, and the miniſters due were to be 


-_ 


laid out by cucry mans arbitremEt,according to his ſuppoſed de- 
ſerts, and not according to therule of God, and right of the 


Church. Many account ita vertue to pare away. what they can. 
from the miniſters part, and hold itwiſedomeand welldone, to 


getall things done by himatas lowea rate as may be. They 


thinke they haue done the office of good pariſhioners, if{to ſha-- 
dow their couctouſnes or malice, with the colour of iuſtice) 


they can deuiſe any ſhift and quirke in law how todebarre(Lwill 
not ſay defraud) the miniſter of any due, and bring him to that 


ſtate, that he muſt crouch tothem for a peece of bread, and not 


be incouraged by them to his office : caring little though he do 


nothis office as he ſhould, ſo they may deale with him for his: 
-.dueas they would, ——— oro) 
By allwhich and other like meanes, too long here to recite, 


miſerable verily isthe eſtate bothofminiſter and people in ma- 
ny places. The people are not taught as they ſhould be,but liue 
ſill in blindnes and crrour,in ignorance and ſuperſtition, to the 


nolittle preiudiceand ſlaunder of the Golpell, diſhonor.of God, 


and the exceeding hazard of their ſoules. They have ,mini- 
ſters rather in name then-indeede. And as the pocts faine of their 


T antalus inthe waters, in the mid(t of allabundance and plenty. . 

of the word round about them, they remaine needy enough; as. 

fedrather with the light of the Goſpel then the ſubſtance, , and. 
Do taſted of it indeede. The- 


having heard of it rather byfame,then taſted of it ind AC 
miniſters themſclues are many where diſabled to dotheir. duty; 


and becing but weake and meane of themſclues {for. ſuch be. 


commonly thruſt into ſuch placry) are made moreweakeand c- 
uen vtterly vnapt,for want of meanesto further & enable them : 


whereby being giuen to Idlenes and neglect of dutie, they are: 


confirmed thercin:or being hetter diſpoled,by meere necellitic, 


are inforcedthereto ; leaſt clic they either ſhame themaſclues,, or 


ſinke 


, "rem 
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T he mainteinance of the Miniſterie, 7 Chap.t. 3 
ſinke vnderthe burthen. .. TI 3 
Whence theſe cuilleshaue, and do ſpring; if we conſider, I 
cannot (= other, butthart itis principally fromtheſe 2. or 3,pc- 
rillous roots:namely fr{t from the roote of all euill, thatis from 
Couctouſnes,ſecondly from contempt of the cat nd third- 
ly from very ignorance. For,to ſpeake nothing of the time paſt, 
couetouſnes it'is, that makes facrilegious patrons at: this day, 
daily to-make marchandize of haly things,not their own:to rob 
and ſpoile their Churches, and into them to thrult (for deſire of 
gaine)fuch asare not tothe ſaluatis butthe perdition of the peo- 
ple. And couetouſnes principally it is,thatfo blindeth and hard- 
neth many of the people, that they neither do, nor will vader- 
ſtand when they Some open wrong tothe Church of God, 
and manifeſtly abuſe the miniſters thereof. FE 
The ſecond caulc I take to be the very contempt of the 
Goſpell;adifcale too commen in all places. There is notthat loue 
andeſtimation of the word, nor that delire of the preaching 
thereof, that ſhould be in people. \Few they be that account the 
very fcete of them that bring the glad tidings of faluation vnto/ Rom.xe.15. 


them beantifull, or that receiue the preacher thereof as the Ga/a- G3l.4-4- 
uc.in, 


| thiansdid Paul,cuen as an Angell of God:that eſteeme the word as Plal.119.& 


= the vetrerpartewith Xarie:and finde itas did Danid,dearer totheir 
| ſeules then thouſands of golde and filuer,or ſweeter totherr taſt then ho- 
== meand the honie combe. For then it could not be, but that as that 
' wiſe merchant inthe Gofpell, hauing found one pretious pearle, Math, r 3.45. 
| ſold all thathe had and bought it; ſothey would, for loueto the 
| word,fpare no colt,and {tand-at no charge: and as Lidia, AR.16. 
15. hauing receyued thefaith,conſtrained and euen atliiured Par! 
and all his companie, to accept of entertainementather hands ;ſo 
they would rather enforce vppon the miniſters ofthe Goſpell, 
more then their due; that they might encourage them to their 
worke,then debarre them ofany thing that istheir owne;the rea- 
dy way to-make them wearie of all. He that is hungry wilbuy him 
foode how deare ſocuer it be: he that is ficke,will haue phylicke 
what cuer it coſt him : he that loues play,will ſpend many times 
thathecan ill ſpare: Andi men hungred after the Goſpcll as for 
the bread of life and counted the preaching thereof the only 
phylicke forthe ſoule: it they tooke almuch delight therein as 
many do in vanities z it could not be, butthatthey would be - 
ready 


I ge 


.$ The 1 aintenance ofthe Miniſterie, © 
rcady toimploy their goods for the one as for the' other : and 
not pinch at expenſes for this, being” lauith and prodtgall for 
thoſ: : nor count euen nothing too much for this v{c,and foure 
or ue times aſmuch but little for vſcs much worle, and lefle ne- 
cellary a great deale. We hauc had the Goſpell long,cuenſo long 
till wee arewearie of it in a manner., as the lewes were of Afanna. 
| The continuance hath not, as it ſhould,increaſedour content 8& 
delight therein, we taſting more and morethe ſweetnes thereof; 
but bred rather contempt.Els it were not poſſible, but we ſhould 
entertaine it with better affection, and maintaine the miniſterie 
thereof with greater contentation:notſuffering and ſeeing them 
towant, whoſe labours yeeld vs moſt benefit : nor enuying or 
begrudging them neceſſaries , without whom we ſhould bein 
extreame and miſerable penury. ho N OTA 9 OEE 
The third caule of theſe euils, is very ignorance, grolle ig- 
norance: wherewith many being blinded (as I haue already laid, 
and ſhall hereafter more ſhew) do ſinne in this behalfe; and not 
knowing that they ſinne, continue in it without remorſe, thin- 
king they performetheir dutic at full, when (God knows) they 
| beveryfarrefromir. 4s 258k 
| Toremedie theſe miſchiefes, I ſee no readier nor better way 
 forſuchas beminiſters, for ſuch I fay as bee inthe miniſtery, 
then tollowing the plotlaid out before them by this our apoſtle. 
S.Paul,To teach & ſetabroad this kind of dorine morevſually 
&largely,which long hath lien as it were buried in lilence & ob- 
livion: that ſo'the Goſpell beeing now replanted amongſt vs, 
men may, after other doArines more neceſſary to ſaluation, 
learnealfo the way how to maintaine and continue the Goſpell; 
the wrongs and oppreſſions hitherto done tothe Church, and - 
with much patience endured,may atlength ſomewhat be righ- 
ted,and the world henceforth begin to be aſhamed of the Simo- 
ny,facriledge,and other like abhominations, whereby it hath hi- 
therto,cuen inthetime of this cleare li ght of the Golpell; made 
hauocke of our churches. '  IBO8 


Th: Maintenance ofthe Minifterte, | 9 Chap.s, © 
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That exery one that is taught inthe word,ought { hauing goods ) toward 

bis teachers mainteuance be. contributarie, A 
And can from that autze by x0 priueledge,cuſtome, &-c.be exennt. 

"X God doth affigneand warrant to them their maintenance. 

== 7h 5 04 oht to hane it, principally inregard of their laborer, which is 

—=  painefullts them/elues,profitable to others. * 

XX Andtherefore cannot without great ſrnne be denied them. ry 

"X lo, for that they do not intermedale in other mens labors and trades 

— of 6fe. | | | 

& #8 Verſc. 6. - 


} | Lethimthat i; taught inthe word, - make hins that teacheth him parta= 
| ker oof allhis gooas. 


Auing ſpoken ſuftictently of the writer and occaſion of the 
words,I come now to the words themſclues, and firſt tothe 
precept or commandement,ver. 6. In which(as the ſpeciall 
| branches ; rs Wo more particularly be obſerucd, agreeable 
2X vatoour purpole,theſe 3.things.Firit the perſons commaunded, 
& who they be that muſt contributevato the miniſter,viz Hee, e- 
| Ucty One that u taught inthe word. 2, therealon or caule why he 
| muſtdoit: and that is, becauſc he # taught ; becauſe the miniſter 
*X# dothteach him,forthe Labourer is worthy of his hire. Thethird 
== is,what he muſt impart vato him;namely a parte of all bis goods. 
2X _1 Concerning the perſons, that muſt contribute, conferring 
XZ thcſc fir{t words of the precept, Lethim that is taughtwith the later 
of the ſameverle, viz.xake hins pertaker,cc. we may gather cui- 
dently , That all-and euery perſon whatſocuer, 'which beinga 
hearcr of the word doth owe and poilcile; to his owne pro 
vic any kinde of goods whatſocuer,is liable to this pay, ſubic&- 
to this precept,& within compatlc(4f I may lo ſpeake) of this ſta- 
tute and law of God. This {tatute and commaundement, I ſay, ' 
reacheth vnto all & ſingular pariſhioners,as we tearme them,yea 
to all hcarers of the word whoſocuer both rich and poore,yong 
and old, maricd and vnmaried, houſekeeper or not, mai _—_ 
($ | ICT» 


= 


19 The Maintenance of the Minifleries 
feruant, merchant and mariner, officer an artificer, tr; eſman_ 
and husbandman, towneſman and countryman,. or whoſocuer 
cls by profeſſion he be;they all and every of them, being hearerg 


of the word, and owners or polletſors of any kinde of goods 3 
 whatſocuer,ate lyable to this courſc,payableto this Penpekeceed = 
muſt contribute more or lefſe, according to their ſcuerall abili. | 

tics,to their teacher, As they haue a bencfit by him in (pirituall 
things,ſo muſt he by them in things temporall. This may plain- 
ly appcare vnto vs by the words of the Apoſtle, in that he doth 
ſet downe the precept in the ſingular number,” Forwhenas he ? 
doth not lay, Let thera that, @c. but let him that x5 targht, &c.he © 
declareth maniteſtly that the precept extends to cuery one in 
particular. No one is or can be exempted from this dutie, butis 
neccllarily to be charged therewith. He onely is cxcepted,which 
pollefleth no kinde of goods, hath nothing proper to-himſelfe, 
deales not (as we (ay) for himſelfeany way, but liuesaltogether 


cither vnder or by others, as children, prentizes, &c. whichare . 


yet wholly vnder the tutele, keeping, & finding of parents, mai- 
tters,and other like: orſuch as be extreame poore, and ſo doe 
live, not by their owne goods, but by the goods and almes of 0- 
ther men. Thisprecept is very like vntothat law,which God of 
old had by Meſes giuen vnto his people Iſrael,as appearcth,Zxo. 
28. 1;5.in theſe words, None ſhall appeare before the Lord emptie;and 
1s both repeated & explaned ,Denr. 16, 17. thus: Eerie man ſhall 
ine according tothe gift of his hand, & arcording to the bleſſing of the 
Lera thy Godywhich he hath gizen thee. That i 8,cuery man ſhal giue 
according to his abilitie_ more or lefſe: the rich man ſhall give 
according to his riches, a great& liberall portion, and the POOe 
rcr ſort of his tenuitie a little alſo,cuery man ſomething:None 
Jball comewithout any thing at all. Like to this was the lawe of 
tirhes, vnto which eucry man was ſubieR that polletled oughe. 
Gs 7 was "_ nd __ muſt be paide vnto the:Lord, 
WNETciocuerand with whomſocuer it was to be founde:as apyeas 
«th, N«»b.t8.and otherwhere. Y $47 


. Wherevnto we may finde the praQtize both of the Iewes in 
time of thelaw, and of Chriſtians afivell in the infancie as flou- 
riſhing eſtate ofthe Goſpel,to haue bene very coſonant, as: may. 
appcare ſuthcicntly for the one , by the hyſtorie of that poore | 
Wigowe , Z#c.:21, who offercd, of her penurie, ſomewhat into 


the 


*, 


* 
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the treaſuric of God, aiwell as did the rich and wealthy much, of _ 2 
their abundance and ſuperfluitics. And yet neither is ſhe blamed þ 
- by our Sauiour,as doing more then her dutie,morethen ſhe nee- 
ded, but highly commended as dooing her duetic, and but her 
ductic, cheerefuky and hberally : nor arc the prieſts that receiued 
the offrings, reprehended for raking an olferitg of a widow ſo 
EX poorc, thcmſclues hbecing rich: And by the words ofthe Phari- 
*X ley, Lx.18.12.who(ſpeaking no doubt according to the generall 
XX practiſe of al)prote(teth,That he gaze tithe of al that he did poſſeſſe. 
3 whercto accordeth our Sauiour, Afath. 23. 23. acknowledging 
2 for them,Thattithed eyen the very mint and ann; Rue, and Cum- 
= min,et ome olus, and cuery other herbe ; and laying , That they 
| howſocuer they oughr to haue done alſo greater things, yet 
= tholc they oughtnotto haue left vndone, _ IT 
7 As for thetimes of the Goſpell, 42, 2.45. we read, how the 
= Churchat firſt, being nototherwiſe prouided for,Ss menie as had, 
== either poſſeſſions or goods, that is, ca lands offmoucables, (for 


= ſo the wordes inthe iudgement of learned interpreters doe lig- 
= nific)/o/dthem, & laid downe the price at the Apotles feete,that thece 
= d:ftr1bation might be made t9 ewerie wan, y_—_ and rich;hearer & 


= teacher, according as he had neede. Ando cuery man that was 
& taughrin the word,did that way,make him that taught him,par- 
E zaker with him of all bis goods. Fr : 

* TheGoſpell once throughly planted, and,by the coucriion of 
Conftantine and other Emperours and Kings vnto the faith of 
Chriſt, ſctled in peace, this law was more generally and fully as 
practized, ſo eſtabliſhed and confirmed. For vpon due notice. 
and conlideration thereof, cuen then vniuerſally inall nations, 

FX kinggomes and countries that had recciued the faith, landes 

=. were giren and conſecrated, and tithes reſtored to the Church' in 

ſuch a generall , vniforme, godly and goodly fort, both forthe 

{ maner & the meaſure thereof, as is yet admirable to as many as 

| notecither theaQion then,or the diſpoſition of people now.To 

> which courſe,how had it beene poſſible euer people could fo ge- 

| nerally,ſo-vniformely,and ſo readily have beene drawne,vnletle 

Chriſtians then with one minde and one mouth had ac- 
knowledged this dodtrine here taughtthem by the Apollle,viz. © 

That it was exerie man; ductie to make his miniSter partaker of all his 
Foods,and thereupon conſented, as it were by diuine inf} r= in 


Te MHaimtenance of the Minifterit, 


Thatfor the better ſuccelle of the Goſpellthen,and auoydingof | 
contentions in time to come, ſuch courſe ſhould be taken ag _ 


mizht once foreucr yeeld & ſettle it to the Church..Somemay' - © 


happily thinke, That the Church got theſe thinges intime ofs | 
blindnes and popery,when men In {uperſtrtious zcale, did they» _ 
| knewnotwhat:butl am fo farre from their opinion,thatI allure! . | 
my ſelfe, and with great probabilitic can gather and make de 
monſtration, That thoſe things which are the Churches inright, | 
and properly bclwng to the maintenance of her miniſters, were! 


- 


all graunted and eſtabliſhedin their largeſt, belt, and vprighteſt- 
"forme, before popery was planted, cnen in the pureſtand moſt! 
 fouriſhingtime of the Goſpell; and that in time of Popery little: 
was added thereunto, but rather much thereof was then, and: © 
thereby, taken from the Church: Andam.readie to/prooue andi 
ſhew, Thatthe very forme it ſclfe dooth plainely and plenti- 
fully argue truc zealc, great piety & much wiſedomewith found 
knowledge,and not blind zcalc and foolifh fuperitition, to haue+ 
beene the founders thereof. Butof theſe,more hereafter, - : '/ 
The doctrine and fenſe of the words becing thus laid downe;, 
it (hal not bee amitle now to con{ider ſomewhat withall of ſuch» 
motiwes as the words them fclues may farther affoord , wherby! 
to mouc cuery man tothe carctul and due performance of this: 


ducty.To which purpoſe ztfurthereth much,As we hauealready« 'M 


feenc,v ho and what perfons are commaunded, $0 to conſider Xt 
likewiſe, who it ts thatthus commanndeth : For that,tn any law! ®? 
and precept,is a matrer of moment, and ſpecially reſpe&ted. All 
ſcripture is by diuine infpiration,and hath not man but God the: 
author thereof.It isnot therefore Paul but the Lord aboue,not- 
man but God that maketh thislave, The perſon is ſuchas bath 
authorithy to commaund & power to com pell:fuch asof whoſe: 


luſtice indecrecingandequity in preſcribing, withoutextreame: Þ 


Impicty none may doubt. Such conſideration. of the perſon: | 
commanding may {crue vs to diuersvfes & inſtructions, For, :: 14. 1 
Firſt it doothwell confirme that already fayd touching the” 

perſons thatmult pay, ſhewing : That ſeeing - God requireth: 
this ducty of cucry man that isa hearer of the word , therefore) 
from performance thereof no man can bee fice and exempt; 
For who can diſcharge aman from obedience to God? As:for”® - : 
the lawesthat men doo make, becing but mcere humane or | 
Eh | | dinances, 
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| dinances, ciuil conſtitutions, they that make them, may re- © © ©: 

k . | d : . ve SER 
| yvoake them z Or EXCC tand exemptfrom the penalty of them 2, #+ "A 


whom they will: or a higher power may diſpenſe therewith:bur ' 

| what man may revoake thatwith God doothenaQ? or diſpenſe + 

| with thoſe whom God doth bind? Itisaruled cafe amonglt Di- 

| vines, graunted cucn” in tinge of greateſt ignorance , that 

| again{t Gods law; no diſpenſationor decree of man can hold: & 

 ſhal wee thinke or practize otherwiſe in our greateſt knowledg? 

| Who can giue thee power or leaue to.commitmurther or adal- 

| tery, to breake the fabboth, or diſhonour thy parents; to ſcale, 

| to opprelſc,&c. or makeit how dooeſt any' of thefe things, 

| that it ſhal not bee (inne vnto thee? neither'can atty man giue 

| thee power to breake this lawof God ,'or acquie thee of (inne, 

RE it cthoudooe(t breake 1t. Let men pretend cuſtome , lycence, 

XX diſpenfation,pardon,priuiledge,or whatfocuer els of like nature 

XX ia this bebalfe,itheips not.” For as. in the Law it is. a 7/axime, 

| Nullums tempus occurrit Repi, Againſt the king, Preſcription of 

| time holds not : ſo in Diuinity is this another, Neque Tempas, 

XX neque conſuetudo,&c. Neithertime,nor cuſtoms, nor priuiledge, 

ME 8. can bee a barre againſt God: Men may atwel fay, That by- 

* cuſtome, by licence;by priueledge,&c.they may bee difcharged: 

| from ſeruing of God, and having any Churchzany Sacraments, 

| any publike ſeruice, and ſo any rehigionamongſt them.. For 

| doubtletle fo farre and ſo long as they are bound tohonorand* 

| ferue God -publikely , to haue-the Sacraments adminiſtred 

' amongſtthem orderly, to haue the ward preached vnto them 

| effcctually; fo long and lo farre are they and eucryone of them: - 

| bound neceſſarily wre dino, by the expretle Law of God ,, by 

| rhcternal and inuiolable 'decreeof the higheſt, whoſe law'is 

' furcrthen that of the Adeder and Perfiar withraltereth not; to 

' contribute and yeeldea parr of their goods toward the mainte- 

nance & continuance, the vie and exerciſe of that Religion,and 

Miniſtery among them. Which whoſo negleReth and refufeth 

to doo, hee dooth thereby, ſo farre as lyesin him, hinder the 

ſcruice of God, ſhutvp the Church doores, androotc out fron 

among them- the Miniſtery of the Church of God,by which: 

alone thoſe things can bee and arcto bee performed, 
Secondly, it ſheweth vnto vs the -<quity of the law. God 

being the law maker , this law mult A bee moſt __ {-n6: 
> "= | | "+4 


14 


 derathingwiſcly and excellently ,if not wiſedome it ſelfe ? Shal 


any king or potentate,can hauc greater right or better intereſt | 


*  Hecauſcheehathitnot from manburtfrom God , and holds in” } 


T he Maintenance of the Miniſterie. " 
and iuſt, For who ſhould make a iuſt lawe, if not luſtice it ſelfe?2_ : 
decreethat which is equal and right, ifnotcquitie it ſelfe?: or or., 


nat the Indge of all the world doc right ? Genel. 18. 25. Rom, 3-5. 

_  Thirdly,itwarrantethynto the miniſters themſelues , | their 
right&ritle totheir maintenance. God commanding the pev-/ 
ple to pay, doth allow them to receiue that which is their duc, 
And therefore they may lavvtully and with good conſcience; 
take it, bee it much or little 3 as their owne ; becauſe God, who 
hath authoriticouer all , and whoſe is: the carth &all therein, 
hathaſſigned ityntothem. They challenge not their mainte>,. 
nance by warrant of mans law onely, or oncly by the rule of 
equitic , but alſo 5wre dinino, by the law of God, who as hee made ® 
lawes forthe Prieſts & Leuits that ſerued at the altar in the time - * 
ofthe law : ſo hath for his miniſters inthe time of the Goſpell, 
Which thing this our Apoſtle plainly teſtifieth, 1. Cormnr.g. 13. . Þ 
where he telleth vs, That as by Gods ordinance, They which mi- 
niftred about holie things did eate of the things of the Temple: and they, © 
which waited at the altar , were partahers with the altar : So alſo hath 
the Lord ordained*for the time: of the Goſpel, that they which © 3 
preach the Goſpel ſhould line of the Goſpel. Wherefore if at any time © 
chey preaching the Goſpell, haue not thereof whereon conue-! #7 
niently to liue, it is not becauſe God hath not allowed & allotted 
them ſufficient for their labour, but becauſe men iniuriouſly 8&_ ® 
wickedly withhold from them one vvay or other,that whichis * 
indeede their due, This ſhould aduiſe men to make conſcience 
hovy they dealewith the miniſter, ſeeing it is God that hath 
interelled him to thatwhereby hee is toliue. For they cannot ' 
debarre him of his due, or defraud him of any part of his right, 
without arr open breache of Gods lawe, and manifeſt infringing  ? 
of diuine ordinance. Were it not great iniury and ſinnetodenie ©* 
anoblc mans ſeruant, orwithhold fromgone of the Kinges offi- | | 
cers ,thereuenues,the lands,the penſion, or other maintenance 
which his Lord and Maiſter hath out of his landes,8 polſcitions | Þ 
lawfully given him? Butno noble mans ſeruant, no officer of * 3 


vatoany lands,reuenues,penſion,or other incomme giuen him |} 
by his Maiſter, then the miniſter hath to that with is his due, | | 


4 


right” ; 


| Tight of the trueſt and higheſt 'owner,, the Zord of all, In the 
| Jaw of God there is a curſe again{t him that remoonerh his neiph- 
| bours lindmarke,which his fore-elders had ſet: Dext.27. 17. If he 
|. bee accurlcd, that remooueth the: bounds that men haue laid 
{ out, is not hee nigh vnto curſing, and in daunger of Gods 
-great indignation; that remooueth the bounds of the Church, 
and altcreth the rightof the miniſter, which the father of vs 
all, hath for many generations paſt, fixed to ſtand foreuer? 
hat i; This is the principalfreaſon why euery man ſhould 
oh; C P3y Of his goods tothe miniſter, namely ( whichl1 
OS Jobſcrucd to be the ſecondbranch ofthe firſt gene- 
ral part of this verſe) Becauſe hee is raught im the werde by the mi- 
miſter, The miniſter dooth teach the word andreligion of God, 
and ſo mniſtreth to his hearer the food of the foule : it is but 
cquitie thereforc,as hee receiucth ſpirituall things,that hee ren- 
der temporall things ; andthat the miniſter labouring for him 
whom hee teacheth,'bee likewiſe payd by him that is taughtz 
for the Labourer is worthie of his hire. Naturall & common 
ccaſon without Diuinitie.can teache euery man that it is bute-. 
quitic', if hee would haue a man take = nes and 'worke for him, 
that hee dooe pay and- content him for it as is fit. Sith then 
that euery man, cuery pariſhioner doth looke that the miniſter 
Ronald labour and take paynes for himin his myniſterie as occa- 
fon requireth, itis meet, that hee allow-anq yeelde him for it 
condigne recompence. Thou 'wilt not lightly offer that indig-; 
nitic and injury to a ſcholemaiſter, to haue him to teache thy 
Ehilde in the ſchoole halfe or a whole yearc* toa labourer to 
yorke for'thee 'in 'thy field or barne, a month or a' gvecke: 
da metlenger , to trauaile' onithy buſines*a day or two : or 
to a Scriuener to write for thee,and it bee but an houre or two, 
but that thou will pay the one and the other for his labour and 
worke, as it is woorth, & he deſerueth. And wiltthou offer that 
to thy miniſter that hee ſhall attend thee day by day,a weeke, a 
month-, yea a whole yeare together,at Church, and at home; for 
nothing, or that vvhichisas good as nothing ? 
{ But fayT theſe things according vnto man ?. ſaith not our 
Apoſtle the ſame alſo?who,1:cor.g:7.reafoncth thus: _— »litat 
propriss ſtipendiz2e&c.who goctha warfarcat any time of his owne 


coll? who planteth aviacyard, & eatcth notpfthe fruite therevt? 
TRE or 
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*fonaatnot only tu religion, but alſo to all naturall reaſon -and | 
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. exough, that he may plough well? | 


* faire proofes. What, from beaſtes to: men? yea, and marke-it' 


_ o_—_— 
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or who feedeth a flocke , and eateth not of the mil; e of the flog 2 
Reade the place : it is worth the peruling, And 1. T»».5.17, Þ 
writcth thus : The elders that rule wel are worthic of double honour, } 
ſpecially they which labour in the word and dettrine: for (aith hee' ce | 
{cripturc faith Thouſhalt not monſle the mouth of the axe that IYeadeth 
out the coras, & The laboarer is worthie of 1zs wages. Where you miay | 
note, That hce dooth expound himſclfe what that 4oxb/e honour, | 
is: Viz. when beſides the codigne reuerence yeelded to rheir pert- ® 
ſons for their office ſake, the miniſters haue ſuch' maintenance Þ 
alſo ycelded them as is fit and duc:and by conſeq. that,it denyed } 
or withheld from themy they arc abuſed and diſhonoured. God Z 
himſelfe doth in his law likewiſe, Nzm. 18. 21.alleadge this rea Þ 
ſon as the principal cauſe why the tenthes and” other duties Þ 
allotted to the ſonnes of Lexi (who were the prieſts or miniſters '# 
of God in thoſe daics) ſhould accordingly bee payd vato-them, F 
Beiold((aith Goa) I hans ginents the ſonnes of Lent all the tenth im | 
Ir atl for an inheritance for their ſeruice which they ſerge mee mthe ta* Þ 
bernacle of the C9 regation,& vet. 31.11 15 your wages for your ſernice, q | 
Our Sauiour in like maner liketh this reaſon ſo. wel , that ſpeas '® 
king of this wattcr,and ſhewing his Apoſtles by what rightthey # 
mightenter into any houſe,& cate and drink ſuch things aswere XZ 
{cthcfore them, and tary in that houſe without going from | 
howſc to houſe, for one meales meate here, another there, like | 
beggers; victh no other reaſon for it but this, For the labourer 3 
is worthy of his hire}/Zatk. 10, 10. Luc. 10.7. And itis fo cons | 


coinmo? humanity, that itis hard to finde that man which thins | 
keth it not requilite to bee obſcrued] ſay not asT haue alreadye- | 
[ayd, toward his ſcruants & labourers, but euen towards his very # 


oy 


cattcl, the beats of the carth. For who is there but will allowhis 
horſe prouander, that hee may trauell well? or his-oxe' fodder. 


Here be goodly compariſons, it may.bee ſome will thinke,@ 


well. For the compariſon though it bee plaine and homely, is' 
not of my inucntion. I borrowed it from our Apoſtle S. Paul, : 
who likes it ſovvell, that heedoth vſcit in'tvyo ſeucral places. 
of his epiſtles, viz. 1. Cor, 9.9. and 1./Tim,, 5.18, and hee did} 
borrow it of ALoſer,who receiucd it of God, as appearcth, Deate 
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The Maintenance of the Miniftertt. 
'25.4:where thus it is written, Thou ſhalt wor mouſle the moet oft 
"0:xe that treadeth out the corne. From whence the Apoltfedoth- 
| -applyitto his purpoſe, andſheves, That God in makingfuch 

a law, did it more for our fakes that bee menand'minifters,then 
| for the earohee had ofoxen,/though them) allo hee Teaneg*nber 
| yncarcd for? arid would thereby giue vs to viiderſtand, that iF ic 
| *becanvnreafonable& hard courſero mouſle themouth of the 
| 'Iabouring Oxe, and pinch himofhis mecate, much 'more' it*is 
| ' vnrcaſonableand ynconſcronable to denytoa man thatlaboyrs 
"ay way for thee; his duc hire: bur mot of alltothe miniſter, 
| "that -abours 'for the 'good of thy fotle, nourifhment fortis © 
| body,and conuenientneceflaries for hts life. And therefore it 
| -may wel bee feared, That the keepingand feeding of their oxen 
| -and horles,will anc day bea teſtimony againſt manyChriſtians 
'inthisbeHalfe: becauifetheyofferthat meaſure tothe miniſter, 
-Which'they doo not, norwill dooc, to'the-oxethat ploughtes 
| -ir- their field, or the horſe that ſeracth for their iourney; beeing 
-carcfulthat rheſTbeekeptwelt and fed at fall 5\as knowingthac 
the better they arc kept, the better they will labour? butyery 
-earclceiſe forthole other , though they pine for want of fool; & 
 -liuc in-miſcry forlacke + accetfliica yea,and yet exclaime and 
"grudge again{tthem'too, ifthey be not as Taborious'as thoſe 
that bee ducly and wel mainteined zasagainſt idle -and careleſſe 
| (perſons vngodly and(flack in their miniſtery, withour-zeale, 
| *&c.a8 if they had neucrheard orquiteforgorte the'old proverb, 
| They that will have their lampe' to giue them light, muſt 
| *maintaine'itwith oyle accordingly. _ for oC 
| © [The harder thata man dooth worke;the- better heedeſctues 
| (as wee commonly account) his wages: and the more his h- 
{ bours doo profitvs, the willinger wee are to pay him-hisdue. If 
| -other men bee the better worthyof wages, becatiſe they worke 
} -hard;of hire for their laboar, becauſe wegetwell thereby; much 
| more the. miniſter;of God: and'thatwhether' we 'reſpe& the 
greatnes of hislaboarzor the 'goodnes 'of his:'worke; For it''is 

not, as many acconntit,ancafic;an idle, a pleaſant & loytering 
kind of life, to doo'the worke of an Evangeliſt; but one of the 
hardeſt and greateſt of all others: nora needleile afhd frutleile 
| worke, but of all other the moſt necetlary*and profitable that 
_ "canbeei' For to ſpeake nothing of that long*iand laborious 
| 211155 D | 
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preparation whereby a man is made fit for this worke ,' byſpet- | 
-dingall his time, cuen from his cradle, till well-neere 30, yeares WM 
ofage; ſtil wearying himſelfe with many ſtudies, and waſting 2 
the wealth of his friends with' great and cxceſſiue charges. Is 
_ not(thinke you)a greatlabour and an hard, to imploy his mi- 
niſtery,attend his Rudy ,and cxccutefrom time to, time thoſe 
things thatappertaine to his charge? They that arc any thing 
- acquainted with theſe kind of exerciſes, can ſomewhat tell, how 
it incombreth their ſences,troubleth their mindes , breaketh 
.thcirſlcepe, waſtcth their goods,weakneththeir bodies, impai-. 
\rcth their health, and ſometimes ſhortens their daies; And as. 7 
- it.is'a great labourand painfull to them, ſo is it exceeding good 
& profitable totheir people. Theſe watch, but for their ſoules,  *# 
[Theſe fight, buttodetend them from their {pirituall enemies, X# 
Theſcare paſtors, but to feed them 2 ſhepheards to keepe them þ} 
. fromthe wolfe: lights, to direAthem: ſalt, to ſeaſon them, X 
- Theſe arc'miniſtersto. doo them ſeruice : metſengers, to bring 
. vntothemythe glad tidings of faluation.: Embatladors on, the, 
.Lordes behaltc; to intreat them that they would bee reconciled 
.ynto.God.. Theſearc Gods labourers, and they are Gods hul- 
| bandry.: theſe, are, Gods builders, they are Gods building. * 
"Suffer meea little to magnikic the office. By the Labours of the 
miniſter, weeare begotten vnto the Faith, brought fro darknes * 
.yatolight,, from the power of Sathan vnto God, ſtirred vnto 
repentaunce when wee haue ſinned , exhorted vnto.ourductie © 


Std 4 


'beeing lacke, reprooucd when wee offend ,., confirmed beeing.- | 

ſtrong, ſtrengthned beerng weake , comforted in heauines,* 
humbled in profperitic, inſtructed. becing. ignorant, and in 4: Þ 
word, fauedin the day of the Lord :*Without. them. wee could © 

: neither know God nor our (clues, eſchewwvice, or cnoſuc vertue; © 

- abandonerrour,nor follow tructh;ſhake off infidelity,or receiuc 
the faith: tobe ſhort, neither auoyde hell, nor attaine heauen, | 
- Whereforc, theirworke& labour being ſo. great yntothe(clues, - 
-and{o profitablevnto vs, if others bee. worthy of wages for * 
*their works, they rather: of hire for their labour , much more ? 
»they:: of liberall recompence for their paines, they moſt of all: _ | 
-oflouc for their diligence, they of ſingular louc: of any honour 
+for their indeuours, they of double honour, that labour in the * 
«wordand dodtriac, Thcremult bee an equalitic; They to re- | 
=&?. | ceiuc LY 
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{ cciue of our labours ,. as:wee of theirs # and ſeeing they doo, 

. enrichvs inſpirirualthings, wee to,keep/them from pouertic & | 
ne<dines at lcaſt intemporal things, that ſo they may. labour 
and cuer bceready aud ablc to labour wth toy and nor with griefes,” 
for that is as vaprofitable for vs as gricuous vnto-them. It any 
take my words as of no. moment, ſet him heare yet how the 
Apoſtle himſeltc, 1. Corinth. g..1r.{peaketh in the-ſame maner, | 
ſaying : If wee haue ſowen wntoyou ſpiritual things, u5 it a great thing, | 

| doothitſceme ſuch a burthen to-your ſhoulders, ſuch a (charge 

Þ to your purſes, if wee reape your: carnall things ?' For, is the ex- 

| Change bad torccetue gold for copper; liluerfor drotle,pearles 

| for ſtones; celeſtial treaſures & eternal, for worldly and-tempo- 

= rary traſh ? Other men looke to reape more then they dooſfow, | 
(for harucſt naturally dooth exceed the ſeed time) but wee are 

'- contentto reapeboth worſe andleile then-wee ſow ; and ſhall-it | 

| yct bee thought oucrmuch?yea, where other menſow jn teares! 

| andreape inioy;ſhall wee bee inforced to ſow 1n joy, and reape 

| Intecares? or(morc rightly toſpeake)both to ſowand to reape, , - 1... 

| in teares? 7 FO 00 Linn ENELNET 

| {i Thow ſceſtnow (Chriſtian Reader) a fartherintereſt the mi-! 
niſter hath-vnto his maintenanice; / It is not only an inheritance; 

| andannuitic given & aſſigned him by Gad ,andſo due to him; 
becauſe the Lord hath: palſed.itouer vnto him-by aflignation, 
(as alſo wee ſhal hereafter (ce) + but it is alſo due to him by. the; 
Law and:rule of equitic:, becauſe of his labour, ; Hee deſerues} 
it at our hands, and earneFeuery penny thereof dearely ,before; 
hee hath it.” "And therefore looke what right the ſcruant. hath 
to. hiswages, the labourer to his hire, the very; like z- as great 
right and intereſt hath the'miniſter to his maintenance, and, 
whatſocuycris his due; | un [2 hh nt w; 


k 


' As hisrightis great; and the cauſe; why-it ougheto'bee payd. 
him, inſtand equall :ſo'is the fault great, and the courſe very, 
vnequall, if it bee not performed. In the common opinio cuen; 
ofwordly.men, hee is counted:ivery varcaſonable,ahd of a bad. 
cdnſtience; that will keepaway wages from aſcruant,or not pay 
2 workmanaid libourcrhis: hirc: Tudge then, what reaſon or 
conſcience is it;to keep backe the miniſters maintenance which _ 
Is his wages ?- to deny or debarre him hisduc,which is his hirc? 
God-dooth ſo:cxathyrequirethe performance ;of. that. we 
x D _ + towar 


T% 
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toward hm that worketh in thy field, thatin. his law hee ſcts: an: 2 
houre by which it muſt be payd, Zen. 19.'t3. The workemans bire, 
ſpal not abide with thee wntil the morning. Hee mult; bee payd. 8 
oucrfiight,. the-very ſame day at-euen that it is due. Demt. 24 Þ 

15. Moſes addeth a reaſon why « leaſt, (faith hee) bee crie againſt. | 
thee wnto the Lord, and it bee ſin omothee, And in etlac. 3." 5: the Þ 

Lord lajes an heauic curſe, and:threatens #0 be ſmiftsn Iwdgement. 

againſt themthat keep backe the hirclings wages: The Lord: "| 
becing thus prouident forthe good viage of the poore labourer © *Þ 

in thy barne or field; lookes hee not for as good dealing, and as." = 

duepayment-vnto thoſe that labour in hisowne vineyard, /and | 2 
whons he hath ſent foorth' inro his owne barnzſt? or willhe notas, 
ſpeedily-andſcucrely reuengetheir cauſe, andrighttheirwrongs, © Þ 
when they ſhall cry vnto him for the iniuries that are ofteredvn- © 7 
to'them, and for the wrongs.and Ws armraat +60. 1-1 and * 

{uſtaineat the.handsvFſuchas'keepe:backetheir hire,&ipayinot ® 

_ thEtheir wages, but denythem their iult & appoynted portions? Þ 
Progerb; 20. The bread of deceit (faith Salomon): « fweete toaman: but after« ® 
19.0 9. 17-ward his mouth ſhalbe fied with graucll.Itis goods cleare gayned,& . ® 
ſo much well ated ſome may thinke, that is gotten! from the 
Ghurch,and kept fromthe Minitter : but ifaryy proue thericher - 
thereby atJength, 'or ſuch goads doc long profper, Tammuch. 7 

deceyued.' For {ure Tam;tinat there is a God Ah tudgethithe earth, 

Thus farre of the principall caufe why, viz. inregard cuen of de-. © 
ſert; people ou y to-yeelde 'vnto their: Miniſters due maintc+ . * 
| MRCen ESD TOMANN + © ac 11465 Bk ,ebticf uo ttn Ml 
-  Belides which , the ſame wordes- of this parcel of ſcrips. ® 
ture in Randviz/er him that is tanght, andhimthat teacheth;irmay ', © 
yeelde vs yet another'reafon or cauſe thereof:and thatiis;: inre». © 
, Dag of thatthey doe, but-(as I may ſay) reg ar oftbatthey © 
0&x0t.  1-meane for that they doc nat-iatermeddle;i{forſo | 
they ſhould not) inthe trades,0ccupations and profeſſions.of o 
eher men:butas they are conſecrated to god,do ginethemfclues: # 
whollytathe Miniſteric and ſcruice ofthe Churchy/&ſ6.donbt © Þ 
by dealing in their trades,take from other. wentheir liunigs:;dn © 

Tewes paydtithes vnto their brethren'the Ecuits,y iz.for that they "i 


, 


© 


; Pad nove mheritance amorg thew but that which*{h auld have * 
— becnether part; wentin commonamong thercſtothivobght © 2 


po be one ſufficiet cauſe,why the Miniſters ofthe Goſpel] ſhould 
| haue maintenance of and from” others, Becauſe they cntangle 
not themſclues with the atfaires of this lifeas doo others: which 
if they did and might doo, would happily bee more preiudice 
to others then their maintenance now comes too. For were 
they not called by God to this:/bufines, and ſet a part for this 
worke of the Goſpel alone,they couldſet themſclues , fomeito 
bec Lawyers, ſome Marchants,ſome husbandmen; ſome artif- 
pers,&c. which would greatly increaſe the numberof them that 
dee of fuch profeſſions, to the no little hindrance of ſuch aslive 
creby..;-and ſo- dooing they might ' bee able to'fiue of 
acmſclues; But this'ſeeing they'doe not,beeing yet allſcruants 
pf one God, all members of the ſame comman-wealth, all 
pbics to the ſame King, ttis reaſon they bee teleceued & prout- 
Iedifor byſome other way:leaſt extreame;neceſfitic copell them 
arudingvpon thetrades; feiences & profeſſions of other:men, 
o.dobthat which otherwiſe they neitherſhould nor would. . 


UW 00D & GHAP;: IHE! cory ones.” . 
Feing mare ſpecial explication of the Bearers duety; before in general 
| fort onely [et Aaiwne, it ſheweth; Of what” forte if goods the minifter 
* muſt band's parte. Apod what this word ' ('qgeods )* ved in thi 
[ 7AXE AO HB. OS 
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7» {1:7 11 Dake himpertaker.of all his goods... .* /, +1 
_ indy PACT FAR 3 MSF BE DI: OE IG tt A STTHEL.SR P 
| EM q ? . Ku - 
[% 
oE 


Ne ierees:l obſcrucd. in this yerſe,, conteynimg. thie pre: 
cept, +3. things(to. bee ſpecially. obſerued,, viz.) Firſt 
|... the, perſans who:muſt. contribute; ſecondly,.the cauſc 
thyand thirdlythe matter what;vſ2, «part of a/{bis goods: Lam 
now come to that point,to examine and dilcutle, what it is,:that - 
>that. is:taught muſt doa.for his teacher; that is, make him. 
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Martaker of all is goods. I | 
-. Thig.is the point which is Capar Re#,, the chicfe- of all;-ae- 

wherein [yes = they lay) the ep the worke, in reſpect 
whereof, all chat I hauc hitherto faid, is but little: Forthat- 
alrcady paſt z; conſiſteth. wholly -in generall points; but-now. 
ollawiuchas are particular. . In layingdownewhereof, 1 know. 
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22 The Maintenance of the Miniſterie. 
before, that I ſhal ſpeake direAly: againſt ſome ſuch courſeg 
' axmanie thirſke to bee very good , and bring'to light ſome ; 
things vnthought off in theſe daies. And theretore 'here 
ſpecially I doo intreat thee (curtcousand Chriſtian Reader)to' 7 


= lay alideall paſſion and preiudicatc opinion , and to'read mee i 


®; 4 WP 
oy » wy 


' 
ws 


tsgold, and what iscopper: | 
for othcrsto know, as for mee to vtter. Le c 
receiue thatwith the left hand, which 1 deliver with the right} * 
- For mine owne-part,knowing thisto bec 4 very neceflar KINde! 2? 
of doctrine for theſe times; as Pan/would:not | trorqeare to-ſer! x: 
foorth the doctrine ofthe reſurreRion to. the : Hrhonianr,c how 2 

T | ſocuer it were accepted: ſo neitherT this. And1 will hope ſtil}, E: 
Thatas Pas/ſo preaching;though ſome mocked, others doub- | 


rcd,and ſome dilſcnted, yet ſome beleueed,andelaue vnea be : by 
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reie& it, yetſome and thoſe thebetter ſome and forttoo;, will 3 


% 
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{ol chus writing, though ſome, regard it not ,, others wholly | 


both accept it,and put it vnto pratize. But howſocuer, ve77t«s b 
ne querit angulos, Tructhis nat aſhamed of the light”, it ſeckes I 
rn TT I | :H 
Ard now leatiing preambles; letvs*'cometo the point. The Py. 
matter,now to be conſidered off is, what hee that is taught muls, 8 
doo,viz. Hee muſt make his teacher partaker with hine of all his gobal b 
Intheſewords,2. things ſpecially doo offer themſclues to our 7 
| fo, tO @Rnn: AYR i; \ RC 8 OS 7 4h Dy , 

F conſideration, 'The hrft is, Wttercof hee is to'let him nauea'Þ 
| LEVER annoy fur rtleru ett. bx thereof 5h & » 
part. ' Theſccondis ; what part of how much thereon, ee" 8 
j ; __ muſt{er him haue, Forthe firſt of theſe, thewprds "are plaiſies, 8 
Hee muſt haye a part of his goods . that is K of his pboths- in gener It b 
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his goods, ſome, of what Kinde or ſott ſoetier they beetiniipe- | 

| Clall. 9-40> q VI 19. HOJE3R DTT IH DOGG C4 7}. $2,4h SI IT. 

$f ? , | ; as | *' 5 E \ *r4 Z 7 3 % 2% Ef) | 
Of (hi) Whatthe Apoſtle meancth by goods, ifis rieHan 

RP: ow thing for any man tococciue; ſceing all men Know 8 

© © I Thatwhatfoeuer it isthata mart hath tofliueby; 

Ro | \ 6 | 7 1-8 


T he Maintenanceof the Miniflerie. . 23 Chap.2- 
ſcrues eyther ad vittum, or ad cultuws,, to yeceld vs.cither meate ut 
for the belly, or clothing forthe backe, arcall ofthem Boxazthe = { 
goods of this world. If the Apoltle had fayd of all his lands, or of 
ll his iscreaſe, Or of all hisfruites, or all his labers , fame queition 
and difficultic might hauc becne made,what mightbe the ſenſes - - 
but viing no word thatisany wayambiguous & ſubicttocquis '*, j,”- 
uocation, but this word 1 ««% goods, which compftehends © 
in-all mens knowledge indefinitely(as Bonaamonglt theLatins) 
Whatſocuer a-man liucs by , there-is -no. place: left fortany 
muaſionor contention... If any difference at all bee, andithat the 
Apoſtles words ſhould bod pontes more, to one ſort;of-gaods 
hen another , the vie of the word with'vs, -would-permit 
t to bee vnderſtand rather: of moucable' goods' , of igoo 
rotten by labour and art,as by trade;and:occupation-jthenof 
and andits increaſe, For in our Engliſhphraſeiwe-dw-coms 
monly call thoſe kinde of meanes to liue by goadgbut-the other = 
nds. And accordingly when wee will expreile.a/mans' whole 
ſtatc,wee lay in /ands and goods 2 Or put aidifference ibetweene. 
he difftrcnt:<Rates of men,wee ſay, Qne is worththus much in 
Ty ,aHotherthus much [N,goods: which maner of: ſpeech wee 


Ende alſovſed inferipture, as 4,2. 45.whereit is ſayd, - That 
he godly conuerts/o/d their poſceſſionsand rag that is all that 
a 


=ucr they had, mooueable and vnmooucable, lands and other 
—Fhinges whatſocuer. «So that valetle wee will vaderſtand the 
ZRvord here vicd , to lignific, onely andſpecially;,, not lands: but 
dther goods,not riches, riling of inheritance & polleſſions,but 
uch onely as arc gotten by arte and labour, which indeed were 
bſurd; wee niult take itas reafonrequires , and-all interpreters 
Joo conſent; for all that amzanbath,all forts of goods: and ſub- 
Rancewhatſocner.- tf 24 15H 3 hoy en PY aShbgo nine! 
* Thisſenſe ſtanding for good, and going currant as needs it 
muſt; this clauſe dooth plaincly ſhewe , That fuch as liue by 
trades and ſciences, by artand labour: { as the greateſt number - 
flo in townes and Citics) arenolelle lyable to this dutic, and 
bound to contribute toward the maintenance of their miniſters, 
then thoſe that live by husbandry & tillage, by the fruites and 
creaſe of thecarth. Many of that ſort of men doo-prefume, 
that becauſe they haue notlands & fields toyecld themincreaſe, = 
thereforcthey ought to pay little or nothing. * RENT | 
da _, £24 they - 
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| husbandman in that he potle{cth and liues 


indifferently ;fo they arc to'make no difference betweene thele '3 
andrhoſe goods,whether they begotten by-land of byſeagby Þ 
trade or by tillage,by husbandry or by merchandize,by natures = 
increaſe or arts induſtric : but by that whereby they doe mains 3 
taine themſelues and liuc by, by that andthoſe kind of goods, Þ 
they mult helpeto-maintaine him too. 11-2 3;p309f18 NY 


ee countrey or rather morc?lf they can no,more be withouts ' 


WL well asche other? 


21 T he «Maintenance of the Miniſterie, | b- 
they doo! deceiue themfelues, theſe words of our text dog 


cers;but teacheth all,miniftereththeword and ſacraments toal 
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- ThattheApoftle did ſpeakeit indifferently of che one: me To 


goods af\ell as oftheother, and intended directly ic fl 


rule forthe 6ne ſort of hcarers afwel as for theother;theze ngeds 2 
no better proofe nor other argument, then the: practiſe of this 
kind vf dectrine inthoſetimes. For it is moſt certaine and ealis 3 
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to be conceined,by any that hath neuer fo ſmall. knowledg 
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but ſuperficiall-vnderſtandinginthe ſcriptures, That Chriſtians 
in thoſe daics werefor the moſt part citizens and towneſmen, 8 

tradeſmen andattificers: and therefore they were the firſt and # 
molt fpeciall perſons thatwerethento pratize thus, ,and didas 
boue all others 1mpartof their goods vato their teachers, . The 
Inſtorie,called The Afr of the ApoFles,is full of examples of this | 


ſorte : which for breuitics-ſake I leaue to the Reader to be per 
{cd. bi rage 
2. It wecall'to minde the principall cauſe and reaſon,alread 


- © w/ 


noted otitof the text why: all-ſorts of men ſhould giuc of theis 


coodstothisvic;is it notthe ſame to one-ſorte as well as.to ano». 
ener 2 If townefmen haue as: great neede of teaching as,they. i 
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Miniſterehen the ochor? why ſhould they not maintai 
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| 3. Goetotherulc of Equitic, which telles vs,that The labow- 
| rex 6s worthie of bis lure: and if by that: rule, the. cowneſman, or. 
tradeſman, be bound to pay yolk that worketh- for him _ 
ſhop,his houfe,or other bulincs which cocerns his body,no lelile. 
then the husbandman is,and doothand will giue as good wages 
for ſuch cauſes as hee: why ſhould. .hee not; pay his miniſter 
likewiſc, that labours for his ſoule, and'doth his beſt worke,, as 
Largely and bountifu'ly as the husbandman-dooth ? ET 
© 4. Lookevponthe neecflity ahd.ſtate of the miniſter: And 
thath not hee that liues in the towne need ofaſmuch maintcnice 
as hee that lines in the country ? Nay rather hath hee not 
need cf much mpre? Forgnecdesnothis {tudy to be greater? 
Is not houſckeeping, isnot dictand apparcll, more chargeabic - 
vnto him ? is there not greater cauſe of hoſpitalitic 2:why then, 
wherethere is greateſt need,ſhould there bee meaneſt help? and 
where is moſt vic of maintenancexthete lcalt bee yeelded ? 
5. Beſides all this, Conſider wee whenceall men haue theit 
poods. Is it not God, that ſame God , that giueth- his blelhng 
alwel vpo the labours of themrhatliue by trades,or handicratts, 
as vpon the increaſe of the earth? that maketh men to prolper, 
whether it bee by ſea or by land 2 that giueth the towneſman 
[power to get riches, alwel as the countrymar ? And then ſeeing 
1t is cucry mans duety that hath received ought at Gods hand, 
to honour God therewith, and ſhewe. himſeltethankfull to. God, 
as to the authour& giuer of allthings;oughtnot the tradeſman, 
the towneſman, and Citizen doo. this alyel as the hushandman? 
"When Salomon, Prov.3.9. ſaith, Hononr the dns with thy riches: 
oras other tranſlations rcad, with thy ſubſtance , and api the faſt 
fruites of all thine increaſe ; dooth hee ſpeake onely.« 
ariſe by increaſe of thecarth? or dooth hee notrather of goods that 
' clauſe ſpeake generally ofall ER ST in the latter 
| particularly of ſuch agariſe by tillage? Read bur the note, in the 
| margent,andconlider. 
| Thus, by themanifeſt words ofthe text, the praQtiſe a the 
 doAtrine inthe Apoſtles time the vic ofthe >a ,therulc 
of cquitic, the ſtate ofthe miniſter,and the auchour fromwhom 
| all haue their goods; it appeares, that they-that haue one ſort 
| of goods afwel as another,ought to pay of that ey hauc, to _e 
miniſter for his. maintenances are ig wy 
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ral-of 2quitie: fo itis alſo a wicked and vngodly thingy beeing! | 


Let men therefore learne to make'more conſcience of th $. [ 
matte;, ſeeing wee plainelyſee, Thatas it is a very vnreaſons' ® 


ble thing to looke thatthe miniſter ſhould teachthemy& labour! | 
1 his maſtery for them fornothing, beeing flatly ag | 


+ 


a manifeſt bieachu of Gods ordinance & commaundementwiio' 
Path ordetned commanded, That eneric'one that is tanght "the | 
word, of tina{e Toods that hee hath whatſoeuer they bee, jbowl ag A 4 | 

art tohin that dooth teach bim , and ſo- honour the Lord with E 
hieSBdate, ©0045 2997 2119000 G1 HP CIP” ret REI 114664 Þ 
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ShewtB$"T hat the right andbeFt maner-of payment” to the miniſter,” & 
"4s 5 That hee bee payd bis parte of enery thing in{pecie,” that 1r,"m Þ 


115 proptilinde; as naterally Gid dooth ſend it , and" wot by"a [ 
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|= chi 7 now ſcene in generall whereof the (miniſter muſt F 
hane a parte, next yeearc to note the ſame thing in ſpecial # 
thatis,in what [grt it ought to bee 'payd'vnto him; To' 2 
which purpoſc it ſcructhwell chat our Apoſtle {firh not only # 
of b:« 5024s, but which is more, of all hs goods; that is of every forte © 
ot his goods fore, Heemuſt;as wee fay in this caſe;bee payd in' Xt 
ſpecie,in the very kind.” Otherwiſe, hee may haue'a' part of his' 3 
g00d$;Yiit notof all his gods; a8 two pencear Fafter;a ſheafe | 
of cornceat harucſt}&e: is apart of a mans goods, but not of all- | 
his goods: Bur then thou'ginet#him i parte of all thy goods, Þ 
when then payeſt hima parte of thy corne, thy hey, and | 
thy cartel, thou! having corne; hey,and cattel: a part ofthe | 
fruits'of thine orehard and garden, thou having orchard and: 
garden: a parte of thy fiſh and ofthy foule, if thou hatte taken 
fiſhor- toule: a parteof thy fpoiles taken'in warre, thou having | 
gotten a'bootic In warre : a parte of thy money gotten by thy 
trade or labour, thou hauing gaintd by thy trade and labour: in | 
a word, a part of cucry (cucrall taing which thou docſt liue | 
3 | by 


* y 


; o » 
L : b 


| T he Maintenance of the je. 27 Chap. 4 
by, and comes” to thine hand asthy goods, his ſhare is many 

therein aſlwel as thine owne , how ſortes focucr thow haſt. - 

| 'Thusthe children of Iſrac!,Gods owne people, dealt with the 

prieſts intheir daics, as wee may read-[.in diucts places of thoſe 

auncicnt {tories ;and namely, Nawiigt. where it is recorded,: _ 

Thatthe childrenof Jae hauing gotten a great booty in warre, 

they paydout of it (and that by the-Lords appointment) the 

Lords tribute voto the Leiiits, both of the perſons,women ſlavery 

| nd of the cattell,b FeUes, eſſe f5 and eepe, 'Yea of ther very, iewels 

they gaucalſoan oftring, of cucry ſort ſame;as there:they are 

reckoned vp, verl. 50. /rwels of golde,bracelets , and chaines, rings, 

rarings, and ornaments of the legs. The like haue wee 2, Chro.. z 1. 

where itis reported thus. The children of [/rael and of ludabronght 

pnto the houſe of God, for the Priejts and the Lewits bullodkt &: ſpeepe; 

porve V/Vinc,oilehonie,and of all the increaſe of the field , and thetithes 

fall things,and laid them on m2nie heapes. Nehems. 10. and 14.weed 

foo read how bv the commaundement” and encouragement 'ob!+ 4 

hat good Ruler Nehemiah, the whole congregation of {facts' 

xccing newly returned fromthe captivity of 5aby/on,dootnter 

oucnant with the Lord to doo the hike. And that this practiſe! 

rontinucd cucn in our Sauiours timezand- not. without his'aps 
ZZÞrobation, wee may gather by his words concerning the Phari- 
Y ies, Math. 23.23. who (as he tcſtibeth) tithed thewerie. mint ef 
EEBre, arnis and cunmingand euery other hearbe. They paydnotifor 
"Fhe tithe of them;but tithed the, that is; payde the tithe th<Fcof 
nits kind. And thisſaith our Sauiour, they onghs ro: have ' dawe;2 
whereunto accordeth thatvain-glorious oftchtationofthe-Phais. 
tiſce; Luc, 18. 12. whoſaith, That hee paid tithe"\of all that. encx. 


% 


* How muchthis courſe of paying theminiſtereuery'thing in- 


his ownc kindeplealeth God,wee may calily coniecture by this? 
hat hecallowed none other courlei amonglt his owne people? 
for his (cruantstheſonnes of Lexi, vnato.whom: nutwichſtan-1 
ding they dwelthoras myniſters doonowat homeamongltthe. 
pcoplc incuery ſeucral City, towneorvillage, but were re{tdent; 
nn themſclues,.cither. at the houſe of God z 'or in their owne/ 
Citics, hee appointed by expretſe Lawzat their owne charge, as; 
farreas 1.can gather (which was no ſmal trauaile and expentc)« 
to bring home to themall their ductics, as your may read,Dene;? 
| -37H4) E 2 12. 
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12. 11, VPhen there ſpallbee a place which the Lord your God 'T ' 
chooſe to cauſe his name toawell there, thither ſhak you bring all the 
Tcommannd you ; that is, your burnt offerings and your ſacrifices , your | 
rst bes, and the offerings of your hands 5 69+ all your ſpeciall Vowes LTD I 
fee vow ontothe Lord. Belides that , whereas there were of "the | 
ſced of Lemitwo ſortes, Priefies & Lemits, the tenth-of all things br 
becing payd vnto the Leuits in kinde, they ( the Leuits)) were | 
bound by expreile law likewiſe, to pay vntothe priclts rhe renth 
ef that rexth-in his kinde alſo; as appearcth , Nmb. 18,261 and 
_ Nehem:10. 38. neitheritis vnlikely, but that that- which'com- 
"meth from God vnto vs,by the natural courſe of his prouidece, 
which we knowto be moſt innocent and pure, is ( becing retur. 2 
ned vnto him) therefore beſt accepted , becauſe leaſt'ſpotted 2 
withthe ſtaine of vnlawfull or indire& procurement. - 1/1 8 
» Andasthis courſe beſtof all other pleaſed God, ſo hathvit 
likewiſe moſt liked the Church of God, and the Chriſtian.go- # 
» uernors of the Church ( as imitators of God)-in all ages ſince: 8 
| 
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as may and dooth manife(tly appeare by the- practiſe of alt 3 
Chriftendome,for many hundred yeares together, & by fundry 3 
lawesand conſtitutions both fpirituall and temporall, ciuilland Z 
cannon; which here to recite were but ſuperfluous. --» 
1 may adde further, That not onely the Iewes in time of tht 7 
Iswe, and Chriſtians in timeof the Goſpell, haue approoued this 
courſe, but that likewiſe it was'in practiſe through the very in» 7 
ſtin& of -nature; &light of reaſon, cuen before the Law in time ** 
| | ob nature, and where the Lawreigned not in its time, amongſt i 


JS 


the very heathen. . For, toſpcake nothing of the. offerings of bf 
> Cainand Avel, Geneſ, 4. (becauſc therein is no mention made-of ® 


z 


Eat 


any prieſt, though it bee probable, that they were not offered 
vp vntothe Lord withouta pricſt; who,ſcruing at the altar; by 
| the very Lawof nature was to participate light altar ) who —_ 
| offered according to'their ſeucrall profeſſions of life; of ſuch 
things as they had; that is, Cainof ” 10 ofthe ground, and | 
Abel the firſt borne and fatte of his ſheep. Wee haue 7 Gen, 14a © 
',  plaineinſtanceforitin Abrabam;who Caving obtcined a great | 
victory againſt his enemies)is there expretlcly reported to haue 
giucn vato Aelchizecec, Prieft of the high God, a certaine pi 
ef all;xhat is,as ſome vnderſtandiit;of allthe goods he:had whats | 
"MY a of all;that'is as others expound it, and the text of fcrips | 
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| ture, Heb. 7. 4. ſcemes to cofirme, ofa!l theſpoiles & prey that hee = 
| had taken in the warre, of cuery ſort ſome. And the like in /acob, 
| Gen. 28. who there voweth ( which no-doubt hee, moſt religi- 
| ouſly, after performed, Gen. 35. 3.) t6 gine wnto God of all(thatis, 
| of cucry kinde of thing according to his kinde ) that God bould 
| give vato h*ma certaine part, Andtouching the heathen, Plorie, 
an Hiſtoriographer of no ſmal account and credtt; reporteth of 
 the-Romaner , Thatthey v/ed not to ſpend their wines or new freites, 
till the Prieſtes had receiued a part thereof. And of the Sabear:s 
& Aethtopians, people of the Eaſt, That-of thoſe ſpices which thoſe 
 countrics yeelded in great plenty & varictic; the cuſtome was,that 
the merchants might not meddle with any, ri[the Prieſt had [aid 
out of cuery ſort yntotheir Gods their accuſtomed portions. And 
of diucrs other nations, Feſt another ſtory-writcr, dooth giue 
this generall teſtimony; The people of auncient rims wed to offer of 
exerie thing a part vnro their Gods. So that before the Law, vn- 
der the Law, and ſince the Law, amonglt Heathens , Iewes and 
Chriſtians,the auncient and common, and ſo the belt and moſt 
approucd pradtiſe hath beene;to pay to the Pricites and mini- * 
ſtcrs of the Church, Gods pa-*ta kind: | 5, 
| - Neither is it without great and apparant reaſon that thus it 
ſhould bee, For if wee conſider of it , wee ſhall finde that it is 
.cucry way the beſt, moſt cquall, and indifferent courſe that 
+ can bee. ny ok et M4 
© Firſt, it dooth after a ſorte correſpond vnto that the teacher 
XR dooth; while, like as the miniſter of God dooth impart 
=FT vato his hearcrin ſpiritual things all the counſell of God, and 
*X dcliuersvnto him cucry principle of Religion, inſtructs him 
RE in all ſcuerall duties, and'\increafeth him in all kinde of 
2X Chriſtian knowledge, hiding and keeping backe nothing from 
= him, that God hath appointed him to teach, and behooues 
| the otherto learne'; as notably.our Apoſtle dooth for himſelfe 
| proteſt, 42.20. 27: ſo the hearcragaine for his parte,by a kinde- | 
| ofretribution,dooth render vnto his teacher in tEporall things, 
| a parte of all that hee hath , ſome of eucry forte 'of goods 
| thatGod hath bleſt him withall;hiding and keeping backe from 
| him no kinde of thing, thatis once his owne. G19 | 
| 2, It is the: trueſtand iuſteſt kindof payment that can bee. 
{ For;ſothe miniſter may haue his ful due,without diminution or 
E | a 3 aitcra- 
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Ofthat which was the Lords parte, hee that ,wasto pay it, 
not loke whether it were good or badzneither ſhall hee chaung 


God would hauc itas it did riſe;cl{cifhe did chaunge it, both ir &+ 


that ut was chaunged for, was holig.to the Lord, and might not be: 
redeemed.. The other place is, Dexr. 26. 12. where the people. 


paying their tithes are inioyned to doo it int maner vpoatheir 


oathc, with very ſolemne proteſtation before the Lord, The: |} 
(umme whereof is this; YY/hentheu haſt naade an end of tithing then). 

thox faalt {ape befare the Lord thy God, I haue. brought the hallowed: 
thing out of mine houſe, and alſo hae giten ut to the Lewit —_— = 


thy communniement. I hauenat eaten thereof in my mourning , 
is for any neceſlitic whatſocuer, nor ſuffered onght to periſh through. 
ane wnclcanmes ; by putting it to any egkegh vis ; bet haue- 
hearkened to the waice of the Lard my God,and doone after all that thog. 


ha#t communded mee. That is, I haue payd euery thing iultly, as. | 
in thy law Iam appointed. LZooke downe therefore from thine holie 
habitation,enen om beauen,+ bleſſe, &c. As who would ſay, Hee. | 


delired to be bletſed and proſpereLin all that hee had,none! 
otherwile, but according as hee had dealt truely and juſtly with 
God and his miniſters in that point : and at an: as was 
iult, and dooth no doubt come till to palle , that there were 
no hope to proſper well, if hee ſhould defraud God and his ſers. 
uants of their ſacred and appointed portions. | 


3. 1t isthe ſpecdieft courſe whereby the miniſter may re-" 
cciue his dug,ſooner then clſe hee.poſsibly can or ſhould. For, 


payd in kind;aſſooncas it can beeſcuered fromthereſt of: that # 


inde, it may bee payd: whichcannot-ſo ſpeedily alwaies bee” 


1: 4 1 +4 | y | SHI: A | A 
Dae , it the owner bee permitted to conuert it firſt into mony./ * 


+ Wherevpo And this alio was a Doin {pecially prouided for, in the Law of 


S. Auguſt. God, aSappearcth, * Exod.22.29, where it is ſayde: Thme abuns." ; 


ſer. dc temp. danseymd cy licour ſhalt thay nat keepa backs: that ts,thou ſhalr not? 


219. 


9g dckrthepaymentofthemtothe prieſt; for that is. meant by | 
St tarains koping back», as interpreters dog agree, the olde interpreters. 
dere peccaths expreiting it ts; Non tard his off-vre./ Tho thals not linger? 
ft ,quanto , or forctlow to or it, And another (Trenell, ). thus; Ne drfferts | 
Pens eſt nor dive. Doferre wot | r 


dediſſe? 


uch God ref] peceth,may appeare by 2,- 
ſpcciall places in his law.The firſt is, Lewit.27.3 3.where it isſayc x | 


i 
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| | fiat is,putnot off the payment of it from | 
time tote, but 200 it out.of hand; ſo. ſoone as: it is payable. | 


o 


| Th# Menienanerſthe ain 
And indeed if it bee an offence to God, to keep backe the wages 
| ofthe r:ireling,that worketh for thee aboutthine owne bulines, 
and notto pay him afſooneas it is due, as wee ate taught Dex. 

| 24. 15: & otherwhere;ſhall wee thinke that hee wilbe pleaſed, it 

| his workman thatlabours for vs in his harueſt bee payd when 

| it pleaſethvs; at our leifurc oncein a yeare, happely Ee 

| and not ſoſoone asany parte of his maintenance falleth out to 

| beeduevnto him ? | | 

4. It is the mol] necelſary courſe that can bee. For the mi- 

- niſter becing to keepe houle, and: hoſpitality too, (-for that is 
*requiredathis hanes,1. 73m. 3:.2. and they mult. doo it that - 
have wherewith ) hee ſhal bee the better enabled ,' yea, and the 
| more occalioned thereunto, receiving euery thing in kind, and 
| ſo hauing proniſion of one thing or other alwaies at 'hand. And 
this is a point {o necctlary to bee: ronfidered of 'in thefedaies, 
| wherein charity is'growne colde, hotskeeping let downe ,/ and 
\ hoſpitality in maner' banifht'Eoth out of Churchmens'and 
laymens houſes; that if by this meaneszviz. by paying the 'mi- 
nifter his due1n kindeit might any whit bee reuoked; and reſto- 
| red; that onely gvodithereof were cauſe enough why' it! ſhould 
with all care hee performed: that ſo, info holy'and necetfary 'a 
| good worke,men, fpecially they thatſhould bee men of 'cxam- 
pleto others, might not bee any way hindred and diſconraged, 


. * 


© but furthered thercin to the yttermoſt.. © $947 
E 5. Itis the moſt certaineand ſtablecourle thatican bee, as 
+ which is leaſt ſubie@ to alteration;becauſchowfoener the prices 

& of things dooe riſc or fal, and daily change, yetthe things them- 
 felucs change not. And therefore Nature, whigh commonlyis 
one, mult needs bee the moſt indifferent and permanent ſtan- 

| dart betweenies God & man, the miniſterand his people, that 

{ can bee.” God ſeemed to haue reſpe herevnto, Num. 18. 27. 

\. when commanding the Leuits to pay the renth of their tithesto 

| the prieſts in kinde, he fayth, that fo dooing it howld bee rechs- - 
| ned unto them as the corne of the barnegar as the abundance of the 'wine- 

b | . . by ed ; Fg 

| preſce:thatis, it ſhonld bee accounted, as if it had beene growhe 

| ypontheir owne ground: by mcanes whereof the pricſ{ts)with- 

| them, and they with the people,ſhould (till from time to titne-: 
 receiue morcor loſle, as God gaue the increaſe, which obſerved 

| ſtill, muſt needes bee the molt equal and certaine courſe how--" 


focucr 
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= The Maintenance of the Miniflerie, "_ 
ſocuerthe world goe. For ſo,the miniſter, as God bleileth the 
people,ſhall bee partaker of the bleſſing;andiif chey ſuffer lolle, | 
ec likewiſe ſhall beare ( as is fitte } the burthen equally with | 


them. SE. 
Thus by all hitherto ſays, that is, by the. praQtiſe of all ages, 
the Law of God for his owne people , and by manifeſt and mas | 
'nifolde reaſons, it may appeare, that the right and beſt courſe : 
for payement of the miniſter is, to paye him in {pecie, a parte q 
eucry fort ofa mans goods, as itdootharilein his kinde,  * 
Some doo make a queſtion,whether it were. bettce that-minik 
ſters generallie were payd their maintenance by the things 2 
in kinde, as commonly they are, or asin ſome fewe places, } 
by (et ſtipend ? Mos RO SHO 
Such a queſtion is ſufficiently aunſwered by that already ſayd. ! 
I deny not,but that in caſes extraordinary, and in ſome places,a } 
ſtipend may prooue more conuenient : but- generally and;or- * 
dinarilie ( for that is the queſtion ):to turne all into ſtipends, | 
mult needes bee generallie and abſolutely the worlt Fins A ik YN 
As forthatthat may bee obiected, touching the toile and la- 
bour that the miniſter muſt haue to receive his things in kinde, 3 
by meanes whereof (they will ſay) hee is faine to worke and Ja i 
bour, ſpecially at harueſt time, otherwiſe then befitteth his. 
calling : I ſay firſt , That alwaics necdeth not ; For, having * 
family and keeping houſe, hee may haue thoſe to labour for | 
him, which.can performe ſuch things better ahd fitter then 
himſelfe; and heeneeds not, except it bee for pleaſure: or 16 
creations ſake, put one finger to that burthen. Secondly,in | 
(m:ller pariſhes where the profits of the place are ſo ſlender, | 
 thathee 1s i: forced totake more paines then others need or # 
doo, the matteris notſo great, but that it may without affence | 
bee tolerated, nor ſo tedious, but that it may ſoone bee diſpatch, 
Andit were very hard there, that others ſhould doo it for him, - 
and not hee or his:becauſc itis not probable, but that having 
| already very little toJiuc by; hee ſhould by that meanes haue | 
Jellez J orghis gatherer-or pay-maiſter would looke to hauet | 
ſharc with him for his »aizer, And that is the marke 1-thinke 
»»(and it bchooucs the Cleargic to conſider of ir) that many. doo 
bo) ſnot at, that would hauc miniſters broughtto {tipends, that 0 | 
DOT IR 2» their LaJ-jarmers,or F a)-maifters, w ioht get yet More of the ml. | 
2. | _niſtrs: 
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| The'Malntendnceof the Miniſter 

| niſters profitsinto their hands, whereof they haue already too 

| © 2, Againe,wheras others may obic againſt the receiuing of - 
things in kinde;that it breeds much trouble, wrangling 8 con; 
tentionbetweene the miniſter and his pariſhioners, the like may 
cc marc juſtly tearcd,in the leuying, impoling, colleRing, de-" 


: - 


amanding and paying of ſtipends. Be 
W - ;, Laſtly,whereasthe corruption of patrons and others, that 
haue intereſt in the beſtowing of liuings vp6 Cleargie men,.is at 
{this day cxcceding great, and doth not alittle daily impoueriſh 
the miniſteric, and ſpoile our Churches: by ſtipends,that peſt 
would nothing bee ſtayd,butrather increaſed. For whereas new 
the miniſter recciuing all things in kinde,whatfocuer the patron 
or others recciue of the miniſter, diretly, op indirely, mult 
| bee in ſecret ; knowne to God, ard themalone; becauſe the pa- 
trone cannot take away any part of the glecb or tithes, buerhat 
the worlde allo will ſee & know it: then, having all in his hands, + - 
and bcing to pay onely a ſtipend, itis calie to gather how —_ fa 
ec might finde the meanes to ſhare what part thereof hee luf- © + 
cd, with the miniſter of the place; and yet vnleile it bee by the 
| a mans threcd-bare coate, ar thin cheekes,the matter neuer 
Dec clfpicd. | | 
S All "dich things conlidered, Iamſo from liking that ' 
 ſtipendary maintenance, thatI wiſh rather: the number of ſity... 
{ pends in our Church might not: beeincrealed but diminiſhed, 
| and (if it were poſlible) wholly taken away. I mcane (pecially,: 
| That whereas there bee divers Church-liuings in our land', 
feazed into lay-mens hands, on which onely a (et ſtipend of 
'ten, pounds or there about isreſcrued for the Curat of the place, 
f that that cuurſe might bee vtterly' cut off; and inſtced of that 
ſtipend,ſuch'a competcntparte of the gleeb, tithes, and-other 
| profits of the place becing allotred for a perpetwall Vicar,as might 
| bee fitandable in ſome tollerable ſort to maintaine a ſufficient 
| teacherthere. LETT ins 1 TD p 
| Thatmymotionis very godly, iuſt and necctlary , I doube 
not but that all indiffercfie ten will ealily graunt. But it will 
' perhapsſeeme a matter hard to bee effeRed... 
I graunt,that to enforce any toſurrender the whole, becaulc it 
| bs their proper inheritance, were Suns in; but yer I Gn 
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bee perſiraded, bur that if power perſwafine bee all in vayne, that 
porer coattive may with | pan cquity, reaſon, and piety t00y:bee 
vicd, toinforceluchto ſurrender ſo mch of thatt cy polſcile,as 
may in {ex of that beggerly ſtipend, bee! ai competent | mainte-" 
nanc- for One, that is, though not excellently ( as thewhole: 
would hauc bene) yet competently learned, and able in fome 
meaſure todiſcharge the ductic ofa Paſtor to the people. 

This werenatto (traine the Law, butto put in execution the 
very true ſenſe and meaning thereof,which by oner-ſtrict obfer-' 
uing of the letter,is abuſed. For it is out of all queſtion, that 
when ſuch -ſtipends were allotted , it was intended, That the 
Charches ſhould ſtill be promded fer,ofable minters,& then thought 

| (Thecondition of miniſters, who were then all ſinglemen; the 

* tatcof theſe times, wherein all things to liue by , were foure 
* rimesat [caſt better cheap then now they arc; the diſpoſition of 
* people in their voluntary offerings beeing wuch more liberall 
© then now itis,&c. becing conlidered) that ten pound a yeare or 
_ © thercabout wasa ſufficient and fchollerlike maintenance. But 
© thatthin gs beeing ſo much altered as now they arc , the pay it 
ſclfe ſhould ſtand without alrcration, 18an open & certaire per- 
ucrting of the mind and ſenſe of the Law. And therefore no 
breach of Luw, no wrong tothe potlc{our , no contrarietie to 
reaſon;it menw:11 not of their own accord, vpon very con{ciece 
of what is necellary , doo that is fit, that they bee ouer-ruled 
andenforced thereunto. And I fpeake herein no more then 
what our Saviour did in another cafe, 24arh. 12. againſt fuch of 
His time as oucrſtrictly ſtood vpe the very letter of the Law of 
the Sabborh, telling them that the Sabborh was made for man, & 
not man for the Sabboth; avd theretore it were-not an obſcruation 
brit an abuſe of the Law, to leta man periſh on the Sabboth 
for want of preſent help. Andis i: notworſe in this caſe, when 
through oucritri& ſtraining of words that had a mcarirg good 
enough, many ſoules are ſuffered dailyto perith,many miniſters 
of the word are diſhonourcd , the Sabboth from time to time 
o_— and God made offended? No more then what 
the lawes theraſclues deo aftirme. For in the ciuil Law, Cod. ib. 
1. Tit. 17. Deleg. & conf. 5. thus wee read : Non dgbirm eſt in le- 
gem commuttere exm.&c, that is, There is no doubt bur that hee 
oftends againſt the Law, which retaynin gthe words of the Law, 
dooth contrary to the meaning thereof, Neither ſhall hee auoid 


the 
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apgenoes [ct downe in the lawes,whn congrary to the minde 

of the Law ,dooth, by a ſtrict prerogatiue of the words, fra 

dwlently, exculc himſclfe. Nomorethen what is practiſed di- 

ucrs waycs in-other things. There bee auncicat {tatutes-con- 

ccrning the wages of fcruants, labourers, &c. agreeable no. doubt 

to thoſe times; but will any reaſonable body aftirme ;thatit were 

1 fit, they ſhould bee vrged now? And haue not the (rates therein 

j = ſetdownefuſtly vpon due conlideration beene made alterable 

4 by later (tatutes, as of 4-.5. Ez. Cap.g2Whatthe common'pay 

! of (choole-maiſters,where-no ſchoole was founded, was wont to 

bee, few but: can tell. -Buthath nat.common reaſon preuailed 

there againſt fo farre, thatnow adayes there 4s ſcarce any that 

wikeither accept or offcrit?If very conſcience &reaſon can ſee it 

1 requilite toalter the pay forother men; what lers' it ſhould not 2 

for the miniſterto0; valctle it bee that of all other wee. reſpeR »» 
/ them leaſt? Laſtly,'nor. doo'T, mpoue other then that which 3» - 
a long lince was by law intended &attempted to bee donc:as may 
appcarein the abridgement of ſtatutesin the tiele- Approprintions, 

= by theſewords; Bera/e that newch hurt hath came to Pariſhes by Ap- 

1 propriation of Benefices,&e. Bcc itcnatted, &c. Thathence foorth 

1 in cucry Church ſo appropriated;a ſecularperſon bee ordeined 
Vicar perpztuall, canonically inttituted and inducted in the farnc, . 
& Conurnably endowed by the difcretio of the Ordinary to doo di- 
chere,8c. A _ that the ſaid ſtatute, vsz.(a __ An. 15.Ric.2, 
Cap.6:) ſhuld be kept & putincxecution, & all Appropriations 
inde es the Ree ww RNAs be WL before 

| acertaintime, or clle to be voyd. 45.4. Hemr, 4. cap. 12. Where 
wee may note, Thatcuenthen intime of grotleſt Popericand 
greateſt blindnes, the Appropriations of benefices was accoun- 
red (as indeed it is) a great hurt and-not a benehte tothepeo- 

| ple; So neceilarietobe reformed and reſtrained)what might be, 
that the eſtates of theland fearcd-nor to oppoſe themſclues a- 
gainſt the Pope, theonely cauſe and cocatrice of thoſe cuills ;: 

| andthoughe the ſame not toheein any.meaſure ſufbcicntly: re-, 
| formed,vnlciſc there were 2 perpergatt Ficar there endew:d, and 

Ti that ſo conucnably that hee might bee able, ro reade abwne 

Y ferwice, 2.topreach,and allo 3. to koepe hoſpjtalitie : neither of 

which, much Icllc all, isit poſlible bor him well to doo that 


T%Y 


'* 3& 
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hath but /uch « fipend as wee [peaxe of, or ſuch Vicarage as many 
at thisdaicarc in the land. Thus it is manifeſt, That itis.athing, 
but iuſt and reaſoaable, that there ſhould in ſuch caſcs.an- alte- 
ration be made. 2. That it were belt to- bee doone by things in} 
kinde,is alſoas apparant,, By which meancs(a thing that ought 
notlirtlc ta. bee refpeRed)the miniſter (each feucral Church 
becing endowed, ſhould not liue in that ſeruilitie vnto, lay-men, 
as no adaics many-dooto their pay-mailters : Nor ſhouldſo- 
tmany bad and vnworthy men as there arc,& (things ſtanding as. 
yet they doo)needs mult bee, bee thruſt into the miniſteryz 
Such places, becing nowcapable of none bue ſuch as bee molt. 
vnwarthy and vnlearned, would then (as othersarec)bee able te. 
entertaine ſuch, as. for learning and other gifts required in a 
miniſter, were worthy maintenance. : 


CHAP, V. 


Fhat toward the nniiters maintenance enery man onght te contribute 
proportionabely » and not voluntarily ,, onely-what ma will. 
T bat is tolerable onely in ſome caſes. But generally or ordinarily it 

will and pernitions., Tet how it might be ſomewhat 


6 aconrſe very 
tollerable is noted. 


Ec EINE 
Afake- him partaker of all bis goods. 
Hig in the former Chaj « ſpokenofthe qualitic of the 


agenercoſthe miniſter-is to-hauc part, wee arc now to: 
conltder of the quantitie, and examine out. how. much, or 
how greata part of cucry mans goods hee ought to-hane; The: - 
hardeſt indeed, butthe chicfeſt and moſt neceiſary- point of all 
thereſt. On which,ifI dwcll ſomerhat longer theninthe other- 
I hauc done, Itruſtthe curtcquercager, conſidering how-neceſe. 
Gry and how difficult pointitis, will caſily beare with my pro- 
lixitic. This thatweeway finde out, a two fold quantity mult be 
conſidered of; thatis, how much in proportion ,& how much int 
ro 80of our Apoſtle doo. 
@lca( intimate vnto vs, 7het there maFt a rertaine Proportion bes 
oberxed by them that giucof their goods to their teacher. For, 
KCquiring cucry wan togiuea part of al/ his goods, hee wer 


jor un yone For the former,The very word 
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plainely enough, that men muſt giue pro fecultars ratione, 2ccor” 
ding totheir ability, and the quantity of the goods 'they hauc> 
fome more, fome letle.. Not cucry onelike muct;,arithmetically : 
but cucry manalike geometrically; that is, proportionably, ra” 
tably. As men doo differ in ability and wealch,onehiuing mores 
another k tle: as God hath and dooth blefſe men , ſome with. 
one ortwo-ſortes of goods, fome with diuers and fundry forts: 

fo they mult blefle God againe by imparting totheir mimfter,a 
| partof their fewor.many fort=s; ſo that of all, and of cach fort 
of goods, cuery man may returne a part. This accordeth well 
with the courfe which God appointed vnto hisowne people the 
Iewcs,for maintenance of their'Priefts and Eeuits then. Their 
rrincipall maintenance was a tenth part uf all things. Now, wha: 
| Lo not, that where a certai equall part, as the tenth , 
J _ twentieth, ox xxx, partisallotted , there muſt needs bee a moſt 
'' _ equallandexattproportionamongall z one paying no. mote. 
6 then another dooth according to his abilitie. 2. They had a 
Law, That three times a yeare, all their males ſhould appcare' be- 
fore the Lord;8 none muft appeareemprie, but eucty one muſt 
bring ſomewhat,of his owne voluntary good will; yet with this 
Pronifo , Dent. 16, 17, Every man hall gize according v9 the gift of 
hss hand, and according tothe bleſcing the Lord thy God which hee 
hath gizen thee: that is,according to his eſtate and abilitic. 3. And 
in their ordinary offcrings, for cleanſings, for attoncments., &c.. 
the richer forte were appointed here offerings of greater worth, 
asa bulbocke, a ram, a goat; the meaner ſorte a lambe, a payre 
of turtle douecs, ortwo-young pige ons.Soy, as a.propertion ac- 
cording to the abilityof the perſons was ſtill obferued. 

And this courſe foliked altwifemen of former ages, that they 
reloluednone fitter then it forthe maintenance of the miniſters: 
of the Goſpel. As:if wee doo butlooke vpon the maner thereof, 
obſcrued for the moſt part, all Chriff-ndoms oxer, for many 
Hundred ycares paſt, viz. That a certaine parte of cucry thing, 
bec = pap to that ve, may cuidently —_—_ YO RY 

at thus it ſhould bee, wee may reafon and gather, Firſt,from: * © 
rcquircth , that cucry one bee dealt | 


the rule of cquiry : which 


with indiffcrently and equally. Now 'as in other payments of 
xcnts, of cuſtomes, of ſubſidies, and the like taxations to Lord 


and King, tothis and that vſe, all men will grautiit, that there is. 
F 3 Ng. 


_ Dem. 16.17 
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' no indifferency vſtd, ifmen'bee not ratedand taxed according 
tothcir ſcucrall eſtates as their abilities are, in regard of. others 
chat arc rated aſvel as they: ſo neither in this, Thett onelyis'the 

natter caricd with equalitic, when that rule which -the Apoſtle 
preſcribed inanothercaſe isobſcrucdalſoin this; thatis, That 
Some bee not burthened , that others may bee eaſed: but pou biks 
condition,that there may bee an equalitie, 2. COr. 9. 


2. From the vic of the miniſtery,whuch is one & the ſame ta 


all. Eucry ſcucrall perſon,euery ſeucrall familic hath-like inte- 
reſt inthe labours of the miniſter; &as free,andas full and large 
vic thereofto all intents, one as another. It is reaſon therefore, 
that they contribute toward the maintenance of the ſame, one 
aſmuch, and as farfoorth as another : This they -onely doo 
which giuc cquall with others,not in ſumme;but in-propartion. 
For, alittle to a poore & meanc man, isaſmuch after the ratc;as 
20. or 40. times ſo much vntoa richer man, whoſe eſtate dooth 
by like degrees exceed the other. | 
_ 4. From the honour and duety, that all doo owe to God.. For 
ſceing itis God (asI haue before obſcrucd) that giueth | tocuery 
man the goods hee hath, bee they more or letſe:why thouldnot 


thoſe his goods, cxpretle and declare foorth his thankfulnes,as 
ibcrally, and as largely for the ratc, one as'another? It is true, 
That Godreſpeceth not the gift, butthe giuerz and lookes not 
ſo much to the value of the offering,as tothe heart & diſpoſitis 
of the offercr: &therefore did more accept the widowes mite, 
then the great offcrings , and rich gifts of the wealthicr fort. 
But yct I doo not belecuc, that hee would afwwel hauc accepted 
a mitc,a peecc, from the rich mens hands, as fromthe .poore 
wydowes: orthata rich man by a poore mite or 2. may ordina+ 
rily expreticarichattetionto God, aſwel as by offering ſome 
greater portion;(pecially in ſuch a caſe as this, where men arc 


Xi onc accordingas hee hath recciucd , honour God with 


taught and tolde beforc-hand , Thatcuery man muſt bring not 


abſolutcly what plcaſeth himſelfe, how much, orhow- little: bee 


Fcelis 35. luſteth, but according torbe bleſring of God pon. him: that is, Ac- 


cording to his cſtate and ability:whicheucn childrer knowhee 
doth not, That fauing very much bringeth very Iitle, and 
 polleiling many things,giueth part but. of a few.. _ 


- - +: By this mcanes,cucry manis made 9, 4. to ſce:with his 
a bodilic 


| _— 9 be Miniftevie. . Is Chap. Fo 
bodilic cycs,and feele with his very'fingers the truth of that 
Maxime, There is no veſpet} of perſons with God 5 while as all are; AF: 10. 34. 
taught, accuſtomed and ituredeo giueof that they haucalke to 
the honour of God the auchour, and tro'themamtenance'ot the 
Goſpel and miniſtery thereof; the meanes of their ſaluation: 
and ſo doo finde and fee by tlaily experience, That 'God ac: 
_— of cuery man according tothat hee hath , and not atcorting 
 tothathee hath not, {© it bee'giuen with a'chearcfull eye; an 
expeCteth to be honoured of cuery man accordingly. 

5. If this courſe of proportion bee not obſcrucd , much 
inturic and damiage muſt needs bee doone-vnto the: mini- 
ſter: and great cauſe of ſcandall and diſcontent bee” miniſtred 
vnto the people. -3tL2 
x. To the miniſter 'it cannot but bee much iniurie and 
dammage ; if ſome paying him in good forte, others, ' as well 
ablc as thoſe, winde out themfelues for little or nothing, * 

2. Offence and diſcontent muſt ncedes ariſe among the 
people, if ſome ſhal perceive themſclues to be farther charged 
then others. For whois,or wilbe content to bee ratedito 'any 
payment more then the reſt of hisneighbours of like {tate and 
worth? and bee pleaſed to beare a great charge of any bulines, 
and that continually from time totime', from yeare toycare; 
others afvell or better able , going cicher altogether free, or 
alwaics farre leiſe charged then hee ? 

Concerning the former ſorte of quantitic, that is,touching 
proportion, letthis hitherto ſayd ſuffice ; which how duely it'is 
alwafes and eachwhere obſerued , I leauc to the diligent reader 
with himfelfe to conlider.. | | 

Let vs now proceed to [cc and enquire of the other kinde 
of quantitie, that is, how much in number, &c. the miniſter 
muſt haue. Touching which pointthere bee ſundry opinions, 
Some-of them bee but of the vulgar forte, ſome againe are. - 
the opimonsof the learned. Thoſe: ofthe vulgar ſorteI could 
very willingly patle oner in filence , and let them dyc with 
their authours ; were it not partly, that ſuch as bee wile in 
thcir owne conceits, would thinke happily what is not dire&t- 

ly aunfvered, cannot : partly ,/ for that the practiſe thereof is 
at this day pernitious to the Church, and preiudiciall to. the 
miniſtery thereof : and therefore as an cuill plant which onr 
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beaucnhe father hath not planted , needs to bee plucke vp by the = 


- rootes. Of vulgar opinions I will at this time touch but one, 


which is this : That the miniſter 15 to hawe no Certaintie , butt enerie 
mans good will, cuen what they, as their affeRion leads them,will 


voluntarily contribute, This opinion reignes - commonly 


among tawneſmen and tradeſmen ; who hauing not lands, te 
yecld tithes of the increaſe of the earth, willaceds perſuade the- 
ſclucs , That of their other goods it is at their owne choiſe, whether th 
will gine him ought or nought. This I calla vulgar opinion, becauſe 
I doo not know that, euer any man of learning or knowledge, 
cyther Divine or other,did hold the very ſame. "Dd 
This may bec a courſe good enoughand tollerable in calcs 
cxtraordinary:as firſt in time of trouble & perſecution, inwhich 


if by vſurpation and violence of tyrants, the Church cannot 


maintaine her miniſtersas it ſhonld, it muſt doo icas it may. 2. 
Where ſuch as properly belog to one pariſh,doo cither ſoiourne 
fora time in another,or els for their eaſe or other like occaſions 
eftcn reſort vnto another, Thele as they doo by an extraordi- 
nary,and but avoluntary maner, take benefit of the labours of 
a miniſter, ſo maythey ina like forte ( provided alwaics it bee 
doone without preiudice of their owne Paſtour) yeeld him a - 
bencfit of their Iabours and goods. So for Chappels of caſe,&c. 
Inthelike nature dooI reckonthe praftiſe of many people at 
this day ; who beeing through the corruption of patrones, or | 


other iniquity ofthe time,deſtitute of fit and able teachers, doo 


better provide for themſclues by ſome extraordinary (but yes 
 certaine) {tipend, raiſed among them by a voluntarie contribu- 
tion. Which courſe, as I cannot, where it is ſincerely handled, 
but highly commend, & praiſe God for the readinelle of heart, 
which thereby many doo ſhewe vnto the furtherance of the 
Golpel: ſo init, I cannotbutadmoniſh ſuch as bee godlily,and 


_ zcalouſly affeed, that they take heed they doo not deceiue 


themſclues, by deteyning fromtheir owne Paſtors, that which 
properly and by alllawes is thcir right, toconfer it on others;8& 
To diſable their owne paſtors from dooing that which others 
performe feed wthers with their bread, they the while enfor- 
ccd to gather vp the crums: and wrong themſclues, thinking 
they deale exceeding godly andreligioully , when indeed it is 
(many times){carceiuſtly;and looke for praiſe, where they arc 

| {carcc 


The Mains 
fearce free from. blame. k 


 Inſuch calcs (I{ay) asthele are, the courſe afore mentioned 
may, bc tollcrable: but that this is not. a fit courſe ordinarr/y(the” 
ching whcrey ponlT {tand) and for contin»ance any where to bee” 
praQtiſed, nor it that God preſcribeth, whichgeee ſceke after; l 


ſhall, I doubt not,make it appeare by many arguments. _ ''. 


» . 


Firſt of all, There is noſuch thing taught'vs in the word of '* 
God:wee arcI ſay, nowhere inthe ſcripture taught, That cucry 
man ſhould giue to the maintenance of his miniſter, bur what 
hce will,aſmuch oras little as plcaſcth himſclfe. This is the way 
to mainteineRerelieue the poore of the pariſh,8& not the Paſtor. 
Concerning the poore, faith our Apoltte 2.Cer.y. 7. Arencry 
0249 11 di[poſed in his heart , ſo let him gre. But concerning the mi- 
niſter, neither S. Paul,nor any Apoſtleclle,ſo Torers 4 They 
alwaics vic ſuch phraſes of ſpecch,as import nota bencuolence 
buta, dutic ; not an vncertainealmes, but a' certaine reward: 
as in our text, hee muſt bee made partaker, that is, hauea part of 
all a mans goods; a maner of ſpeech neuer vied concerning the 
poore.SO,1. Cor. g. Who gooes a warfare at anie time of his owne coſt 
&c,Whence wee may gather, That as the ſouldicr knowes his 
paye, the ſheep-heard his ki2 wr ah and depends not ona meere 
vncertcintic: {yu mult the miniſtcr. . For, Torelciue the poore is 
_ aworkeofchariticy but to maintainethe miniſter is a worke of 
Iuſtice,& ducty: the one muſt begge; the other demaund : the 
the onecraucth z the other challengeth : th'one hath it by fa- 
pour & of pitty;th'other by right,and of deſert. _ | 

| If any wil obie the times of the Apoſtles & primitiue church; 
My aunfwerc:is,. There was no ſuch praftile then . They did 
not maintain their miniſters then as itwere by almes: Butas wt 
read, At, 2.and z. They that had lands &- goods fold them , and [ati 
downe the price at the ApoiHes feet: and(o diſtribution was made; 
by whom2 by the Apoſtles themſclues , AZ. 4.35. & 5. 2. and 
afterward by the Deacons, 45. 6. Towhom? to cuerv wan, hea- 
rcr aſwwel as teacher. In what ſorte or meaſure? as every man had 
need,and was fit and ſufficient for him. Were miniſters tyed to 
mens good wills here? when as they were the treaſurers for the 
whole Church? hadall at their owne diſpolition? and had like-..- 


* £ 


part a8any othcr had? 


Letit hee graunted thatthen it wasſo: Dooth it follow it muſt 
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42 T he Maintenance of the Miniferic 
bec ſo now? There is a differencel take it, twixt a Church vnder” 
clccution,and a Church in peace;atime of troubſc,and atime 
of reſt: as alſo betwixt a Church planting , and a Church plan-'' 
red, In time of perſecution, as then,men muſt doo as they may, 
and not as they wofld: and take if theirri gi cannot fately bee 
had, inſtced thereof, what the time will affoord:. And: yet that , 
no more proucth or maketh ſuch dooing to bee a Lawe for vs 
that liuc in better daies, then Dawds cating of the ſhewbread in+ 
a timc of need dooth argue, thatany man might hauedoone the 
like at any time as well as hee: or S. Paxl:s working with his 


owne hands whilg hee preached at. Corinth & Eph matallmiſ-" 
niſters muſt tallow ſome occupation,&liue's themfelues; not 
taking ofrhe people any thing either of duetic or benevolence. 
2+.1hc 2y and mindes of people bee not fuch toward 
their miniſters ofthe Church as in thoſe times they were. Then 
chey thought nothing too much that was giuen to fuch' vles.- 
Churches had their. common treaſurics, & cucry man ſtrived, 
who might excced others in enriching the Churchegin'aupme? 
ting the treaſure thereofilo that (as before I haue noted) Hoſes 
was forced, Exod,36. to, make proclamation, Thatnone ſhould 
bring any more ſtutfe.for the worke of the Tabernacle. Sothere 
wasrathereauſe toreltraing the people, "ad to ditfivade theny 
from giuing lo much, then citherto'complaine of them(as now} 
for giting too little, or vrge & compellthem to give more. But | 
BOW gut Contrary,many thinke all coo much that the miniſter 


_ hath:&divers {true ropull from the vys & modus what they can, 


as if they accounted thoſe the ſweeteſt morſels that arepluckt 
at of his mouth, and thoſe goods beſt gotten, that are wrung 
 iromche Church. And thereforeif the liberall AiſpoKtion that 
was in people then, did mooue the miniſters of the Church to 
re(t fatished with the yoluntary oblations of the people, forthey 
were aoundantly enough:yet now;as ci] vrichartiabhe & pittiles 
attzction of many toward the poore inthefe daies, hathinforced 
te1tulcrs of ourland to draw the wealthicr fort to'a rate, & c6- 
pellthemtogiue,not whateuery man wilt (though indeed all 
.almes ſhould be voluntary)but'what is mect& neceſſary: ſo, and 
more then ſo,becauic this I ſpzake of, hathoreater warrant, the 
Hiberalitic of the people to the mini ters, their vnconſ{cionable 
dealing toward them for their ſabours, dooth require ' That 4 

: certaintie 


= The Maintenance Minifierte. 
Þ £4 of 7”'Y IE: 4 , hes nn 4 A. « 
; . | ; i - Y I < + * = by - 3 « 


ecrtairitie ſhould bee ped for them... 
3: The manergtoblations 8& voluntary contributions then, 
wasfatre other theamowit.is with vs. For as the attcient Fithets 
'that lived necreſt ynto the timesof the Apoſtles" doo reportyir 
was the cuſtome of Chriſtians then, both men ard women; fomie- 
where cuerie Sunday, & ſomewhere merſtria die, eucry month 
{funday) to-make oblation.. By. which often deoing thereoh, 
though theyotfcred neuer(a.little at once, but (as one ofthem 
calls it) modrcamſtipem,almal bencuolence, it coutd not bee but 
thatic muſt riſe in the whole yeare,to ſome reaſonable quantitie; 
Forasthe old ſaying is, Alanie alittle makg a great. The coſtome 
_  ofour Church once was,tooffer 4.times a yeare at Ieaft: but that 
; 8 now come,through a woric cultome;to oncea yeare,at" Eſter 
; exclic; &then how little it is, it is a thing lamentable, andalmoſt 
- incredible to relate: as little & leile happely,as in aunciettimies, 
"they didofferatonce;that offered cuery month,or cuery ſunday, 
- Sorhatthe timeggthe diſpolition of people, the maner of offc- 
ring being ſomuchaltcred as they are,itis no reaſon that that 
_ | courſeſhould bee preiled vpon:the miniſter now, which'was in 
-. practiſe then, The caſes and cauſcs are nothing like, © 
Secondly, itis againſtthe rule of cquitie. Equitie requires,that 
as heethatpaics, knowes.what worke to recciue for his pay, ſo 
hee that worketh ſhould \know-what to recciue for his Tabour. 
!:.'Thatis, As the pariſhioner doth know certainly what hee'is to 
'/, require at the miniſters hand, as that hee' preach thus often at cc 
1: leaſt, miniſter the Sacraments, read Diuine ſeruice, in this and «< 
:11: that ſort, &c. ſo. the miniſter ſhould know as certainly what << 
 :*\ heeis toademaund and hauc,of his pariſhioner inrecompentce of cc 
1:1! hislaboursi& not hee to hee tied to conditions for his dutie, & « 
| fhand-aecurteſie for hismaintenice:they all 


| | owed to commaund 
>» him for that hee. is co:doo,& hee inforced to intreat for that he 
.- 480 hauc; Thirdlyt is contrary tothe practiſe of all times. Be- 
; » fortthalaweyGere/c47. weedgo read of the F gyptian prieſts;that 
they had theit lands gertaiye & rclerycd ynto them to line vp0: 
| '%(ohehatieathens ſhould bag more righteous tetChriſtans) 
| belidesthatiocime of fatnineythey hadan ordinaric of Pharaoh:ver. 

- 22, Andbeforethat,wce doo readzcap. 14. ofthe ſattie booke, ——@ | 
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The Maiminanceof the Minyierie. * 
. dly of thoſe times) hee payd I fay, not what he luſted at ad- 


time ofthe Law,the Prieſts ſonncesand {eed'of Levi ſtood not to 
mens curtelies, but had their tithes certaine; and kriew their 
parts of cucry kinde of offering, that came to the altar. And in 


time of the. Goſpell , ho:vſocner ſome particulars ihaue fa 
The general practiſe in all ages, nations & countries whatſocuer, 
66". Rs is,that the miniſter ſhould know (for the princi- 
pal part of his maintenance) whatto demaund, and the people 
what to pay. | (RED 7h 

The | Lal courſe holds currant in all trades, fcier.ces &pro- 
felſions elſe. Goe intoall Courts of judgement, haue not.cuery 
onethcir knowne and ſcuctall fees ? Goc into the City, haue not 
all officers their certaine ſalarics?Goe out into the field, hathnot 
cuery Captaine, Lieutenant, Sergeant,Soldiour,&c. his knowen 
pay? Goc into the country,hath not cuery labourer his ordinary 
wages? Come home into thine owne houſe, will thy ſeruant 


"0 . 
% 44 

A Tl. 

Y Wir 


eruxlt eo thy curtcly for his ſeruice? will any workman worke with 
thee, citherby the day or at taske, without agreement what to 


,, hauc? Andis it nota [traunge thing , That ſhould bee thought to 


9 


b 
» 


bee a courſe fit and good enough for the miniſter, which 11 gooa for no 


bodee elſe and hee bee inforced to that kinde of dealing, which 


,, all others diſclaime and vtterly refuſe ? 


Pixtarch,a worthic Hiſtoriographer , writes of Licurgus,that 
famous Lacedemonian Lawmaker,Thatbeeing aduifed by one,to 

[ant in the Citic Democracie, that is, popular gouernement in. 
liced of Ariſtocracte,thatis,the goucrnement of the chiefe men; 
hee madeonly this anſwere: "Begin (faith hee) that, thy ſelfe; 
Plant thou firſta Democratiein thine owne houſe; His meaning 
was, That kind of goucrnement would neuer prooue good in a 
common-wealth, that was fo bad , that no man would enture 
oradmit it into his owne houſe. The ttkeanſwere and no more 
I mighthaue ſhapen tothis obicQion: Letthem' that thinke it 
good for the miniſter to ſtand atmens curtefies;; praQiſc it in 
thcirowne houſes a whilc,and bring vs word after a while how 
it frameth:The wiſer ſortwould thereby haue c6ccinedenough. 


Buthauing to-dov with the vulgar fort, (for it is their opinion 


th>tlamin hand with) letwiſe men beare' with me', though 1 
beftowe more wordes then one or two;ra ſton the mauthes of a 


multitude, 
( 


- forhislife and his 


 foorth ve this way to worke , what good 
Pw a0 ings 7 a ſe? of this Imeane, Thatthe 
ſhould (ſtand to cuery mans curteſic?:& take lan hay: teirme it). 
their good wills,as if he were cheiralmeſman'? For mine: owne 
Re none; what others cant ramen, neu os ore 


Indeed ,ASin buildin rofehe rabernaleinthe wildernesindhc 
daics of 4s eexhe pe pl there becing leftforthaton ax et Exod. 36. 
cuery man w wou actording te to the willingwed iof - * 

" the they perfoonll hwbrk, ſich-ſorte- as teſtified the exceeding loue 

and zcale they had tothe ſeruice and houſe: of God:z ſo people 

cotinuing the like courſe for themaintenance of the-miniſterie 

_ &houſc of Godintheſe daics, this good mig ighteomeof it, 71 
might thereby rake occaſion to toſbrid their great lone aiut-cziale 0 £ 

houſe of God, to the mimiſterie wil miniſters thereof, by: of nc 

giuing tuercto of theirowne acc withoue Law:-de:compul- 
10n,as much and as plentifullyas PO IM 8 

their wills) by force and conſtraint of lawe.:.:But o—__ 

' may ſpeake her knowledge itvthis mattergif bymmenadeali 

this calc, by that many doo giue, twuld obdhcie comp ac | 

For A Siu, tothisſo holy, ſo good, andfo necellary:a vic, 

laces where they ſtand yponit, That: they neicherowght, 
Blew" otherwi /raman ſhall ivgeoftheirlouggo God & his 
1 miniſters, of their zcale tohisChurch:andthe, Goſpel gre 
| eniuſth judgei ito beverycoldeabd nal very backy 

1a +4 £87 + hiie 311 wy #346 ®2 7 | 
 .__Nowasthere comes no peas of chis courke for gught that1 

*canſce: ſo on the contrary lide; pg que often that 


_ mach cuil and hurecomes'of it, - PO IPþ i= a $176 L415 26} | 
is er As firſt, Itdiſables.ehi miniſter xercrlyto.doo his duetie, For 
_ , wanting; as thatway hee:canhbei bur doo.,.all-neceffaries; both 
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#6 SD Ji hb 
thecourtelicand goodwill of his hearcs8 gf: hee but onee oro 
them (asthey cearme it) that is, but once touch the ſin 
ſuch and ſuchdo liuci in, they: willbe cyen with him for it .Dif 
pledirmnyin word ordced,and of them ye get nothing. 
-2, .It isthercady way to induce.the; Miniſter af Goto atter 
an foothethe richerſort,in hope of the greater rewar rd and bet- 
ter-Benewolence at their hands. Both- which . Figs [{ latteric. and 
fearefulnes) how pernitious they be ina Minilter, who ofall v- 
-ther menſhuldbe maſt tree from reſpect of prrionynl man n but | 
»mayealilyconceiuc. >!» 2 21/111 -/ A 
90 4.lt dioouragethand diſables bim viterly.. fon any 20c ' 
Shbuſollocping and. hoſpitalitic;; aswho liuing hi Pires like a 
ger; rather then an. oulc-keeper,knowes not how he ſhalbe 
-1b etokcepchouſc, and give cntettaiument to others, becing 
\& :rertaine iathing Himſclte, 3,316) air 
4 »5; [tithe vr Freie, eMiniſter of God} incxticaine 
payer tiextiert z 
4othe Church of Gad.Forſuch is the charitic and, good deyoti- 
- on'of the moſt partthis way, thatifthey, may hold theMinilter 
* etthe bayynerieneamong.20,l {prakewithin compalſe, and thata 
*: greavdealorooyd fay,,notang ajaong 29. wil by His good will, 
"> cethowriebahgertln (ter, Minilteylike;. 


*+forhis mainteriance at their.plcaſure,, Becauſe, if he will nottake 
Mom ee be * difaſod togine bim,though i itbenot 
\ woorththetakin ane atihs; twanticth,, En | Nha 
-'-payrof ib'ge; Il:haucrothingatally {ccing 


they account and will handle the: matter, ) hee Tha 

. courpnochin pof them; > Fs 73"; 

-, Itis A acourle; as if ithold.; a while love 

hea ly yan law wits Mu iuftly oe fear 
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ryentany. thing to oy iniſter : | but contrarivile, in ne 
all bceready vpon. any light occatioh ts oy : 
abatement once made,it is Teucr battered apairic, "$6 by. 
all likelihood ina little tirhic i itt me to nothit ritall.” Eta 
- $. Itis ſuch acot nd Bodo of Th as i it ft ionld fiich' | 
God forbid he Fon 7 'ge 7 1 
oucrthrow t hg Bo 
ord, and to baniſkr 
alan hg DE "what mancr of mt ,. 
niſters and aiſtetic i ſuch places; {| are Se 


the miniſter p ſovanh vpon mens blo wills ; Nah Bide one -. 
place. ox pariſh almoſt,. if it bee poſfible, where the miniſter 
lines not in In groneh rcedinls aridrhe people periſh'not for want . 
of teachin e haveat this day ( & thanked) a great . 
number 0 learned and excellent” teachers in the land : but' F_ 


Feld thoula be all brouy ht. tolu ſuch a kind of mainteinance ( And. y 


auch 2c TY Ne be ic fin As pre veaneſt " 
commonly found? is it nor. { wha thebelk need ro bee Yin 
townesand Citics ?- 1 {ce ng greater , noralmoſt no other cauſe _ 
then this , for that'in ſuch places, The miniſter hath'lictle 'or 
nothing prouide Thin tO tiue von: bur isinforcedto take: like 
a begger, what menwill gige him, And thereypon none -of aty 
lcarning, of ahy gifs, delight to'come inito- ſuch a' place ; * or 
-alighting on. ſuch” asi itwere 'by chaunee, orvppon' ſome necel. 
| wy! when hee elecs hiserite ttinment, wil to | Hit 
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lcrable andrreaſonable. Reaſon muſttake place, thoug 
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50 'T he Maintenance of the Mimi Ws 
ſome ſcant the tenth parte ſo much.. But, howſocuer it Teeme:- 


Note this. 


 owne opinions. Neither will I, no-nced' F'g 


mmiferie. 


to any , That itis a proportion anoft reaſonable, and in de : | 
che ſoweſt rate that. reaſonably can bee kept, T doubt- not 
to make it moſt cujdentand plaine'tothe vnderſtanding of all 


that bee not willfully; blind, ,and exceeding abſtinate'in 


the Textwee have in hand ; as which of "it fe fe dooth offer 
to yeeld mee 3. or 4. very plaine andſpeciall reaſons and argu- 


mentsfor it. 


' Firſt{the Apoſtle here calleththe'miniſter atexefier ; and'the 
pariſkioner one that is'taught : as you would ſay,” a ſchoole: 
maiſter and his ſcholler. And in the indgement of interpreters | 
that are very. learned, hee dooth, vie that maner of ſpeech, pur-. 


poſely, te ſhew, Thatas itis the dutic of the ſcholler. to main» 
caine his maiſter', ſo it is the dutie:of 'the! tearer to'main- 
taine his miniſter : which/'who-ſo' will-not doo, cten'among 
prophane men, isaccounted impious and vniuſt: And' indee 


what othcris the Churchbut a Diuinitic-ſcthoole, the'minifter- 


_ 
» 


a Eecurer, and the hearers fchollers ? According wherevnito 
it is, that Chriſtians ar firſt were called Diſciples, that is iti plaine 
Engliſh, Schollers: oo 7 OT) a OITTI s 

2, Looke what thon giueſt for teaching one of thy children, 
It thy Schoole-maiſter deſerue it for teaching one” alone; 
doth not the miniſter deſerne fo much atthe leaſt for teaching 
thee, & thy whole familie? thee1 hay, thy wife, thy childrth,thy 
ſervants, and the ftraungerthatis within thy'gates/2-- 007 

3. What dooth the miniſter teach thee ? Heeteacheth thee 
(faith our Apoſtle ) i» verbo. Hee teacheth thee thie word'of 
God. Hee reads to thee a Diuinitic Le&ure, Hee'dooth/miniffer 
vnto thee, ſpirituall things. Hee ſpeaketh vnto thee (as' it" is 


taid otherwhere) words whereby thou and all the houtholde 


may bcefaued; A-Kinde of dodtrine, then which none is, nor 
can bee, more excelfent;pretious and worthy reward. «6 
Now I'pray thee, is itnota reaſonable thing and an ordinary, 
according to the excellencie of the learning that a man'tca- 
cheth, fo to gine him greater or leſſer pay ? Why then is it 
not reaſon thou giue him' that teacheth thze'\ and att thine) 
Dininitic , that informeth thee to know God, that ſheweth 


thee the wayto eternal life, that brings .thee the glad tidings 


/ 5 


4 4 ” » 
, . g o * x " - 
* # : 
-» - 
. 
fr * 


CODER RA RR I IF" Pt 
Doo oO eo IE I ne ee: 
REST I ESR; 
* 


a. | 


 TheoMaintenance ofthe Miniſters, 1 Chap. 5. 


'of Akution » ſo muchat the leaſt,'asthou _ give a man to 
teach thy:child torcad, or write', to vnderſtand the Latine or 
Greeke- tongues? 7} > 
:. 4. What oughtto bee his rewind?'s parte (aithour Apoſtle) 

of all thy goods. And chat is more [thinke , if it' bee well ſhared, 

gee any-man doothallow to: his Schoole-maiſter for any one 
child. | 
Bir fcaueweoforawhile the ; oltle, and: let vs yanevond 
eyes alide to behold the practiſe 0 times; that fo wee miy'Tee 
how neerc'others both i in our & former daicshauc cometo this 
proportion; LLCKL 

1. Howdid:the Ihacliee maintainethetr' oticfts ard Leuits? 
Whe:knowes not,: That by-Gods appointment, belides diuers 
othice:th hings that Kibrotheir hateghy had the tenth'of all 
things? / 

Is it likely their Schbobniiſterovete an inthe libe- 
rall manerfandhad: a——cr tenth ery” childthey Wn I 
dar oenes 

20 tnkke all En; _ cer} ain behold wine! rouificti oar 
fore-frhers made Ir miniſters - ahd what for choole-mai- 
crs. 

Is it notfo,Tharthe rhcanclt benefiee inthe fandalotolt (that 7 
is whole) is better in revenues then the beſt ſchoole? And 
hath notthe miniſter many times of one,cuen a: meane many 
ten, yea twentic timesas much as the Schoole-maiſter for enc 
Scholler 2. 

3-: Noc but enquirein Landon, wherethe miniſters of the 
Church arc in commendable ſorte prouided for z and which 
may in that-reſpet; beea glatſeandpatterne'for ſundry othicr 
Citics and townes inEngland: and ecll waves + merearts the: mi 
nr 9 7096 houle:( thecbce lt _— 
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' The Maintenance ofthe AMinifterie. 
giuc fortcaching one oftheir children 2 


5. Inall reaſon and cquitie, inall reputation & account,isnot- 


- 


o F4 X 
6 $ - 
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the miniſter of the Church, before the maiſter of the ſchooled. 
The ſchoole iscommonly but as it werea'(tepto the miniſterie, - 
_ anda ſtay for aiman till hee bee fit for- the miniſterie, In all, 


maiſter2 is.it not reaſon then, as hee is before-him in-degree, ſo. 
bee ſhould bee equall with himat leaſf.,, in maintenance $ 1; 


% 


. But now adajes with vsS;in places nor afew, forthe: moſt part 
it is quite contrary. The condition &eſtate of [choole-mailters,. 


is commonly farre better then the miniſters..If a mancan getg. 

or 5. (core ſchollers, hee ſhalbe lire to liue like a ſcholter, nay: 
like a.ggentleman by them:but:though a miniſter haye ſomany: 
houſholds: to his. Church, if hee. haue nathing to-truſt: to but- 


their good wills, hee liues not like aſcholler,but a begger rather. 


Somic would thinke it{cant credible,happily if I ſhould ay,That: 


Nate this Aman may hauc more maintenance by 40. or-50. boyes in'a' 


well: 
AnJ fee in 


miniſters 
dos line, 


{choole, then by an 100. houſholdes,by 400, communicants:in 


<« apariſh: butT doobelceutit ; and can; fpcake it! of rmine owne. 
what miſerie« knowledge, That it.is probable & poſlible,Thata ſcthole-maiſter 
many ofaur & ray haue better maintenance by 7, or 8. boyes,then a miniſter: - 
7 by 7: or $. {core hotiſholds. Where it is ſo, and-I thinke if due 
« Enquiry be madey:itwillbe found fo.inmany-places-of our land, 


the greaterour/inne; the heauicr Gods-wrathi;themote lamen- 
tablcandmiſcrabletheeſtateof our miniſterie:can wee fay that: 

ople Joo.deale conſcionably and liberally -with-theirmi-- 
niſters? and Chriſtiatly & thankefully with God ? or that mini- 


ſters complainewithout cauſe, and-be already cucry.whereduly- 


& ſufficiently provided far{:Iknowghattheſe things will ſeeme 
ſtraunge,tofichas are. notacyuaintedwiththem, and doo'con- 


ferretoithe miintenanceoftheir miniſters in another -maner of * 
meaſure»but1would to.Godzthey were notmoſt true;;;and that: 
Qur miniſters felt them nor. © 4Homah 51 


— Thope{goodRradd)that by this tht T haue ſaid; Þiharie (ac- 
cordingtomypurpoſc)madeit cuident vntothce,Thitiſuch as/ 
will needes continue that cuill-cuſtome j to. giue' the: nyiniſter- 
es themſclues; yet ought inrcaſon & conſcience 
lealt; asthey give aiChoulciingifh for teaching one" of their 
BET!” _ __ children. 
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children. And this rate doolT hold to bee fo reaſbnable: and 'in-- 
different for both tides, that I wiſh withall my heart, That as. 
' Danid made ita Law in {/rael,”t. Sam. Jo. 24.” Thar of things 
gotten in watre, as his part was, that gooerh downe to'the battell, ſo 
ſnould his part be that bideth by the ſtuffe, and keepeth the campe::- 
fo, in ſuch places where people will not willingly & iuſtly pay as-- 
they ſhould, tithes of ther labowrs & gainer, butiinforce the mini- 
ſterto ſtand to their curtelics,ti//a better Lawe come in place;That 
cither the peoplethemſclues, would make it -acuftome, or the 
fuperiours of our land,a lawand ſtatute in England, That in feed 
of thoſe tithes, beſides their accuſtomed offerings and other ex-. 
traordinary proucntions, as h1s pate is that teacheth in the {choole 
for exerie [chotter; (9 ſhould his pate bee,that teacheth in the Church for 
eneriefamilie: thatis, the 1 ichet ſortto payas for the. beſt ſchol- 
lers, the meaneras for'meaner ſchollers, and the poorer forte 
that are payable, as for meanelt :' that ſa yet fome conuenient: 
zortion and proportion, fome certaintie might bee obſerucd & 
| ow It is arate ſo reaſonableand calle, that as by it, where By this rate, 
the place is aty thing populons, as thoſe commonly are where'zphee now of - 
it ncedschiefly tobee put in practiſe;in fame copetent meaſure ,y hundred 
the miniſter might haue futhcient-whereypon toe: foby a houſhoulde, 
Icfſe, ſuch as.now is too'common, it is notpollible:in-theſe ;he miniſter 
times,for a man toredeeme himſelfe fromvextreame need, and þarh/carrren: 
becotherthen very poore. Inaword, it is a rate'ſo ſmall and p,,,7;, chey 
ealic, ThatI more feare, aſt I finne againſt God, and offend his of evcric 49. 
Church in approouing [t,theriſuſpeRthatany which is contrary ,,,/o/ds 
minded, ſhaltbee able to prooue again{tmeethat itiis-too' greaty h. could 
t0 hard;aridvnreafonable;}' f 15) 41h 905 p01 11413 3144 gor-baet bane 
- Thauc held the Reader ſomiewhat long 1 canfeile; vponthis ,,,-.. 
one point, and it may bee ſome wilt obie, altogether without: 
any cauſe: For (may ſome ſay,) As itis not fit indeed, that the 
miniſter ſhould bee left to thecurteſic ofthe people,ſoncicher is 
hee; For by exprefſe law & ſtatute already in force, hee iscuery 
Where prouided for of ſome certaintic;as of predialltithes,where 
they are to be had,& of perſonal tithes;where the former are not: 
as appcarcth in the Statutes of E4.6, An. 2:Cap.13:De Decims... 
* True itis, and notto bee denied, That that Statute dooth- in» 
deed ſoecna. From which 1 truſt I may: bee bold- to obſerue 
this onething farther, for confirmation of thatI haue fayd, v os 
Veal ;"BF3 | That: 


* 


-| $4 The cMainienanteo ime Memprerne, 
| | That it is the indgement of our whole Charch of England,and of all 

| ' theeftates of our land, confirmed in cxprelle wordes by att of, 
i parliament, That rhe Adimiſter ought to have 4 vertaintic 19.der\ Þ 
l pend wVpon ; Andthatthe coantraric, not in mine OP1 nion onely, | þ 
butintheir wiſe andgenerall indgement 18,48 indecde itis, intolles 4 

-N rable and viiit. $57: rl res DD {ſit W 
8 But for * full aunſweretothe obiefion propoſed, Firſt,l doe, ! 
| ſpcake of that is praQized,not of that is enaRted: and doe con-1. 3 
þ demnethat courſe which now is growne with many into ſuch, # 
| acuſtome, that nether that lawe,nor reaſ0n,no nor theword of + Þ 
{| God carrhitherto reclaime them from it;andſo doe not weary. I 
| my Reader with waſte matter, nor fill my paper with an ynne=; , $ 
cclfary diſcourſe. : 11k.) oma nt 
| | » Secondly, lay, andwithall reverence and Chriſtian. humi-, 

TE litic, proſtrate at the feete of my Superiours, deliripg -aud' 

MM |  erauing leaue that it may bee. free for mee in ſo great a; 2 

H | IFÞ cauſe, and that ſo neerely and ſo much concerneth the glory. 
| a of God, and good of this Church,for which euery good man; 7 
| iP oughttobe content{if neede be)to lay downe his life toſpeake- 
| the truth;1 ſay it, That that ſtatute doth in very deed rather ſay. 
1 it, then aflure it tothe miniſter, ſhewwhathe ſhould haue,then 
i NE enarine him to recouer it. Becauſe whereas it debars him of the 

| defendants oath;the ſureſt and molt vſualremedy inal cauſes of 
tithes, it is found by long and too too much experience;that: 

L ill - thereby(that clauſe being commonly abuled againſt him) he'is. 
i , alfo-debarred of the thing it ſelfe that he ſcekes to recouer,For 
| ple-being nowa daies very apt to abuſe any aduantage that 

wn -- _ Jaw may yeeld, doc calily learne, Thatif they will bat not confeſſe 

l! any thing,the Miniſter can;recouer but what he'can proouc; = 

ll - which commonly muſt needes bee juſt nothing: whereby his 

I j\ calc becomesſuch,that valeiſe he will take with quietneſle (as 
li they call it) what they wil of curtclic giue him,by contending; 

1! for mere,he tr ſure too looſe al.No doubtther were {a reaſonas; 

I ble cauſcs,why the oth was forcfeded,& it may be the integrity; 

Al: ottholc times) whethe ſtatute was made){uch;that it was preſup- 

| | EE .. poſed, mEnceded notto be preſſed ſo far, but wold of very. con- 

[ll  kriencetocquity &right,of loue to the Church & Miniſteryzof - | 

| Il zcale to God & his Goſpel, do that were fit voluntarily, itheing. 12 

iVul butſhcwed themyor at farcheſt,vps examination, acknowledge: #® 


ne 


I 
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the tructh freely. Butthe corruptionand backwardnes of theſe 
our times ſhewing wholly the contrary, and becing ſuch , that 1 
thinke that manto bee as rarc as a blacke ſwanne, that-by vertue 

of that ſtatute hath of late yeares recouered any thing ; & that 
there bee many hundreds that can iu(tly alledge, That by abuſe or c« 
weaknes thereof, they haue done, and doo daily leeſriw-maner all: fure- cc 
ly: there bee cauſes more iult (vnletle ſome derthr courſe bee cc 
taken) why it ſhould bee againe permitted them : without the 
which the miniſters may juſtly and with griefes enough com- 
plaine, That that ftatute(ſtanding as yet it dooth) a/lowing them a cc 
certaintie, viz, perſonall tithes; m name , dooth take the ſame from ««- 
them is very deed, and renustes them to that it ſeemes to-condenme; the cc: 
mercie and oriehe of the people. 


CHAP, VL. 5 
That the miniſter muſt haue for his maintenance, not an i / ined 
Competent portion: But ſpeciallF,beſides offerings,the tithes of. 
all things ; which are ſtill due by dinine right: and bee of 


two ſortes, viz, Prediall, and perſovall.. 


S3]Rom the opinion of the: vulgar ſorte , Let 
NIJ41- vs come ( Godaſliſting) to thoſe of the lear- 
d| ned. Among ET doo hold, That 
concerning the miniſters maintenance,what 
-it ſhould bee, there. is nathing ccrtainly 
| . determined -inthe word of God ; oncly this 
PLP is therein taughtvs, and required, That the 
miniſter muſthaue competent maintenance, Thisif itbe yeclded him, 
how, whereof, os by whom ; ſo hee haue 1t, itis no. matter. 
Others bee. of the minde, That the: ſcripturercachethvs,. both 
that the miniſter ought to bee, maintencd:and that his mainte- 
nance ought to, bee not-an smagined competencie ; but ſpecially 


- 


Tithes, thetenth of the increaſe of all things... SERA I. 
The formeref theſe opinions (The reverence &:honoue that 

I beare vnto the perſons, learning, &ijudgement of thoſe that be. 
paar vx 8; alwaics aucd & reſcrued , becauſe awvicns Plato 

amicus 
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amicis Socrater;ſel magis Veritas:Tructh is 
all men)I doo diſlike. For itſcemeth vnto mee improbal 
God, who from. the very beginning till Chriſtes time 0 
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inthe time of the Goſpcll oncly, the later daies,and worlerage of 
2, Tim. 3.2. tae worlde, wherein Jus fpirite had forctold, That men would bee 


vathankefull,ynholie,withont natarall affetion, intemperate, deſpiſers 


oO 4; a 1.44466 Akin __ _ 
wu 148 <ite” 


| SO ſhould Hay, inthelewicked times & perillonas daics,leaue the(the 
the former, tothe mercy ofthe world, and conſcience of the 


- -- they were dealt with - EE. 

g'1 2. Whercasthe Church of Chriſt, cuen from the Apoſtles 
the paymentofTithes forthe maintenance of the miniſters of 
the Goſpell:ſhall weeſay, They did this,onely as acconmting that 
to beea fit courſe, and a competent maintenahice for'that pur- 

: BY pole ? or ſhall weefay they did it as acconnting that to bee the 
8: rightcourſe commannded of God, and which they had lear- 


i Goſpel, as it did in time of the Law, for:the Lordes 'owne 
ordinance? To affirme the former is againſt all a parance of 
tructh. The expretle wordes of the Fathers and/learned that 
wrote in thoſetimes'doo plainely(as hereafter ſhall be ſhewed) 


that this conctit of a competent miintenance; d6erh (which 
8 neither fafenor godly) epenly check & crofſe the iudpement 

. and praQtiſe of all Antiquitic zo 3 re 242 
3. Andforſornchas wee ſeeke not what may bee doneat 

| ſometimes 


$4 1 FI 


of 


to bee preferredabone- © | 
improbable,that 
neither is nor-.can be denied) as. carcfull for:them wholePrieſt- 
hood was nothing ſo cxcellent and worthic: honott, as the-mj-: | 
q / niſterie ofthe new Teſtament, had declared & reucaled,wherchy 
hee would haue the pricſts of thoſe times to bee maintained: as 
by tithes, offcrings,&c. and did not leaue itto the diſcretion: of 
men to allot whatthey imagincdto bee competent; ſhould now, 


louers of them{elues, conetous, boaſters, proude , diſobedient to parents; + 
ef them that bee good, lowers of pleaſure more then loners of God,hauing 
a ſhew of godlines, but denying the power thereof , &c. All and cuery. 
= which vices in whomſocuer,and whereſocuer they reigne,would 
1 hinder the condigneentertainement of his miniſters: That hee . 


preachers of the Golpell) wpoſe miniſterie by farre excelleth 


-. worldlie minded to appointthem maintenance. as carele(le how. 


By times almoſt, put in prafiſe generally all Chriſtendome-over, 


I'| | ned; out 'of the word of -God ought to ſtand in time of the 


/ | teſtife the contrary. Doo wee notſcethen (grauntingthelater) ? 


fome tat Ry as 1 is Go ce in _. 
this caſe, andtherefore ought ordinarily and. wot cuery 
where andat all times to, bee done 3; what Preſident. and prattife 
inany oneage of the Church can, any. ſhew Sn this competent. 
XZ maincainance withont tithes! ,. as; we, .can throughout. many 
1 ages, for the ordinaric maintenancethereof by Tithes.?. Before, 
FX the tive. of the Apolilcs, the ordinary. ezaintcnance of Gods. 
JE miniſters was tithes 3-in the, time! of, the Apoltles-, jt . was; 
| -cither byacammuniticofall things,or. by a: volu conri-, 
bution:lith their time-anda fewe ſucceeding yeares without any 
interruption neil chis preſent day, the ordinary. WAGs, "_ 
ef the miniſters of the Church before Popery, vader po 
fince Popery, hath beene by tithes, and not by fome otherſu 
cue: petent maintenance, Now is it probable,That hoot 
Godsordinancefortheordinary & perpetuall maintenance. 
| obhis Church {for that. is the queſtion) which at.no time, in 
XZ noage of the Church hath. beene_generally-pratiſed by the 
| Church 2 Andrhat infieed of Gods ordinance (all thelights of. 
2 hit Church beeing blinded)gpother courſe. of mans invention _ 
* mink ,gencrally from tink to time bee” dnhiindt and a 
= muimtcds 2 ng 2 - | | OK, 
| 4. 7 Butbecit ſupp ©d, that noching 
; can bee demanded b tonely the ge gen 


| ig mlatnenaaſ any will hes it ys- out of the. word, 
thencewerareſure nothing can beſhewed-vn elle is berithes, i 
1 Tithes2 (ErhejiwnlL-aubſrere vereyis 5þ any hape ther dE 
= claiming Tithes,infleedtherevf a greater 8 richer portic 
37 bee obteined?: Nayisit nat very likely that many doo gladly < 
hcareofand fauour this conccit: of a-competent maintenance, << 
in hope to drawe thereby the authors thereof to. oucrthrow « 
theriie hoes, arid ſeiged yct a great: parte-of the tithes and. other <c 
emoluments- ofthe Church; which-hitherto bows clcaped the « 
hands of fpoilers, asa prey? Not a few will quickly learne this « 
kind of Logicke; Miniſters atctohaue , by their owne confcl- 
fion,butacom -Anaintenance:& what then ſhould a i 
ſtcr doowith-ſogreataliving,Tomuchtirhes? leiſe by balfe 
enough for a miniſter, If one retuſ<itzyets great many 


* OR” y 
5 


will bee glad withie ,” and acknowledge that they have living 
ſufficient too ; &c. 2. If they will ſay, 'Lefſe then tithes is: a 
competent maintenance z doo they-not then iuſtly prouoke 


againſt them the mindesof all that truelyfauour learning,/and | 
duclic conſider how it 'ought' to: bee horioured ? dootheyinot _ * 
then openly, withoutany colour atall, ſet open the doore vnto. 


extreame impictie & ſacriledge? making way, and as it were iuſti- 


lying it, To hauc all Church liuings,tithes,lands;8 all long fince 4 


ecrated vnto God, to bee prophaned; and turned into that 
whereofthe land is already too tall (and too lamentable expe- 


 rience hath taught vs, isa great parte of the miſery of our mi. 


3.7 80:5. 


7. 
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3. Cor.9,14 Ht line of the Goſpell, that is , baja ſuch maintenance for his 


niſteric,the ruine of learning and religion amang vs)/mpropria- 


tions? . 57:0; 
_ , dop'they not ſpeake manifeſtly againſt the ſeope' of 
the {cri 
double honour ; that is, an honourable and liberall, and nota 
ſparing and maintenance ? mwſt be a keeper of hoſpitalitie, 


and fo beeableto entertaine others, aſwell as to live himſclfe? 


preaching of the Goſpell, that hee may beeable to liue thereby 
alone, without any intermedling, for lacke of maintenance; in 
other trades of life: notf{paringly and needily neither, but .well 
and wealthily as becommeth- his: calling;, and as did-they:'by 
the altar, that waited on the altar: which cannotiOrdinati/y bee 
done;if his maintenanice be lefſe therithe renth, | hens 
Secondly, I demaund who ſhall (if the word of God:doo not) 
determine whatis competent?Shall the Cleargie?lt is likely they 
ſhall notheeadmitted as competentludges intheirownecaule. 
Shall the Laitie ? What is-then t&' bee expected, but that they 
will favour themſelves cnough; and too much'? willthere not 
bee among them, | 2 uot capita, rot" ſenſa , 'as:many:men;; ſo 
many minds. And as men are furprifed with the affections 
'of couctouſnes', of contemptofthe Goſpell , diſgrace of that 
calling, negle& of karning, andother lite : ſois-it not likely 


one will detctmine this to bee competent, and another that; and 


the feweſt of all come any thi the mark > arid th 
( the miniſters) bee y' UHng necre tne marke and TREF 


that for ſuffiticne many times, which 


ptures, which teach ,, That the miniſter” mui? baxe- 


inforced 'to-accept add | 
'which is not, and to take rced "to accept that for. competent , 
is halfc lelſe then enough # 


And. 
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And what remedie? For (Oeaathns fs God hath h oy 
potkingeo chipper EY 
ſclucs, Thatto be. competent, notwhich: | h 
but whichothcrs ſay. is competent. ! (1-12) 101) 6 : 
1 IFalready-chere had bene notryallof the ab ends 

competencie, men might happely be pany rafeare, i no 
feare were , | and to {ulpe& morethenthey had 


cauſe experiences the lureſh,che though notalwaics | oy Gill = 
cher: letvs heare from it,what (vpon perfwaſic | NO dOUDY;. 
> ie onlic was 4) men. haue alrcady 


pon that nt:,, and Pj hn) en gs 
hes Pl ie cue cam. ghll wile is yetin gratlc, what corne itis 
like'toproous. \ A 1s 
$38. Te is not:many yeare3 agg, That tenne' ound. a. 
entmainte ,And ac 


washelde com g- 
ings being: ſcazcd.intolay-mens hands, in 


ly:fome: C 
fiexthercof, there was allotted cither a few of the 
) or cllea ſet ſtipend of - 


backe againe 
fragments thercof,tbew " 09 tNCTEaDAUt 
ent a maintenenes IR hath proucd 2.48 


like valew. 5 251116 -witrn 
Bute how: 

we canriot but with gricfe conſider , and had necd with tcares 

lament; fo he ——s a damned foulcin hell dooth feele.. All 

confetſerhatſuch mw—_ is. now. incon t: but who are 

they chat amend it? Itwere-xcaſon,, that as, the temp 


themlcl Frames becnme woorth . 4. or neceſſarie 
WI nag ee NS Rich Qibela meter, . 


chatemunmighebeable 0 = 
haue done. beware Hallows 
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and 


is fortie.. Some few there be, thatare ſo liberally minded 
- che miniſters;that they could wy, they had an 100. ; 
an hundred pounds a peece: and that weze- abundantly: ; 
(itthey bee nor deceiued) farany miniſter: Sothat-in-all-their 


opinions that talke of a. competencie, and would bee the tatters Þ} 
thereof, if miniſters will maintaine the generall,8&&lay-men may. Þ 
determine the particular; from 10. or 20. poiid. toan 100; potid,”- i} 


is competent-maintenance for any miniſter, Butwhatcopetency 


there is intheſcrates 1 leaueto others toiudge: this only added; 
"That for mine owne parte, I thinke of themaall ceteris Paribur,as. | 
Demoſth. in once Demoſthenes did of the counſels of certaine Orators in-his * | 


Philip. 


A 


daicswhich hercſembleth tothe dycts of lick men, whichweither 


gue 4 man life , 


of this /appoſed comperencie,the mare I doo conſider:thereof, & of 


» 


bringwith ie(quite contrary tothe natare of tructh;wholerpros 
Pertic is,the more it is eyed the fairer to appeare, & further tonliure} 


the more am I drawneto diflikeandreieacit; v5! 23h nonm ttt 

Leauing ittherefore, Let vs come tothe other apinian,viz.. 
theirs. which holde Thatby Gods ordinarict,5 Law yet in forcti the 
miniſter ought to hawe the Tithes for his maintenance. Which;pointl 


ſhalt with the more alacritic & facilitie intreat of,becauſe diuers;.. 


". " 


o be d* rure Dildo 


of Tithes:which ist py Ho abi} ought yo uo afcls 
id to, haur ſafhcientand: competent maintenance by th 
Which cquiticaniſubſtance efthe xw, beeing/moralb3 ought 
alwajcsrs.cominuc, becing grounded ay the Lawof Nature, 
Thos halt not monſle the month of the axe'that iventlerh prac res. 
| \ECONGILYs. 


toward: 
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nor ſuffer himto die. And,for the opinion itſclfe,, 
the cuils and inconueniencesand miſchicfes thar'itmuſt rieeds. w 
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Secondly, ho efiningk ck nas of Sik 
(Princes lawes) doo confirrae thisauncient and excellentconfti- 
£eution of Tithes, we are bound 5#rs'Dixins,to obey ſiich/lawes, 
beeing agreeable tothe word of Gody which earateds obe- 
dicncc to our magiſtrates /in al[lawfull ordinance.” To theſe Wee 
may addea third reſpe: and thatis, The obligation where: 


the Church of Chrift hath long eg bound her ſeife tothe Hooker 
paymentof the Tithes; hauing for many' ages paſt;conſeerated cel. pot. 
paiſe; That howfventr jb. 5. 


them vntoGed:WI commethto 
at the firſt 'Ticthes might- ptobably haue ſetmed mens owne, and 
men: hauc hadſome colour to'vic them as pes good: our 
now, becing made/Gods by dedication, beeing given'vpand 
_ yeelded vmta him forthe 
comechis-proper inheritance 3' And- therefore” can not"riew; 
without openiniury toGod,and his-Church, without ranſgrel: 
fion of his Law: bee alicnated ' from God, taken from his- 
Church, and put againe to commonvſe. Hee (1 Gay) nr” thus. 
longtime beene in-fuch ſorte inveſted with the po -of- 
them; it is now altogether vaine'and- Lijeefibous;) is cnquire- 
wetherthey bee a matter of dinine right? Thus Puodemmods 
aftcraſort, in thisſenſc, and intheſereſpeRes,, the pointcon-- 
'erouerted is . Butbecauſe this: conceſſion doth notſi- 
eisfiethe queſtion ilelfe, letvs examinethe other ſenſe alſo; 
Now ſearching the ſcriptures for this matter;Gev. 24.8 28. wee 
ſhall findethat Ticheewerepayd by holy and godly men z as by 
Abraham and Iacob, beforc euerthere wavany law v in the 
 timeof Nature.. wee may not obſcurely rl chinke,. 
That; ro paie the Temb;is a parte of the morall bn a.datic which: 
Godfrom the- beginning required: of man as Hir ſarred Right.. 
Forthoſc holy Pxtriarkes,no doubt;, did nothing in that- point, 
be whariegue all mensdutie ts performe: andare ſet foorth as: 
examplesand Preſidenesy 


6 Ardinvein Tents mare confirmed; FR hat 4 -in 


\ projptic 
wbiſtorics I dos finde; *'That the very heathen of 


wee en 


in wliom wee are to ſee what other: 
godly: nent: of thoſe agncieny-azes and former times did accus- 


thoſe elder 
the time of Natars,vied almoſt eucry wherceto pay the: 
Fay on on ek He 
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Bibl.lib.5. 
Cap.2. 


W hy the 
dumel aefi- 
red to 

hanxe the 
tenth. 


-»;/1Rutehar.is eaſily aunſwered, Firſt, that Zecob had a reſpeRt 


_ :. FL M arafenance /2he) f, {0/0 ; 
manes and Grecians 3 the Sabres and</Ethiopiansyto the ſundrie 

gods which their countrics ___ ; And ina word;as-Fes 

ſens.an auncient Storic-writer doth-report, generally, decimans 
queque veteres: ds ſuis offerebant's, All nations of former times 
offered totheir gods the tenth. For howeould.tt be;that all-peo- 
ple, euenthoſe . knew not-the:truc Ged, yet ſhould herein 
conſentwith the true worſhippers?bat that either by the-lightof 


- +naturczor by auncienttradition receiued-cucnfrom Noah ando- 
- - ther Patriarks;they had learned, that The texth was Goarpart .> 


1fany will obic&;that 'the cheathen did it byinſtigation of 
their gods, diucls indecd:: [for,fuch a thing doth a:certaine 
Ghawgephenofabo times relate, as 'openingthe reaſon how 
thatcultome Hoxere decimam Hereuli, To vow and paythetenth 
to Herculesytooke his beginning; aying, that Hercules: (a diucll 
appearing in ſuchalikenctlc) being on atime friendly entcrtai- 
ned by Potitinsand Pinarins,promiſed a happy. life and increaſe of 
wealth, toallſuchas ſhould offer. to him the tenth of. alktheir 
igoods,] This is{ofarre from-oucrthrowing that which infer, 
chat it-helpes nota little to the proofethereof. For why: elſe 
ſhould it bezthat the diuell ſhould claime preciſcly that part, buc 
becauſe being an enemy to God, and deſirous, ascnuious ofhis 
'honqur,andas the Ape and'imitator of God; to transfer ynto 
himſclfe'Gods-worſhip, andto rob him of his gloryandgdue © 
ucryaway;as infacrificesand-oblations,ſo intcnthes likewiſe;he 
.did alſumeandvendicate thispart of Gods worſhip: as ifinot 
.God; but he had beene the makerandowner of the world, and 
gecrotpenperidicand riches vnto men yponearth,  -, -/---+ 
The {tory of Jacobs payment of tythes carictha ſhe\ 
of repugnancy, becauſe it reporteth that he ,paidethem-vpon x 
vowe. Ger.28.20. (aying; if God will bee with mee: in this vournie 
which I goe, and will gine me bread to eate,and clothes topmt on;ſo that 
4 come againe vuto my fathers houſe in peace, then ſhall the Lord be my 
. God, and this ſtone (which | hauc now {ct vp as a pillar) ball bee 
Gods honſe;and of alt that thou (O God) ſpale ine me, I will pine 
the tenth uno thee. Whereupon itisobiced by ſome;that Jacob 
Haidethem notasa morall ducticbutas avow. - ', ! +11 


tothe made; with, Abraham namely, I wi bee thy God 


| IL FS @t- <2 > it "METTs g- 
-endof thy ſeedes'Gen. 17:7. By vertue of which, hee was: bound 


K 


amet _— a part: _ S—— A nſe itis vo 
by manifold exam ractiſc- of godly men, that itis 60 
new thing nor vauſuall with'the y ,by vowing | binde 
henideines to doe that which by net of 'God: and former 
duetic they are bound to performe- (ſo to! ſtirre vp their ownc 
flackneile, and <cnkindle their - zcale to neceilary obcdicnce) 
what letteth but that wee may conceive the like- of /acob in this 
caſe, ? Hee knewit. En Ee IE 
the tenth: yet partly toſlirre vp his owne care and zcale part- 
ly.to teſtifie more apparantly fs chankefall heart, wo cucn 
before bleflings he , þcthoughtit ſelfe what torender to 


ſame,recciued:partly,as abhorring and diſclay» 
ming the prophincneſſ of the world Mic h (likely) cucn: then 
began eucry where tocaſt away the fearc of thealmightic,andto 


detaine to themſcluesas their owne, Gods part of theirriches; c 
bindeth himſclfe by, ſpeciall vow, to performe that, which hee 
knew to be, though Aug vowed it not , his ducty.to-doc, /ThatT- 
traine not his words from his meaning z he him(clfe, by his for- 
mer words,beivgalſo a part:of his vow,doth; beare- me witnelle, 
For, if younotethe wards well, he. dc a three ſcucrall things, 
Firſt, chee the Lord foall bee bis Gals opk-d is, ins wound 


7ery 7) that theri aded. 
the ſammec = thi picticand religion. . __ thatehat fone 
ſtall bee Gods howſe ; that is, that there where hehad pitched the: 
ſtone, hee would (as in Gods Tabernacle) ſerue God, build an 
alrar,and offcr ſacrificcs, &c;as Cap 35:1. & 7: verſe. Thirdly, 
that of all that God ſhould give, him, hee wow/d give the tenth 
to God, zas. the 2ra maintenance that. belonged. to o..the 
houſe of God, tor the ſuſtenance of-the- pricſts that thould 
attend on the altar. Here no man I ſuppole will Gy. ,,but 
that it-was Jacobs ductic, cuen without a vow, to iſerne and wor- 
ſhip Godonely,to offer to him Sacrifices, &c,:Yctdothhe by vo! 
promiſeto performeit:- And therefore as becauſe hee. vowes 
thoſe duetics , it followes not, clſc hee was: not bound to-hauc 
done. them : ſo-,ncither doth. it follow., becauſe hee vowed = 
tithes, therefore to. pay them, was(clſc)-no-parie of his .dutie. 
Itis more TE a great drake eat beinga moſt religiousanc 
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wiſe man, knowing that God delights not 


vnto GoJ;vpon mature deliberation refolucth; tothe end: his 
vow might pleaſc God, that ſhould bea part thefeof,) 3 ts 


not-in raſh-and vnlawfull - | 
 vowes, and knowing the pxyment of Tithes 'to bee acceptable 


Thus ou vans; Ares ng can bet obicted, it ap- 


peareth by paymentthereo 
* a part i TT oral law, derined from the very law of Nature, 
Whence it followethi, That ſuch paymentis in force Rtill:forche 
morall law is perpetuall, as a duetic tanght vnto man from the 
beginning, to continue to the endfolong as there remaineth a 
man vpen the earth. Which ſtanding firme,this ao maſt {tand 
for firme, Thatſuch Tenth is now due to the miniſters of the 
Goſpell, becauſe they arcto vs as Gods Subſtirares, aswere the 
prielts then. And thYfefore as one (aicth' of Abraham paying 

ithes; What Abraham owed vnto God, hee payd it vnto et 


| chizedec, as vntoGod himfſclfe: So, what people ewe vnto God 


(viz. Decimam) they ought to pay vnto the miniſters of the 
Goſpell, asynto God himſelfe, oo 

© Tolay itis amorall precept, To maintainethe miniſter, or'ts 
giue God ſome partof our goods, is hata weake cualion ;; forlo- 
much as it evidently appearcth , that the Temthe , and not any 


other, or any vncertaine part hath beene from the beginning. 


payd vnto God, received by his Subſtitutes, & accounted God: 


x and that God himfelfe {o ſoone ' 8s hee maketh claime t6 


is right, and once nominateth what it is, claimerh and caller 


by the name of the Tenth, as Lenit. 27. 30. Numb. 18. 20. ſaying, 


The Tenth is mine. | | 
2. From thetime of Naturc, if wee come to the-time of the 
Lawe;all dooknow, That from 22e- till Chriſt, the repch of all 


thingswas accounted Godepart,& that the Lord made challenge 


therevnts asto hisowne properright and peculiarporrion. The 
Tem of the lande is mine. All tithes are bole ito the Lorde , and 4 
rant ay rhe Tithes onto Lew and his feed. And herevpon it's, 
thathee fairh, that Her irtheir inheritance: and that Malac. 3.440. 


Heedoth charge the people, that in withholding their Tithes and = 


offerings they had robbed him, &C. | 
-In theſe ſpeeches andtheir like,wee muſt note twothin 


the Lords right vnto Tithes. Hee claimeth that parte and one 
other:notan viy. dr xv. ora xx. but the tenth preciſely ; as" fits 
OwNne 


before the Law,that zo paie the texch, 
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owne proper inheritance. Thetentb (ſaith he)i mine. 
True it is, that all wee haue in aſenſe is the Lords, becauſe - 
All thinges are of him. 1. Chronicles 29. 14. And in that ſenſe 
itis aide, P/alme. 24. 1. The carth is the Lords and all that 
is therein,the round world and they thatdwel in it:and P/.50.10. , 
All beaſts of the forreſt- are mine, and ſo are thecattell vpon a thou- Ts 
3 /and hills. And faith our Apoſtle, what haſt thou © man LE 
| | what cucr thou bee, and -whatloener thou haue, which | 
Y thou haſt not recciued ? But in this caſe God dooth claime 
| thetenthto bee his ina more peculiar ſenſe and ſort; and that 
is not- Creations, becauſe hee hath made all: nor Iwre Po- 
zeftatis,becaule hee hath the diſpoſing of all; forin theſe ſenſes 
the other nine partes are alſothe Lordes': but Ture Proprietatis 
ſine reſernationis ., in reſpe of the very proprictic thereof, or 
by way of reſeruation : becauſe hauing giuen all the reſt vnts 
the ſonnes of men, he hath reſcrued vnto himſelfe, to beſtowe 
where hee will, the tenth, as his owne immediate rightand por- 
tion, cucnin alike manner as aLord ym away his land to 


a tenant, :reſerueth: yet for his owne vic,- a certainerent out of 
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| The notice and conſideration wherof no doubt moued ſome 
ycry learned and judicious cxpolitors, to intitle tithes by the 
name of aſacred and holy rent or tribute, asitwere inſinuating 
thereby, that as the land of Egype (Gen-47.)) being ſold intothe 
hands of Pharas, there was reſerued'vnto Pharas, the firſt part 
of the increaſe thereof, as a rentor annuitic thereof, andthe 
ple allowed to take the other foure parts for the ſecede and for their 
labonr and for proniſion for them and theirs : $0the whole earth be- 
ing Gods, and he gizing it zothe ſonnes of men, he hath notwith- 
ſtanding fora token andacknowledgementof his ſoucraigntie, 
rcſcrucd vnto himſelfe,as arent and facred tribute for thewhole, 
the tenth of elhs; © 1. nigh 11 2015 36103 or DLIGOS OL SIE TA +» 

- The other thing I note:out ofthewords, is the beſtowing of 
tithes.7iches(laith God)are mine.Butto what vic? 1 have gizen thens 
(faich ay liinEs ſomnes of Lexi for an inheritance. And why to Lews 
and his ſonnes ? for the ſermice which they ſerne mee inthe tabernacle, 

Num. 18 24 And this teachethvs,. that in /ae/ſolong as Lew 
ſcrucd at the altar,” and waytcd in: the Tabernacle, fo long 


pe 
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he had rightto Tithes, How right? Not Proprzo iure, not by hig. 
owne proper right, but in the Lords behalte, and by way of af- _ 
fignation- from the Lord, who had (to ſpeake after our faſhion) 
palled them oucr vnto Les and his hcircs-ſo long asthcir ſer=. 

nice did continue. Theſe things being obferued, that is, firſt, the 


Lords right vnto Tithcs, which cannot but bee perpetuall; then. I 


his aſlignation of Tithes.to Lewi,which was but temporary ;and 
herewithall that the miniſters. of the Goſpelareto God now- 


| inthe ſteed of L-ni,& do miniſter vnto him,notin the ſame but. 


a more excellent forme;we may with great, and I think vndenia- 
ble probabilitie gather, that forſomuch asthe Lords rightvnto. 
the tenth holdeth ill, he hath Zemirs to ferue- him: (till, his ten. 
plc and [cruice to be attended ſtill;thae (til they ought torecciue: 
that right on the Lords behalfe, which haue fucceeded. inthe 
ſteed of thoſe thatrecciued itheretotore. [042 

| Tofay;that the law of tithes ceaſed when Zexzes (eruice ended, 
is an argument of no force. Firſt, becauſe they were afligned not 
fo much forthe perſons fake as for the 'othce, the Serwice:of Gnd:: 
which continging though in another forme, doth+ineceflarily 
require the continuance of the maintenance, vnleſle a better 
comcin place; which isalrcady graunted cannot bee. ..Second- 
ly,becauſe the rightand ſothe law-of Tithes. tooke: nothis be- 
ginningat Lexi (tor the payment of. Tithes was not then firſt 
zaſtituted, but aſſigned onely towhom for that tim&zand imthat 
land, they fliould beepayd)) It is therefore improbable , that: 
the payment of tithes thould endwith Zexies feruice,which took: 
not- beginning thereat ; but were Gods, 'and belonged: tothe 
prieſts of God,whenas yet Lex; had notthe office:butreafon & 
equity doth rather yeeld;that as the prieſts of God in time of na- 
ture,had them before Lex, and the law :'So the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel ſhould haue themnow after the law, & ſince Leaies time. 


Farther,we are to coplider, that the aflignation of tithes made 
to Lexi pertaynedonely tothem that were vnder' the law.” Then, 
thatthoſe nations which liucd without the law(written)could be 
no lefſe bound to the payment of tithes cuen intime of the law 


from Moſertil Chriſt;then they were beforc the law from Adar 


till 17o/er:whereupon itmuſtfollow vndeniably,that howſocuer 


the heathen fayled inthis asin alvther parts of Gyds ſeruice;yct 


Godsright (for rightaccording to our Engliſh prouerbe, newer 
| | rots)-. 


w- 
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rots)continued among them ſtill: and therefore if there had biN 


among themany godly worſhippers,& priclts of God,they both 


* 


would and ought te haue paid exthes to thole prieſts of the high 
God,& not totheſons of Zeur;as Abraham, lacob,and othergodly 
mcn of their and former times , did pay the ſame to the prieſts 
thatwere in their daics.If all this be truc,and what thereof can be 
denicd I {ce nat;then foralmuch as the preaching of the Goſpel, 
is but a reuoking of them backe into the right way, that were 
gone aſtray, and a reſtitutionofthe true worſhip of the onely 
true God our all the world; what letteth that the miniſters of 
the Golpel ſhould not now haue reſtored yato them alſo, what 
by continuall right belonged ta the prieſts of God whereſocucer 
the law raigned not from Adams vnto Chriſt?So that whether we 
conlider of the -ainiſters of the Goſpel as ſuccelſours in office 
(for the ſubſtance is ſtill one) either to the (cede of Lexi vnder 
the law, or the prieſts of God without the law,it will be hard to 
ſhew why they ſhould nat ſucceede them both in maintenance 
alwell as inſcruice. __ WAS Kt. 
_  Befides this,whereas there are in tithes two things to be con- 
ſidered;that is, the Inſtitution and Aſſignation, Gods proper and 
immediate right,and mans mediate and ſubordinate Tolkien, | 
the one reſpecting God himſclfe as Lord of all, the other man, 
Gods miniſters for the time being:can any man ſhew,nay wilany 
Diuine ſay,that God hathno longer any properright & intereſt 
vnto the temporall goods of men on carth, but hath remitted 
 yvnto man that holy rent, that ſacred tribute, which once,before 
the law,and.in the law,in ſigne,and for an acknowledgement of 
his vniuecrſall Soueraigntic,he impoſed vpon.the wolrde If that 
' may not..-be affirmed, for all DiuivesI thinke hold the contrary: 
what is or can be that Sacr. veigad, if it be not Trthes ? Who can 
ſhew vs any other ? 2. or muſt we imagine, whereas in true wiſc- 
dome and good poalicie, all kings. and princes of the world, all 
landlords,and proprictarics of the carth,doc impoſe vpon their 
| ſubicRs and tenants,their tributes, cultomes, rents,&c.Certacne, 
whereby the one may know {til from timeto time,what to de- 
mand, the other whatto pay; that God the fountaine of al wiſc- 
dome and author of al good policy, &order,and not of confuli- 
on, pooninny: men nowin time of the Goſpel (as ſccingthe 
tenth to be grawamen Eceleſiea burthe too heauy for his church, 
Pen CS EEETSOOEL 4a 
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The Maintenance ofthe Minifterie, 
an cxaQion too hard and great forthe world now to beare, and 
therfore repenting him of that courſe which for more thE gooo., 
yearcs he had approucd and continued to honor himwith heir 
goods in what Proporeen and quantitic they luft, to paicfortri-' 
bute to him what they will? whereby neither he that paiesit,nor 
hethat on Gods behalfe requires it , may be able to lay , This is 
5: : Lafſure you it ſoundeth not in minecares, And therforeyntil 
theinſtitution andright of Tithes, to Gud, aſwell as the aſſigna- 
tion of them to Lexi, be prouedto be voyd and atan ende,I ſee 
no ſufficient reaſon to yeelde, either that men ought not to pay 
them, or miniſters to require & receiuethem as Gods part ſtill, 
3 From thetime of the I awe, letys come to the time of the 
-Goſpel,and fromthe old Teſtament(for proofes) vntothe new: 
and therein for orders ſake, firſt, vnto our Textit ſelfe. Where 
if we demand of the Apoſtle,how muchthe miniſter muſt haue 
of his hearer,truc it is, he doth not ſay exprellely the tenth of all 
his goods,but a part. Make him (faith hee) partaker of all wy row 
But if wee may coniecure what , or how greata part hee ſhould 
meane,foraſmuch as wee are allurde that Saint Pau/knewe well, 
that the pricſtes of God beforethe Lawe, and the Lexits likewiſe 
in time of the Lawe , had alwayes the tenth part ,, and that in 
the whole Scripture there i »o certaine parte z but that , na- 
med to be the Lords, or approoued and afligned by nameto any 
that ſcrued inthe work ofthe Lord: what partmay we imagine 
that he meant,but that which heandall the learned, yealearned 
and vnlcarned knew, had euen from the beginning of the world 
b -ne counted the Lordspart,and theprieſts portion? And it'is more 
robable, thatthereforeinthe new Teſtament, that point is not 
F direAly handled, as itwas in theofde;becauſeby the olde, it 
was already very manifeſt ; then that the mention thereof was 
Omitted, becaule it was to growe out of vſe. For the alteration 
needed a ſpeciall declaration, which the' continuanceneeded 
not, And therefore in my opinion the Apoſtle muſtbeynder- 
ftood to ſpeake of the Tenth part,andnot of any othernewe, and 
neuer yet invfe. As if hee ſhould fay : 'Let the hearer make his 
xeacher partaker with him of all his goods,accordin g to the or» 
dinance of God, inſfuch manner and meaſure as from the begin- 
ning itis not vnknowne thatthe ſeruaunts of God hauecuer 
beene accuſtomed torecciue, Azin a like ſenſe, perf 
- ing 
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The Maintenance of the Minifterie. 96"Clup. 6, 
thing already knowne , wee ſay, Let ſuch one hane his aue : and in 
the Goſpell, Marth. 2e. The Lord of the vineyard having firſt 
agreed with all the labourers for a peny a day, ver.2.when Eucn 
was come, laithvnto his Steward, Callthe labourers and pine them 
their here. And itis the more probable, becauſe he doth require 
cxprelly (as I haue already taught) that this part bee paide 
in fpecie, inits kinde, and oxt of aff ſuch goods asa man hath , by 
due proportion, which was,and is the true and ancient payment ' 
of the tenth. For ſpeaking plainely of the manner how this part 
ſhould be payd, hee mightthereby cafily bee conceiued what 
he meanit concerning the meaſure. How profitable it may feeme 
to others I cannottell : but this Iknow, That theſe conſidera-' 
tions haue ſeemed to ſome & thoſe very good Diuines (though 
contrary minded)fſo weightic,that they haue therupon yeclded 
thus farre, That ifany pou in allthe new Teſtament doo make 

. for Tithes,itis ſpecially this. 

Ifthe Apoſtle bee obſcure in this place by reafon of the bre- 
uitic of hiswriting, letvs ſee whether hee bee not more plaine 
in ſome other where he is morelarge. Turne we backe there- 
forcto 1. Cor, 9. where, vpon another occaſion he doth inlilt 
ypon this doqtine of the Miniſters maintenance. There,ver.13. 
taking anargument afſmils, from them that miniſtred in the 
temple about holythings, and waited at the altar, how dooth 
he conclude? 7ta etiam dominrs conftituit, &c. So alfo, bath the 
Lord ordeined, that they which doopreach the Goſpell ſhonld lime of 
the Gofpell. Here itkeemeth vnto me, the Apoſtle plainely tea- 
cheth, That rhe fame meaſure and the fame manner of mainte- 
nance, which they had that once ferned* inthetemple, and at- 
tended at the altar, is now allowed & alltgned tothem that ſerue 
in the Church and preach the Goſpel. They were maintained in 
very liberall & copetent ſort,fo muſt theſe. Their maintenance 
was\ſcaled &certaine, not voluntary, ſomuſttheſe. They were 
maintained by tithes & oblations,ſo muſt theſe. Their portion 

 wasof holy things,that is of Gods part,of things cor:fecrated to 
God, fo muſt the portion of theſe be. Neither is it a matter of 
cquitic onely, that it were fit thus it ſhould be,ora humane coh- 
ftitutis,fuppolingie were beſt ſoto be: butita Domiz conſtiruit, 
or as others read, mandaxit, it is the conſtitution, ordinance or 
 commaundcment of the Lord , that this oughtto be. The 
ay rm orry pemgarat barb ® 2 rod 
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Lord,who hath a peculiar right toa ccrtaine part of cucry.mans 
goods, hath thus appointed. As once God aſſigned oner his tithes 
& other Jutics to the ſeed of Lewi, becauſe hee had ſeparated them 
to ſerucin his Tabernacle:ſo now their ſcruice beeing ended, & 
hee having ſubſtitutein their roomes for the worke of the Gol- 
pell, not ſome certainefamilics of the carth,but Paſtors and Tea- 
chers,whs it pleaſeth him to call; To theſe,to the end they may 
live by their miniſteric as the former did by theirs, & bee incou- 
raged tothe- worke they haue in hand, hath bee aſſigned oucr 
that which the former had, viz. hi_Tithes and Offeringes. In a 


word;the Apoſtle ſpeaking of a kindeof maintenance that is of 


Gods ordinance & not mans,cſtabliſhed by the Lord,not deuiled 
by manallotted the preachers of theGoſpel to liue vpon,& luch 
a'oNe as they had that miniſtred in the temple, and ſerued at the 
altar;letſuchas bee contrary minded prooucvato vs,Thattheir 
maintenance was not tithes: and then, & neuertell then will wee 
yeeld, nor ſhall they bee able to prooue, That ours ought te bee, 
not Tithes, but ſome other thing. For it is cuident by this place 
of the Apoſtle, That ſuch as theirs was, ours muſt bee. : 
From this place of the Apoltle,let vs proceed toanother, & 
that is, Heb. 7. where hee maketh mention very often of Abrah. ® 
his paying tithes to Jelch : which though he do to another end, | 
yet by thoſe his wordes,beeing about another matter,he ſheweth | 
withall , That Tithes pertaine ynto the miniſteric of the Goſpell 
as once they didto that of the temple. Firſt of all it is euident 
by the Apoſtles words,that AZelchizedec was a figure of Chriſt; 
whence it followes that ChriF in the perſon of MMelchizedec re- 
cciucd tithes of Abraha,8& that they arc due no leile to his priclt- 
hood;thento that of 44elch. But if Chriſt had right to tithes be- 
fore the law, hath he not the ſameright alſo fince the law,in the 
time of the Goſpell?For his pre (thood being perpetuall,ſo muſt 
wee conlider of Aelch. in hisowne 
pcrſon;thatis, not as A figure of Chrift, but as the prieſt of God; 
it Melch. had right torecciucthem in the behalfe of God, whoſe 
pricſt hee was,how much more Chrift,who is a prieſt for cucraf- 
tcrthe lameorder that Mclchizedec was 2 O93 
Touching Abraham, wee: may conſider of him , either as 2 
PFIuate man, oras a Patriarke, As a priuate perſon in paying * | 
tithes,what other thing did he, but what was cuery godly. mans 
el dutic 
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dutie to doo? which (faith a certaine learned writer) is ſo repor- 

red,that thereby it mayluthicientlyappeare;thatit was a cuZome 

or ordinarie thing among the godly of thoſe times. And who 
can ſhew vs, that the godly are freed from that dutic {incethe 
law, which they owed to God before2Or,that God which accep- 

_ ted Tithes, as his ſacred Right then, hath reieQted it now 2 As a 7 

Patriarke, and fatherof the faithful, ifwee conſtderhim; dooth: 

not hee the father, by performing thatduetic,ſhew in what ſteps 

his children ought towalke, whofe offpriag weearc, notaccor- 

ding tothe fleſh, but by thatwhich is thefurer {ide,by faith? 

But whatisall this tovs,thatbe miniſtersof the Golpell? very 

much euery way. For ſceing we are in Chriſt-s ſteed, x. Cor. 5. 

20. & hee that receiuzth vsreceiueth Chriſt, Aarh. 10. 40;as 

AMelch, beeing Dei ſubrogatus,Godsdepatic, lawfully recciucd at 

Abrahams hand whatwas due to God: fo wee on Chriſtes behalfe 

doo as lawfully claime & receiue of the hand of Chriſtians what 

is Chriſtes right. Which thing isnet improbable that our Apo- 

file reſpeed,when r,Cor.g.the place: beforealleadged, he ſaith, 

The Lord hath ſo ordeined:. as it were gining ho 0966 cM tovnder- 

Nand, That ſuch-maintenance asthe Ecuitsreceiued in the Law 
as Gods right, for theirſeruice at the altar: ſuch ought the mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel! receiue now in Chriſtes behalte for their 
feruice to-him in the worke of the Goſpell:becauſe as God aflig- 
ned it yoto his Leuits then,fo hath Chriſt{who.in the new Te-. 
lament, by that title of Lorde, is commonlydiſtinguithed from 
God the father)vntohis miniſters.now. And as Abrah. the father 
of the faithfull was then to pay the tenth to the prieſts of God, 
as to God himſelfe: fo all the faithfull now, are to pay. them te- 
the miniſters of eſs Chrift, as to Chriſt himſclfe. | 

Now thatI have ſhewed warrantand proofe for this pointout 

of ſcripture, I will adioynealſothe teſtimoniec and iudgement of 
 thelearned and ancient fathers and others of the Church : who- 
whereſocuer they ſpcake any thing of tithes, ſo fpeake thereof, 
as generally in their timesacknowledged to bee of diuine inſti- 
eution; no man forwell. nighe a 2000. yearcs ( the depth of all 
corruption and blindnes) after Chriſt gainſaying them.. This F 
dos, afwell to confirme more fully that I hauc auouched, as alfd- 
to take awayall pretextfrom ſuch as ſhall thorough ignorance 
imagine thietbee but minc owneprivate opinion. They ſhalk. 

K 4 percclye. 


J 


Origen. 


J2 | 
 perceiue that I teach none other thing in this matter, then the 
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auncients for many ages palt haue done. | 
S. Origen lived within 200. yeares after Chriſt,not aboue go. 


yeares after the death of Saint /ohn the Apoſtle of the Lord, He 
writing vpon the booke of Numbers, How, 11. and ſpeaking of 


the Law of Tithes faith plainely, Hanc ego legem. This Law (of | 


Tithes) asalſo ſome other, I (faith hee) doo thinke necellary to 
bee obſcrued ſtill, according to the letter, And in the ſame 


a9” reproouing the people of his time for not paying tithes, . 
1 


ce hath theſe words, © womodo abundat Tuſtitia noſtra? that 


is, howdoth our rightcouſnes exceed the righteoulnes of the 


Scribes, and of the Phariſes, ifthey dare nottalt of the fruites of 
their ground, before that they brin foorth the firſt fruites to 


the pricſts,&the tithes be ſeparated for the Leuits?andI dooing - | 


none of theſe things, doo fo abuſc the fruites of the carth, that 
the prieſt knows them not, the Leuit is ignorant of them, and 
them the diuincaltar feeles not? Againe inthe ſame place z Nox 
wviderur huiuſmodi anima habere memoriam Dei,that is, That perſon 


| ſeemes not toremember God,nor to thinke, nor belecue thatit 


is God that hath giuen him the increaſe which he hath receiued, 
which heſo laycthvp as if God had nopartinthem. For if hee 
thought them to bee giuen him of God,he would know alſo,by 
rewarding the Miniſters of the Church, to honour God,with his 
owne gifts and rewards. Anda little after, Indecens and magnum 


,, xiſtimo, & impium vitsqus Dewum colit, c. I hold itto be athing - 
,, vndecent (faith he) vnworthy and impious, that he which wor- 
,, {hippeth God,anJ comes intothe Church, who knows that the 
Prieſts and Miniſters doe waite at the altar, andſcrue citherin 
? the word of God, or Miniſteric of the Church, ſhould not of the 
” fruites of the carth, which God (cauſing his Sunne to ſhine, and 
® ſending raignein due ſeaſon) !docth giue, offer ſome 2 tothe 


prieſts. And where our Sauiour faith, AZath. 23.23 .ſpeaking of 
Tithes, Theſe onght yeero hane done, and yet not leaue the other 11= 
done ; that heexpoundeth to bee a morall precept, na letle for 
the vſc of Chriſtians then of the Tewes : and ſo accounteth that 
b / thclewords our Sauiour gaue hisapprobation for payment, 
of Tithes in time ofthe Goſpel.So his iudgement isthi s,that the 
law oftithes, is ſtill in force euen accordin g tothe letter : that 


p Chr iſt approucth the paymentof them: thatour rightcoulnctlc 


doth 


3 
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doth not exceede the righteouſneſſe of the Seriber and Phariſes, 
if wee pay them not: that that perſon forgets his dutic to God 
with omittcth it; thatit isathing in a Chriſtian, vndecent, vn- 
-worthy:&:impious notto giue to the miniſters-of the Church 
a part of thoſeruits andiincreafe which God hath giuen him,&c. 
Not many yeates aiter Origen,liued $. Cyprian. Hee,epiſt. 66. 
reproouing one Geminins Fauſtinus a miniſter, for intermedling 
in ſecular affaires, faith, That Mmifters haxe nothing to doo with/ſe> C Jprian. 
cular affaires:butasthe'Leuits had no other hafines butto attend. 
the altar, ſo the Lord had provided :for. miniſters, 'that they 
might not beedrawne by wordly occaſions from their holic bu-- 
ſlines,but might liue honourably maintained with therr brethre; 
as they who receiued tithes.of the increaſe of the earth. Hee 
ſaith that the Lord had prouidedfuch maintenance for his tnini- 
ſters, alluding(it may fecme)to the placeof the Apoſtle 1. Cor. 
9. where he ſaith So hath the Lord ordained, ec; So, that is, asthe 
Leuits and prieſts, miniſtring in the temple and wayting at the 
altar, lined-of -theſame. AD | | TIL : 
 Three- hundred yearesand more after Chrilt histime lied S, ,,. 
Fherome. Hee writing vpon' the Prophet alac. cap. 5. whore ai 
mention is made of Tithesfaith, What wee haue faid'of Tithes, 
which once were giucn by the people tothe prieſts and Leuitsz 
 vnderſtand to hold in the people of the Church thatnow is, 
Andalittle after, The people ofthe Church (of Chriſt) are com- ' 
maunded to giue tithes,  For'the farther proofe whercofhee 
alledgeth S, Paxl, 1. Tim. 5. 17. The elders that rule well are wor- 
thie double honour; expounding the word' Howony there to lignific 
Maintenance , and maintenance to bee Tithes, © , - 
. Inthefame age though ſomewhat later;flouriſhed S. Ambroſe, Ambroſe. 
In a Sermon de 2xadrageſima, hee hath theſe words. Duicun- © 
que recopnouerit in ſcobervholenet ſhal cal to mindethat he hath 
not faithfully payd histithe, Ict him nowamend that wherein he 
hath failed. What it is to pay faithfully? but thathee bring atno 
tirhe,neithericile, northeworſerſortc of his graine, or of his 
wine, or ofthe fruits:of histrecs,or of his cattell; *or of his gar- 
 Necre about the yeare of grace 400, lined S. Chryſoftome: who 
writing vpon; Jfatthew,Homnl. qa: faith directly; Inftitians, 1Mr- 
ſericordiam,& fidems, tuſtice,'mercy and faith hath God _ 
digs! | L maundc 
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maunded for his owne glorie, but tithes for the maintenance of 
his miniſters. And Hom. 18. teaching the husbandman how he 
| may be a worthy Chriſtian & doo good works though hee build : 
no Churches, hee ſaith: 2 afi duttavxore vel ſpoſa,ec.in Engliſh; _ ; 
As toward thy wife whom thow haſt:maried,or-thy virginwhom #2 
thou haſt endowed, ſo bee thou affected toward the Church, AC. 
furc it a dower: ſo ſhall the reward, (or as ſome read predirm the 
polleſſion) of bleſſing bee multiplied vpon thee, For what good 
will there notcome thereof? Is it a (mall matter I pray thee that 
thy vinepreile bee bleiled? is itlictle that God of all thine increa- 
ſc dooth firſt receiue his part rhe tenth ? This furthereth much 
the peace or proſperitic of the husbandman. In all whichwords. # 
hce daoth onely teache, That-men-ought to pay tithes, affir= 
ming it ta bee Gods ordinance, & calling them Gods part 3 but: MF 
withall giueththeſe reaſons why, viz. 1. becauſe ſo the miniſter- þ 
is to bee. mainteincd, and it.is.the, meanes. to .haue a. plentiful. 


bleſſing vpoathereſt;_ * LEW Ja 
Anguft, An. 1 come nowvntoS. Auguſtine, who ſo ſucceeded the: former - 
4206. in time, thatwhen ſome of them were very aged, hee but began. 


' ta write. Hee hath written of this matter more then any of the- 
rclt. There iscxtant one whale ſermon of his ds Decimes, tou- 
ching Tithes, beſides many ſentencesthereof in other places of © | 

| His workes, of which I will recite ſome. Tom. 10; Hom 4*, Hee 
_ » hath theſe words ;-Reddire diflum oft Ceſari, c5-c. It hath beene 
»> layd, Giuc to Cxfar thoſe things that are Cxſars, & to God: the 
2» things that are Gods. Our forcclders therefore abounded in all 
» kind of wealth, becaule they gaue to God his rexth, and payd to. 
».Czſar his tribute. Butnow becauſe deuotion to God is gone, the 
» oppreſſion of the court is come vpen vs, We hauc refuſed to lay 
» out to God histenth part,now therefore the whole istaken from 
vs, The Chequer hath that, which Chriſt hath not;' 
Againe writing vpon the 146. P/aiws. tice hath thefe;' Exime 
Tem. redditumm tworem, that is, Lay out apart ofthy reueriues- 
orjnceaſe.. Wiltthou lay out thetenth 2 lay out 'the'tenth 
. then-, 2. though this be buelittle, For itisſayd thath the Phari- 
NS lies gauethetenthalſo., And what ſaith the Lord? Exceptyour | 
| — "pagan excecd the rightcouſnes of the feribes , and of the 
jp 2 =f iſltes, yeſhal{ notenter-into-the kingdome of heauen: and. 


w hewhaſe rightcoulnes thine oughtto. exceed, giysth.the tenths | 


T he Maintenance ofthe Miniſlerie. 7s 
but thow giuelbſcant ehe renth of the temth. Likewil2 Ser. de tewsp, 
Serms. 219. de Decmmas. Deans qui dignatns eff,&-c. God (faith hee) 
which hath vouchſafcd to giue vs all that wee haue, vouchſafeth' 
toreceiueagaihe the tenth thereof, yetſo as ſhall bee profitable 

not for himſclfe, but for ourſciues. And a little after, reprouin 
them that made nocare fo pay their tithes;he expoltulaterh with 
them in this forte. F:ydrindenora mortalitas 0 c.which is. Heare O 
thou mortal wight without devotion. Knoweſt thou that what- 
{ocucr thou thalt is Gods? & wilt thou norgiue to-God the maker 
'of al things any part of his ownc? The Lord hath no need of thy 


goods. Gvdcraueth not reward hutan kon:he requireth none of | 
thine but-his-owne. He vouchfaferh ro demaund thetirlt fruites: 


& tenthes of that thou haſt ftrom'him;and doeſtthoucouctoully 


deny him? what wouldeft thou doo if reſeruing the 19. partes to” 


himſelte, hee had left thee only the tenth? Hitherto out of S; 


” 


33 
»Y 
b, 


2s 
% 


Aug. Ont of all which-his words wee may notetheſe ſpecialtics; 


That he counteth the terith-to bee Gods, as tribute'to'bee 
Czfars : callerh it- Gods parte: Faith that God: receiving it,'re- 


cciucth but:his -owne: that long before his time tithes were 


payd ; and cxpeundeth -and applicth the ſcripture for it ; as 
before him, Origen and gthers had doone+ and affirmeth thae 
. the paying of then: is the meanes of plentie-and bleſſing from 
God,asthe:withholling ofthem the cauſe of ſcarcity & opprel- 
fhonamongmen,&e. 


- 


Long after S. Aug.viz. about 4:n0'660. lined S. Gregorie, Hee Gregorte, 
Hem. 16.vpon the Euangels hath theſe words, Scat offerre imlege,- | 
&c. that is. As yee are commaunded intheLaw(deare brethiren}' 


on 


£5 offer ynto God the tenth of your goods.ſoftriveto offcralfo? *_ 


the tecth-of your dayes. Whereitrexpreſſely he applicththe'pre- 
hoy! of tithes written mn the law vnto Chriſtians, ſoteaching,or 
ra 


ter taking itas atructh withoutqueſtion & c6troucrlic, That - 
Chriſtians are commaunded- by Gods Lawto pay Tuthes. 5 


Towhorn agreeth Bed, that lined about an hundred''ycares Beds. 


aftcr him: who in a treatiſe thar he intitaleth Scrnrite infiſterh 
'vponthe point, and prooucth by ſcriptuze and by fathers,7irhes 
to bee due, inferring out of $. Augult. among the reſt this ſen- 


tence. Tithes are required of dutie: and them who that will not 


pay, dooth invade goods thatare not his owne, aſtmuch to fay 
as he is an oppretlour orcxtortioner. 
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Ceſar Arela. Of the ſame minde is Ceſar Arelatenſi , laying ; Tithes. - |} 
bee nopriuate mans, no lay mans goods, but the Churches | 
right. | Us LE 2UOV I 
3B oall the(>,as it were a Summilt of chemAall, I will adioyne- 
” | Cerabs. Strabo a ſtorie writer, who: (4b. de reb. Eccl.. cap... 87. maketh this. 
collection;Deciras Doo &f Sacerdotibus,c:which is to lay;That 
Tithes ought to bee giuen to God and his miniſters, 4b:aham by* 
” tus facts, and /x-obby his vowes.doo inſinuate: belides the Law. 
L by (of God) hath ſo appointed, and all the holy Doctors ( ofthe: 
| " Church) doo conſeutand teſtific. ; | 
b- | From particular men let vs come to generall councels : {6 
__ (hall wee lee not onely what ſome,yet of the be {t;butwhat all the. 
learned of former ages thought of this matter; conſenting as. it | 
WETE Uno 070,48 VPON A tructh vndeniable,that Tuhes ener were, 
ft are due, De inre Dtuino.. c665, IO] oe 
Conctl. Anno Dom. 580. was held Concil. Matiſconevſ, the fecond. In: 
Matiſe, the 6: Canon wherof,it was thus decreed; Leges Dine Sartrdotib. 
| © && miniftris Eccleſiarie conſulentes, &c., Whichin Engliſh is to this' 
| «© cfiet: The Lawesof God prouiding for the prieſts 8. miniſters: - 
F of Churches, haue commaundedall people, that, as their inhe- 
© ritance, they ſhould pay them-in the holy places the Tenths of 
& their increaſe 3 that (0 1abres intangled with no. wordly labours, 
© they may be atlcaſureto atted their ſpiritual miniſteries. Which. 
* lawes all Chriſtendome hauc for many ages paſt}, kept inuiola-' | 
© bly: wherevpon wedoo ordaine & conſtitutethatall people doo. 
* bring in their Tithes Ecclefjaſticall accordingly, And if any ſhal 
= I breake our decrees, lct him: be excommunica-: 
*ced;.:-. TGC * 
.Neere about an hundred ycares before this councell, was held: 
the firſt councell of Orleauxce, which affirmeth allo the ſame.. 
Durmnf. Sy- In the time of C harlemaigue, Amo 779. followed Durier. $ yo. 
#0, noduc:wherein Cap. 10, it was decreed, That Tithes ſhould bee: 
payd,andthatthey whichrefuſed [o todooſhould bee compel- 
Iced therevntoznot only by the excommunications of the Church: 
but _ by the _Y the common-wealth. 
ll Synod, Ade: ot 30.ycarcs then next enſuing , viz, Amo $13. was held 
| arg Synod. Mogunting. Inthe which they thus determine; Rs 
| vel precipims, vt decime de onmib. dari non neoligantur , &c, Wee 
admoniſh or. commaund (faith this counſcl)) that Tithes on all 
Os = ; things 


—_ 
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things being due by Gods law, bee not neglected to. bee payd, .. 

becauſe God himlelfe hath appointed tnenvvnto himlelte to ,, 

be.payd: For it is tobee feared (marke their reaſon) leſt who-,. 
focuer with draweth from! God: his due , happely God, for that , 
his ſinne doe take from him his neceſſaries, 

Concil.Rothomag. is thus cyted by Gratizn, Canſ. 16.9.1, Onmes | 
decime terre, fine defrugib.ſine de ponnts arborum,dominiſunt,o-c. All Comets 
the tenth ofthe carth, whether it bee of fruits of the ground; or Kothomag, 
of thetrees, arc the Eurds , and they- arc ſanified wnto him. 

Sheepe, Bullockes, Goates, and whatfocuer patſeth vnder the 
rod, cuecry tenth therevt ſhall bee accounted holy vnto the 
Lord. #54 CHAI IBDE 1 F 
. Conctl.Trubar.cap.13faith thus, Quid f diceret dominus, Nempe Concil. 
we us ex homo,mea ft terra quam colis,meaſeminaque ſarois, mea Tribur.. 
animalia que [aginas, mens eſt ſ3lis ardor, exc. thatis, Whatif the <6 
Lord ſhould fay, Truely thou O manthy ſ(elteart mine: mine is << 
the carth which thou tilleſt; mine is-the ſeede- which thou ſo-<« 
weſt. mine are the cattell which thou'feedeſts mines the heat of << 
theſunne, &c.' AnJ whereas altbeing mine, thow which lendeſF'<« 
mee butthy hand,deſerued(t but: only thetenth part, yet doe I << 
allow thecnine parts.Giue metherefore my tenth. If thou wile < | 
not giue mee my tenth; Iwill takeaway.thy nine: If thou giue <! | b 
me my tenth, twill multiplic thy aine.If anytherefaredo make << 
a-queſtion, why Tithes are payd'# Let him know, thattherefore <«<- 
they are tobe-giue(Two notablereafons)FirſtthatGod by ſuch' < 
deuotion being pacified, may- more abundantly giue vsnecel- © 
faries:&ſccondly;'thatthe'mitiifters ofthe:Church being there- << 
by relecued; may be the more bree-toche falblling of their ſpi- < 
aituall extrciſes, 3 og, DOGS ITO? ag 9 cc. 
Andia chedecrees (the Canon law' of allChriſtendome) Ex- 
tra de decimgic, cap 4. Parochiano;theſe words arc read;Forſomuch' « 
3 as Tirhes hatethcir inſtictution-not from man 'but- from the «: 
3 Lord himſclfe; theymaybe required, at « due debt; 
=  * Time will notpermit metoreciteall: diuersotherancient 
councels hane determined thefamethings. Thelecited, being 
the common voice and full aſſent of all the lcarned of the firſt 
and beſt times,doc plainely and aboundanly teſtific 7hat Tithes 
= cwreftill due by Gods law, holy ro the Lord, his due ordained hy'Gvd,&c. 
= They docnotchallenge them at all, asdue by the rule of cqui- 
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ty, much letie by politiuc lawand conſtitution of princes, bug 
by Gods ordinance. Truc it is,thatthe lawes iraperiall, the laweg 
of ſcucrali nations and kingdomes',, doc mainetaine.andiap+ 
proou: tithes: but we muſt vnderſtand it thus (and{ono donkd 
in auncienttimes the lawmakers theralclues intended) as con- 
firming and reſtoring to the Church, thar which they had learned | 
by che generailand vyncontroulicd doftrine-of.their owne-and 
former.ages, to be the Churches in rightas did the godly:kings 
and rulers in" /{racl, Ezechias, Ioſias,Nehemtdi,& whichreſto- 
red to the Leuits their appointed portions, and broughtagaine, 
to the houſe of God the tithes, fir{t fruits, ofterings;&c.which in; 
corrupt times had beene withdrawen. This is manifeſt cnaught 
by:that already alleadgzdout of the Fathers.For thereby, it rhay 
appearc,that-tithes were claimed andpaidto the Chutch, before 
there were.any Chriſtian Magiſtrates -toconfirme them bylaw, 
For Conſtantine{urnamedthe great , who was Emperour about. 
the ycare 300. was long after Origen and Cypriazzand yet hee (as: 
_ "faith Herman Gigas) was the firſt that cuer we read of, to have; 
made any law,that tithes of all things ſhould be pajd to abChurs 
hes, Fourehundred yeares atleaſt after whoſe time(as:Krants: - 
Krantiul. yin Metropoliſua lib. 1.cap8.doth note) it was that Charles the, 


= great didallo remitto Chriſtians theirrributes,andinNecde:ofi WY 


-of them alligned tithes vatoChurches. & biſhops. Andiitis yet: 
Dieniſius, more apparant by thatwhich antiquity recorgeth of Dronifae: 
that was Biſhap -of Reme before thedaics of Conftantine almoſt 
.an.-hundred yeares, how that he made dinilion of pariſhes;aſags 
ningt{cuerall Churches to ſcuerall miniſters,and aſſigned tithes! 
& lands accordingly vntochemall. Addeto theſe theteſtimany! 
of S. Auguſtine before mentioned, Maiores noftrl, e&c.-For hezlim- 
uing notabouc an 100. ycares after Conft4ntmner raigne, faith yet 
thatthcir foreclders vicd to pay tithes;giuing vs thereby to vn»: 
derſtand-thatthat cuſtome had becne auncicnt,euen beforeany: 
princes were Chriſtian, to make lawesto that purpoſe... 1 | 1 
Concerning the preſent time, if Ilwerealone;hauving ſo many 
of the auncients on my fide, I neede not feare: the cauſe mucho | 
Truth chaungeth not with #mes;3 nor is-to. bee-meaſured. by: © 
multitude. But God bethanked Iam not alone. - Fer.howſocs: 
uer ſome and thoſe tearned men of our Church bee | con» 
 trary, minded; the greater Number, Iafſure my (elfe, x 
with 
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with mee, I doe but as' a lerner, fitting at the feete of fo ma- 
py-worthy Gamaliels, fubſcribe ynto their reverend iudge- 
ments... MP4 4 
If anyenquire what the Jearned of other Churches think,the 
tcltimonics of a;few'' may-/giue vs a probability of the reſt. 

_ Innw faith thus; Tithes by al lawes(that is.by the law of Nature, Imus. 
of Moſes, of Chrilt; and'ot nattons) haue for cuer beene hallo- 
wed vnto God. Redulphus Gizalter though hebe Calninsimita- Gu urer., 
tor, and as it were Commentatorin his Homil, vpon Math. cap. 
23.diſſcnting from him in this point;faith plainly,Theſe things 
(ſpeaking of tithes) ought to bee transferred to the Church of 
the new teſtament. Anda little after 7; Nec eft quod aliquis deci- 
marunm legens,cyc, . Thats, ncither is it to any purpoſe for any 
oneto ſay, that the lawof tithes was aboliſhed together with the 
ccremonics of Moſer law.” ' Forbywhat'arguments-may itcucr 
bee prooued, that that law of Tithes was-cyer by God abroga- 
ted? Zepperns differs as not in minde, ſb almoſt not in wordes'£ epper +. 
from Gualter;for de leg. 4ib.4.cap.to.thus he hath: Ac quibus argue 
ments. &c.And/by what arguments ſhall it be prooucd that law 
of tithes to:-have beene by God' atany*time*abrogated ? And 
 agdine. Drermadmodum inquarto decalogs precepto ;-Euen as in the 
fourth precept-of the' decalogue; that which is-ceremoniall is- 
_ ccaled, the morallparteremayning:fo atrhistime, tithes are a: 
parte of that ſtipendywhich: by the law of Godand of nature, is 
- to.the miniſters/of the Goſpel , for: their labours in their 
offites 
| Now that:we haue ſcene, what God, whiatthe auncient Fa-- 
ehcrs and reuereud councels, -and ſore 'ofourlate, but learned: 
writers haue determined vpore this!point; I'truftT may ſafcly- 
without preiudice coi the truth 3/ or donbeoferrour conclude 
CITES Reems _ CY athrmed , viz. that- 
tithes ave ſtsll due cuendy the law of God's The rightand ordinary 
meanes for maintainance of the miniſter (which is our princi- 
cipall queſtion) 7hat very part nd gquantitie which ctiery man out « 
his goods increaſe ought toginetorhat vſe Herein Tf Tdoo erre, Twill: 
not lay as ſeremydid, cap. 20: 7:0 Lord thou haſt deceined me,and” 
Tam deceined : but this1 may well ſay;The pillersof the Churcty. 
tave failed vnder. me : the lights of the'world have blinded: 


IREC- 


Obtettro. 
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faccof theearth, it is maruaile but. thou haſt part of the-carth 


_ thougha alivag bo ought not, (as they did not) ts leaut'on- 


_ thetree is,bytheraſte of oneof the fruites:Soby this little; trys = 


me :the guides of Iſrael haue led me out ofthe way :the fathers | 
of the people haue cauled me,deſiring towalke.in'their ſteps,tqa' 
wanderzwith whom,ſo many,(o holy,ſo learned andſo auncieng, 
white Idoeerte, if the olde prouerbe( Crum: Platone errare tutiſh= 
wr) be worthy any reſpe; I feare and care the letle. © 4 Þ}F 
Well:beitthat-it bee moſt true, that the tenth 1s Gods part 
and ſo the miniſters, yet what is that toſuchas hauc no lands,ne 
fields, no cattel, no fruits of the earth, &c2What is that to trade(s 
men,artificers and other like which line by their imployments; 
by their labour and induſtry-&.c; 51 rn mh 
Toſuchan obicion Iarifwere thus : Firſt, Bee it thou haue 
rolands,no ficlds,nor catrell, &c: Yet, if: thou-dwel ypon the - 


more or leſle, an orchard or a gardenatleaſt, Andifthou'graung 
that Tithes ought to be paid of-the'fruits of the carth, then muſk | 
thou bythine owne confeſſion, pay titheof thirie orchard; and + 
thy garden be itlittle or'great, as-doth- the husbandman of. his 
field, his medow, his cattel1l; &c.Ifit be aſmall. matter;yetſomc« 
what it is: and where is butlittle,cuen alittle is worthy the recei« 
uing, and.it cannot but be finne to withhold-it; »Markehutour 
Saniours words, Hath,23.And thou ſhalt (ce plainely that-thoſe. 
minute decimeſmall tithes, as the-law tearmes' them, are tobe 
paidalwel as thegreater, - For there he ſpeaking of the Pharilies 
that pr reeds r Rat anvis, mint, cunmin;and of cieryo* 
ther herbezall garden hearbs, ageqery woman canitell;/faith cx» 
prelly, that as they ought to hane done weightier matters: Sorthisg 


done. Which ſpeach of Chriſts;as Ihaucalrcadyſhewed, inthe 
udgement of'S. Origen containega preceptifar-Chriftiaris nowy 
mn wellas anapprobation of that chePharlics, inithat-point; did 
then. Andas wedoe ſpieday ata littleholc; andtry how'igood: | 


all may-be made,andnotice taken;howgood; or howeuitapay* 
cr of tithes thou wouldeft be; ifthou had{d poiſefſions and grea 
ftorc of lands and cattellasthefhagsbandmanthath: » Iris aur $a 
utours owneruleand thereforevurrant, Linh: 16. io: Hee that 4! * 
faithfull inthe leaft, bers faithfialt alſo in: muth © and hee that is ninſh.. | 
in the leaſt, is oninſt alſo inmvche Lf theteforethou haut not great! . 
and-many tithes to pay,yet paythou thy few and ſmaller tithes 
faithfully. 


: 3h, as. Ds. A - ces” aha 4 2 WS te 
L.5.% i | 
q be F 


faithfully, As Zaekariaband 

in thatthey watked is at bath preceprs and ordinarces, that is both 
greatcr and fmallcr obſcryances-of the lawefthe Lord without 
reproafc ; fo is it the partofa iult m.n,to makeacorfeienceot 
cucry duty ſmall and great.” ALOPO MGL}II&H 


Scevndly, bent that thou hawe no fields, nor larids; ror c:t- 
recl|,andſuch like , that yceld.fuch kinde-of tithes, yetit chan ,, , 
haue other kinde of goods, there is a kindeof-tithegnarke well a oy act 
what I fay,there & a hind of tithe to bo paide of th#'s kind of goods that liÞhes, 
they haft :ag of fith,of toules,of ſpoiles in warregof morey pay- 
ned byrade, by art and "labour" S; Henſtine ag hee wrote fe 4rgrf. 
of this matter de decimus molt of any of the Fathers, Tois he 
playneſt of all other. $ £008; de Temp. S$er.21 Y. ae der, he faith di- 
rcMy, Dnodſi decrrmas non haves, &c, Bur (laiththee ) if thou - 
haue not tirhes of the fruices of the carth as the hyusbantmar! 
harh, yetwharſocuer meancsthau halt co live by;it isovf God:& 
of that whereby thou doelt liye, ke demandeth tithes, Pay thou 
therefore tithes of thy wartarc, ofthy trade, and of thy handy- 
craft. Thas preached, and wrote, $, Auguftinefor' 12, hundred 

' yeares agoe, and therefore it is nonew opinion; he goes farther 
and gives fealon why.this kind of tithe ſhould be payd as well 


2s the other, Aliud.n,proterrad 4 Kdimms, atued pro 'ofura ute per 


ſan; thatis,The onekinde of tirhe we pay tor the vie 
carth (which we potletic) the other for vic of our life vponrthe 
carth. Pay therefarcQ thou mi, whatſocuer thou bezthy tirhes; - 
becaufe thou dofſt potletie theearth;and becauſe thow art vouch 
{afed thy life; his proote is; Forthuvſaith the Lord:Fuery man 
ſhall giue a redemption of his life ; and ſo ſhall- there not bee + 
mong them any plague orficknes, The place offcripture he al- 
lcadgeth,is Exod. 36. 42. Whence this father gathers that'e- 
uery _ isto pay to goda tribute of his goods ſuch as hee 
lines by. | | 7 OSV abt BB: 

S; Ambroſe writeth t0/like effeRt iy a Sermonhe hath de ques Go, 1 
drageſ. Darmngque recognenerit inſt quodfidelitey non ds devitdetimuam = A 
&c. Wholgeuer (ſaith he) ſhall call to mmdethathe hart 'nce {ice 
faithfully paid histithes, lethim nowamend tha* wh-reitrhoe' Pant, * 
hath failed. Whatis itto pay faithfully 2 but that he offet and: &-/75 

bring atno time,neither letſe;nor the worſer ſorte of his grain, 
orof his wine, or of the fruits of his trees, orof his garden,or 
M of 
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of his trade, or of bis wery hunting, With thelcagrecth S, Gregory. 


laying (as in the decrees he is allcadged) Extra de dec, cap.2.3,Ex 


 tranſmiſſa. Fidelis hamo,d: omnibus que licite poteſt acquirere ,,deci« 


Pe Rebuff. 


trail. de dec. 


mas erozare tenctar. i. Euery.faichfu'l man 18 buund to.pay. tithes 


of all ſuch goods,as he can lawfully get. _ 


According hereunto, whereas. the firſt and moſt auncient 
lawes,as well temporall as Eccleſiaſticall,run in general teartnes, 
Decims de rebus omnibus : Tithes of all things ; the Canonilts and 


other Lawyers as well of fariner as of later ages willingand cade; 


uouring toexylanc the ſame by ſpecialities, haue inueted,appro- 
ucd,& hitherto cominued that vulgar & knowne diſtinftion of 
Tithes predialland per/onall, By prediall meaning Luch as ariſc of 
the increaſe of the earth : by perſonall ſuch as. ariſe of goods. 
gotten by labourand induſtry whether they be 'gotten(laitha 
very famous Lawycr) by handicraft;induſtry, ſcience, warfarre, 
traficke,or anycther lawfull at. And fv docall agree vpon 
the point, That euery mean ts to pay one kinds of tithe or other ; Viz, 
prediall it hee be a husbandman, perſonall if hee be and quare+ 
48 he isa tradeſman, artificer, &c, Of ſuch goods as a man. 
hath and liues by himſcltc, they determine that: God: and his 
Church nms/# fill hanc ſome or other parte. Hee that is taught, 
of what vocation and courlſc of life ſocuer he: be;muſt make 
his teacher. partaker-with him of all ſuch goods as: hee hath.. 
Reaſon-and. equitic doe conſent; it: ſhould: be fo. For as in 
the comman-weale, it: is. but reaſon thatin ſublides and other 
ductics to the King, &c. one (forte of ſubiet bee taxed as well, 
a3 another: So. inthe Church tor-the ſcruice of Gad. It is;x: 
cake plea for: atrade{-man, an artjibcer, a towneſman, a cit- 
tizea , that is of wealth competent; to: fay 1have. no lands; 
therefore [ ought-not-te; bee ſcazed to ſublidy : it ſufhſcth 
that hee bee found worth thus much in /andes or 5ngoods, And 
as bad and weake a reaſon it isto (iy, I haueno lands,no corne, - 
nor cattell, therefore I' ought-to pay 'no tithe, - If thou hauc 


 Rcher;kinde of goods, pay of chaſe thou haſt. . God requires. | 


ncd by: God and: man © what is it but. the mgiatainance. of 


a parte. of thata man hath; and notof that,” hee hath not.Giue 


therefore to God , that which: is Gods; as well as te Ceſar that 


which is .Ce/ars. WITS | 
2.\Further,looke vpon the vie whereunto the tithes arcallig- 


the 


the miniſter? now haue not towneſmen' vie and neede ofthe 
Goſpcltot the minifterie? of teachers,a8 wellas hushandnien? 
Why. then is it not reaſon they yeelde thereunto'the due: and 
appointed maintenance as well asthey?Hauethey other meancs 
equivalent ewee know of none :the miniſters find none, The 
yery law of nature laith The /aborer is worthy of his hive, for whom< 
focuer itbe ti:at he doth labor. Why ſhouldany then looke that 
men ſhould labour forthem,grari-;Fhelaw of Godand man hath 
appointed this, Fithes tobethe hive of the Miniſter, hiswages for 
his worke in the Goſpel}. Why then ſhould any ſortof people 
dcnic or-withhold it 2 They that will baue ſpiritual things,muſt 
render temoorall. Qrtherwiſe, a man hath no reafon toaccount 
hinſclte bound to labour for them as hishearers; thatwill not 
intcrtaine himas their teacher. They that contrary tothe Jaw, 
which faith For/ake not the Lenit ,all dates of rhy lifesferſake the-mi- 


T he Maintenance of the Minifterit, 85 Chap, 8. 


niſter,& K pig from him his appointed maintenance, leaue hit to Dc#1-12: 


ſecke the breadofhis body,where he may ;haueno wrongdone 


them, if they be forſaken, and /eft without Ephod and without Te- Hoſ.3 *4- 


raphim, toſecke forthe foode of their foules where they wil;zand 
arc little to be piticd though theywanderfrom ſeatoſca,& from 


the north to the, caſt, rmmming to and'fro, to'ſecke the worde of God, Ames.$. 12. 


and yet finde it not, becaufe they hsue brought ſuch famine vpon 
themſclues,and reap but fuch fruites as'their owre hands hane 
ſowne.Thcir owne bloud bee vpon their owne heads , that will 
refer riches before Religion, carth before Heauen , the world 
($6 God,& the welthoftheir body to the health: of theirſoul. 
 Fromproofe let vs came to-practiſez to which purpoſe it.cn- 
quiric and ſearch be made, all ages and times will affoord vs re> 
cord {ufficient, when,where, & by who ſuch tithes haue binpaid. 
The firit Tithes that euer wee reade to haue beene- paid, 
| werethole that Abraham paid to Metrhizedec, | And whatkind 
oftithes were they ? Ifthe common tranſlations of the Bible de- 
cciuc vs not, the text of holy Scripture, Heb.y.4.tellethvs, They 
weretuhes ofthe ſpoiles , the tenth of the bootie taken inbarrel}, 
thatis, Perſonalltithes, 0128815) add ROE 1 
_ - 2 Concerningthe I{ralites whether they: paid thEornolwilnot 
contend.Itis as probable,yea,as no.Firſt by the words ofrhelaw, 
which afteran enumeratis'of ſome particulars victh this general 
tcrme al the teth wu Iſrael,T ithes of alibings,N#.48,21.2.Chro.z1:5. 
Is M3 > Secondly, 


rt 90h be r Staintenance of thaMfiniflerie. 


Secondly, by their certaine and knowne practiſcin otherrhings, 
namcly inal kind of offcrings & lacrifices to be pertormed vnag 
the Lord.Inthoſe there was no difference among themberwixt 
one and-other, but the one fort were bound to performe them, 
as wel as the other. The law is platne for it, Exod. 12.49.but ſpeci. 
ally, Ns, 15. 13..A! chat are borne of the countrie ſhall d» theſethings, j 

' #hus:and one law,and one maner ſhall ſerne for both. They thathadnor - \ 
bealts of their owne for ſacrifice , muſt buy them of others, &c; # 
Now as they were to prouidethe offcrings for the Lord by ſuch | 
goods as they had;likely it is,they were alſo to pay tithes for the 
tnaintenance of the Leuits and pric(ts of God, of fuch goods ay 
they had. Thirdly we dorcad Nwen.z 1, That being returned from, 
battel;the Lord did expretlely require,by the name of The Lords 
tribute, a certaine parte of the boatic.as one of 50,& of 500.0ne, 
lelſeindeede a great dealethen a tenth, yet bearing proportion 
to atcnth, And whether it may be accounted a right per/ona/teth 
that is didudtss expenſis,the expenſes diduted,letothers inclge. lt. | 
doth ſhzw.v$ atleaſt thus much : That God wowld by ſoine partof I 
that which was gotten, be acknowledsed ro be theginer of the whole; | 
andauthour of the victoric. And that ftich cuſtome continued 
in 1/ſrael, we may. not obſcurely gather, r. Chrs,26.26, where we 
read, That of the battailes andfpoiles takenin warre Damid the 
king &the chictc Fathers, the capt aines oxer thouſands &+ hundreds; 
anaall the captaines ofthe armic,and belides them, Sanmel the Seer, 
Sxwi{that had bin King, A4zey the fon of Ner, ſoab8& others, had. ® 
dedicated (according asthe Lord commanded, Ns.; .fay fore 
expolitors) ſuch an abuntlance oftreaſure, rat there were trea- 
lurcrs,men of great namegelected & deputed for keepingeherofl. | 

Fourthly, The Leuits themſclues,hauing none en - 
lands, &c. yct did pay to 'the pricſts tbe remth of their temb:. 


- 


— &thutwasaccounted vatotheas we read Ne.48. 27, ws the corne 
of the borne, abundance of the wenepreſſe. lf the Leuits theniſchues. 
that receined tithes of 0theremult & did pay tithe of that they had,is. | 
KR notprobable,that others of what condition ſycuerthey were . | 

for whom the'Leuits ſerued, dd pay of that they had,which might, | 
be acountcel vnto thepasthe corne & wine tothe husbid-mi;& 

& asthetenthof the renthto che Levirs?& doth it not intimate, 

that byſuch meanes at a m4hath, 5- doth himſelfline by he onght $1 ci+ 
fer tothe bf ty" Fc, ef the mHnifler; who muſtline by him,becauſc 
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hee lsbourerh for him. Fifthly, Lick, 18.12, our Saviour brings 
ina Pharilic{peaking proudly lgraunt , yet trycly thus: 7 prove 
tithe of ill that exer 1 poſſeſſe.erevpon Lake firlt,wheener in the 
perſon of this ane Phariſe, bee not expretlcd vato vs the ac- 
tions of them all ? and in this paint, of the whoic nation ? then, 
whether all Pharifies were husbandmen onely , or whether. 1t | x, 
bec not probable , That fome of them were arcificers as Paxd, | 
Lawiersas Gamatiel;townelmen,as they that dwile at leruſalem,oye 
Andthirdly, if beeing towneſlincn,tradelmen and artihicers,they 
did giuctithe of all that they -pollciled, whether it mult not ne- 
ccllarily follow, Thatthey gaue Tithes of their trades, laboyrs, 
Ripends,&c. ſeeing goods. gotten that way, bee part of that 4 
man dooth polletle aſwell as cattell, corne, &c. and is the {ame 
to him, that the iid, the tree, the beaſ?, &c. isto the husband- 
mane - - Ol | 
 Sixtly, Admit (contrary tov euident probabilities) that the 
Tews did not pay any perſonal tithcs, yet it followes not by and 
by, that therefore Chriſtians oughtnot.. For the-caſc is not al- 
together like. Becauſe their pricſts and Leuits dwelt together, 
cither atthe houſe of God or in othertheir awne Cities alligned 
themastheir peculiar polleſſion- by the lot of Gad, vndct the 
hand of Zbarhnah, and did notdwell ſo diſperſed asthe miniſters. 
of the Goſpell doo and mult, viz. in cuery Citic, towne and v1l- 
lage. Our maner of habitation therefore dooth neceldarily rc- 
quirc that which cheirs-did nottthat is, That the miniſter of exer-e 
place, have his maintenance eccording to the: place; viz; by prediall 
tithes ——— tithes where arc pcr- 
fonall. Otherwiſe, ſeeing in Lawe and £quitic too, there is no 
compartition betwixt miniſters of the Goſpel]! as was-among 
Leuits for their tithes; citherſuch places, where prediall Titncs: 
arenot, muſt beewittiout. miniſters for lacke of praintenance,or 
ciſc the miniſters. having lirtle or nothing muſt (as commonly 
they doo, but woe bee to themby whom it commeth ) linc pot 
hke their brethrenthat hauc prediall tiches,miniſterlike;but , as 
if they werethedrudges and dregs-of the world deſcruing ng 
reward; beggarlike. Ando this agree the wordawf the Apoltle 
whofaith,2: Cor..y. Thatthe miniſter ſhould cate (as the [heep- 
| heard)of the milke of his owne flocke © drinke (as the husband- 
man) of the fruit of his owne wine ; be fed {as theox<) of that- 
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corne which himſelfe dooth threſh out:-and as our text declares 
plaincly) bee made partaker of all his goods, whom-hee dooth. 
teach in theword, Which is not obſerued , vnletle as the hus:s - 
bandman veelds him tithe of his corne, of his'cattell; of-his 
fruites.&c. ſo the fiſherman yeeld him tithe f-his 6th the fou- 
ſer of his fowles, the Soldiour ot his pray , the hireling of hig 


wages, the tradeſman and artificer of their wmionny gotten þy 
' their labour,art & induſtrie&c. f. +9 


;. From the Iewes if -we goc tothe heathen to ſearch for 
this matter, their ſtories deo abundantly teſtifie thattouching 
thetr bootics & pray taken in warre itwas an ordinary-thing with 
them to pay Decimasthe tithes thereof (as Abrahamhad:doone 
tothe true God) to ſome or other oftheir imagined Gods. "As; 
Pauſanias Generall among the Greeks, hauing gotten a notable | 
vicoric againſt the Perſians, Decime ſepoſite , the Tithes of the 
pray were layd a{ideto ſacred vic,& empioyed part vnto the ho- 
nour of Apo!ls, part of Iapiter,& part of Neprune.Sabellic. «Ancad. 
3.116.2.ya9.339.Camillas Ditater amog the Romanes,fubduing 
the Veraxs, Tithes were payd vnto Apollo. Lint. Decad. pri. lib. 5. 
The Carthiginian: payd vnto Hercutes the tenth of their Sicilian 
pray. DaxcHl. pag. 464. Of other goods to pay the tenth was hap- 
pily notfo vſual among them, yet not altogether without exam- 
ple. For as Plwtarchin Lacallo reporteth of Lucrllus a Romane 
Citizen anda rich , that he obfecrued the vſe of paying tithesto 
Hercnles:(o Diodor. Sicul. Biblith.tib.5. Cap. 2.400th teſtifie, That 


not Lvcxllxs onelic, but alſo many Citizens of Rewe;8 not oncly 


thoſe of meane wealth,bur likewiſe they that were eftcemed the 
richeſtof them all,vſcd to pay Decimar the tenthot their gaods 
to Hercales. Thus it appeareth that the-heathens alſorvied to 
pay per onal tithes a{wel as predial). - hel Tip of wins, 

4. Deſcend wee laſtly vnto our [cſues;that isvnto Chriſtians. 
Aud what hath beene accuſtomed all Chriſtendoome ouer for 
many-100, of yeares together , is not obfcure to perceiue nor 


_ditficult to gather, by the number infinite almoſt of Decrees, 


L awes,conſtifutions,diſcourſes & writines that are extant atthis 
dayto bee rea ofall men touchingthis ſorte of tithes aſwell as 
other. -Among the which,ourowne Engliſh Statutes:made ſince 
the ab34oning of Popery in the daies of the worthy & renowned. 


_ Kings ef moſtfamous memotic, King Henri the eight, and:K. 


Edward 
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Edward the ſixt, deſerucremembrance.[n the preamble wherot 
all luch as ſhal attempt to withhold theirtithes cither prediali or 
pcrionall are branded with the note of exill diſpefed perſons; and: 
inthe boly wherofis at large expretſcd the m.mer how fuch kind 
oftitacs eught'to bee payd. And what? Shall wee offer that vata 
tac makers of ſuch lawes and conſtitutions to imagine that: they 
cvact:d ſuch things as they cither knew ought not, or they in- 
tended ſhould notbe put in practiſe 2 Or that vnto;our forcta- 
thers & other auncient Chrittians, That they liued vader lawes 
lawleſly?gaue their ſupetiors leaueto decree what they would, but 
tooke libertic tothemſclues toobſcrue whatthey liſted? & made 
no conſcience to pay ſuchTithes as the lawes both of the Church 
and land informed and required them to pay ? If wee would, yet 
the memoric of formertimes wil conuince vsto our faces,lecing 
it is not vaknawne vntothe preſcat age in what wealth and good 
eſtate the minifters of the Church in former daies. as well in 
towne as country did liuc. For how could that-bee, except that 
|  pecoplethen had made aconſcience topay allmaner of Tirhes,8 
| acxnowledge perionall tithes tobecno lefle duethen prediall ? 
S 5. For ourownetime it can not bee denied, That in Londen, 
= and lomefcwother places that are tyed. therevnto by auncicat 
compolition, (And happic were our land, and bleiled ſhall hee 
be that effes it, if thelike were eſtabliſhed the whole land over) 
they arc (till yearcly payd,to the glory of God, great good of the 
Church,8& content both of paſtour and people. If in other places 
where ſuch compolition lics not, they bee not payd cither by 
computation, or.other reaſonable compolition , yet that they 
ought. to bee payd is: a calc moſt cleare. And the withhol- 
ding of them can bee none. other but. amolt gricuous ſinnc to 
_ God, wrong to his Church, preiudiceto learning, hindrance to 
religion, &dccay of our miniſtery. Ofwhichthere: is no hope it 
may bce furniſhed with learned and able teachers in townes and 
_ Cities\pecially, where at this daythey are molt wanting, & yet 
moſt ncedfull, to bec had; vnlziſe, people be drawne cither by 
inſtinftof conſcience, or ſtrength of good & able lawes, to rhe 
duc , orat leaſt much better performance of this dutie, | 
Thus (cripture,fathers, reaſon, lawes- and. practiſe afftirme that. 
there arc two ſortcs:of Tithes to-bee payd, viz. Prediali, and 
Perſonall.. That the tradeſman,urtificer,&ic. mult paya Siods pf 
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Tithe offich goods and profits as hee hath, aſwell as the huf: 
bandman doorh at his, X | 
- But, whar kinde of Tith+2 (for that I willed betore to bee nated) 


what? a full Tenth of all hee receives , as dvoth the husband- 


man of all thatwwhich ta him increaleth? herein T acknowledge 


fone difference, Neither will I about it diflent from them in 
wh-f- ſteps I hauc traced hitherto. The comman determina« 
tion of the [earned and Lawes in this benalte bath is and hath 


ecnc, That the tradeſman,artificer,&c, thall pay ce renth of his 


cleave gaines tat is, Expenſss drduttss, his ordinary and neceſſary 
charges fromthe whole heeing firſt deduRed. By which aduan- 
tage it mult came to paſle, That whereas the husbiJman payeth 


inteoram Decimam,ancntireTenth,one of cucry Tenne , it may / 


fo fallout, according tothe greathes or ſmalnes of the expen- 
{es, that the other ſhall pay but one of xi). or xv. of xx, or xxx, 
happely of fifty, which yetis ſtill called (rather 1 thinke fot the 
relation it hath to that number, then for the proportion or 
quantitie it ſclfe, and for auoiding confuſion) « the or Tenth, 

Scenow goed Reader, This is that Dwrns Sermo, that hard 


| faying, that vnreaſonable motion , whereof who cart abide the 


: hearing? But let no man bee offetided without cauſe, Let all 
things bee conſidered well and weighed in equal] ballance, and 
what hardnes, what extremitie,isthere inthis?whe as the tradeſ- 


man, the artificer&c. integard of his tharges, labours , aducn- 


ture,&c. is ſo much fauored more ther the husbandman , that 


wherethe one bath bur nine parts fer his Iabour and charges 
 whatſocuer it beeth'other may haue 2.4. 4. or 5. timesſo many = 
parts or more to himſelfc for his charges? Whar, becauſe it isno 


reaſon, by reaſon of his much charges, and many caſualties, hee 


ſhould pay an entiretenth, which no body dooth demaund nor - 


athrme; is it reaſon therefore , he ſhould pay no tithes at all? 

honour Got with none of his goods? reward the miniſter that 

grues himſpirituall things, with none of his temporall? What? 

nothing but hisaccuſtomed offerings ? For ſoſame ficke not 

viz. 2, pence tOſtand vpen it, That they which hane nolands,cattell, &-c. ought to 


avecceM paye nothing but their offerings x except { forfooth) they will of 


Eaſter, their owne good wills (as if their miniſter were cheir alm-ſman) 
gore hem anie more: A {peach fo dewoide of ſenfe and reaſon, that 
-I wonder it cancome outofthe manithes offuch as will feeme 


to 


and.<xper 


eloeucr men pay 
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Yeeldeth ſome reaſons andſpeciall cauſes why God vonchſafeth to haue 
*- ashisowne, ſome part of all mens goods,, Why the tenth. Aud; i 
why ſa great aportion,as tithes , offerings, &c. are, hee hath aſtigned; | 
eateſes 7 miniſters onoht to hawe, not a 'beeggerly-&& [paris gy but 


ample | 


hiberall maintenance, 
F'tbcrto I hauc ſhewed what-right-the-Church Hath vnta. 
' STithes, & proucd by ſundry arguments drawne. from -the 
(criptures, fathers, Jawes of nations, rule of cquitſe,and' conſent 
of times; That Tithes both prediall ahd perſonall, are ſtill dueto. 
the miniſters of the Goſpell, and ought now in the time- of the 
Goſpell by diuineright & ordinanceto be payd, NewT hopecit 
will not ſeemetothe good Reader time oucrlong , nor labour- 
ſuperfluous,to conſider ſomewhatalfo more ſpecially of the eld 
& reafon wherefore it hath © pleaſed Got to: ſanfific and' (et 'a-. 
part vrito himfelfe, as a continuall inheritance; any part, orfuch. 
a part of aur temporall goods. Such a conſideration* can not - 
/ butbee a profitable and neceffaric motiue and iinicitation to the - 


So 


true & better performance of this kitide of datie, * - © 5126 74 
| OfthispointI conceiuethat there be'2.! priticipall cauſes:one 
that refpcReth direAty & immediately God himſclfe4 another- 


that reſpeeth the Church of God: ->- 


p s & ; . * . 1 


-- © That whichrefpeRterth'God himſelfE,is the acknowledgment 
» of Gods ſolceatid fouercigne' Qominjert ouer all. © God'will'by- 
27 by ſome certaitie- portion ofour $o0ds; returtied backe: and-of-. 
2». fered vp againe vnto him; bee acknowledged to/bee' Bisrd:of all. 
Hay againe :- As.God is the giuerof all our wealth, and he onely- - 
who bleſſcth the workes of our hands: ſb. foracknowledgement- 
of his vniuerſall Dominion, he -will haue a part thereof ſct a-- 
part for himſelfe. This is:it the Lord mcancth, when making 
claime vnto Tithes, offerings, vowes & other hallowed things, 
hee calleth them his, & ſpeakivg of them, tearmeth them Mine 
 efferings,my hallowed things, the Lords tribute , his inheritance, &c«. 
aswcread in ſundry places of the law;namely, Numb. 18: Lewit.. 
27-&c, that Salome meancth when (as a morall dutie written in _ 
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the hearts of menby nature) hetcacheth cuery/ man, To honown 
the Lord with his ſubſtance, Pron. 3. g. that the Prophet inſinua+ 
teth, when -en Gods behatfe he chargerh the people, that in 
withholding'their tithes and offerings, they had robbed and 
defranded,not ſomuchthe Prieſts and Levits, as the Lord him- 
{elte, Tee hane ſpoiled me, (aith the Lord: wherein? m Tithes 
_ -  AccordinglyauncientDiuines counted it currant_ Docrinec 
and a kind of ſpeechvery agreeable to pictic & tructh, to ſpeake 
aftcr this maner: Woe offer vuto God or goods at tokens of thankefut- 
nes,for that wee receine. Iren. 1b. 4: Cap.34. Hee which worſhippeth Irexexs. 
God (faith Origen. in Numb. 48. Homil.4 1.) wt by ifts and oble= Origen. 
Frons TU e hins Lorde' of all.  S. Anguft; oath de Rettitud. Auguſt. 
Cath. connerſ. Path thefe words, Yauſqw/q; de qual; ingenio vel ar- 
rificiovinit, &-c. Enery manof that meanes whereby hee liueth;, 
thereof let him pay toGod the: Tenth; Let him conſider that 
all is of God, that heliueth by, whether it be the carth;or the wa- 
tcrs,or ſceds,orall things thatbe vnder heauenor aboue& if he 
(God) had notgiuen-itvnto' him, he had had: nothing. And 2 — 
in the decrees, as a Maximevndeniable, fuch like preambles and Greg, ub. 3. 
a{ſcrtionsare to beread; Cumantemn ſogunumuninerſalis Dominy, Tit. CS 
&-. forſomuchas inſigneofhisvniucrlall ſovcreignitie; as it (If Donn” 
_ werebyaflpeciallritle, the Lord hath reſerned Tithes veto him- W. Linde- 
ſcltc,auouching &clayming them to be his owne,&e, And ſome Rong... N 
of our ownedater writers very iudiciouſly,vpon like conſidera- Pr emine, 58, 
tion, hauetearmed tithes and'other holy! things: appropriated 3: a0 _— E 
vnto God Sacrum velligatza facted Tribute, or rent: Sacred both Dc; o9nt 
inregard of the perſon (God) towhom properly itis due, & of SCcDcfore 
the v{c,vnto which'God hath aſligned it to bee payd. Ht | fo f "Wa 
There cannet beea clcarer tructh then this; yetſoarc mens = aiphgn 
eyes now a-daics blinded with; couctouſnes, or their minds FD. 7-4 
daſcled with ignorance, that a great” part of men, cuen of 
men-profefling eoitfodeandkaoaiedie,Brma to account it-a 
ſtraunge doArine, Many would faine perſwade themſclues that 
for their wordly goods, if they vie them ſoberly and without cx- __ 
ceile,if they get & keepthem withoutthe detriment & iniury of , 
others, ſpecially if they goc onedegree' farther; Imeanc, if they _ 
beſtow ag ſmall & contemptible portion to ſome charitable 
vis; they haue diſcharged their dutic to the vttermoſt, and God 
SE 'N2 requitcth = 
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r:quirethngo more at cheir hands. But indeed wee muſt know yet 
farther, That as weecannot honour God rightly,ynletſebothiour 
bodics &ſoules bee imployediſometimes meerclyin his ſcruice; 
andas.wee cannot with our bodics.and foules religiouſly: &duly: . 
ſcruc God,.vnleile ſome'part of our! times, as the ſeaucnth day; 
bee taken cleane away from-ourwordly bulines & vits, andim- 
ploycd wholly in liis ; fo wee doo not and cannot truely.and 
throughly honour him , vnles wee giue vnto him' likewiſe a 
part of our ſubſtance, *Forare notour goods his., aſwell as our 
daies, and as our ſelues? why ſhould wee not then honour: him 
with a ſpeciall part of the one, as well as of the other?; And vnles. 
with part thercofweacknowledge his ſupreame Dominion; by 


whole bencuolence ivee haue the whole, how doo wee giuc ho- . 


nour to whom honour belongeth, or how hath God the things 
that are Gods? I would know what nation in the world , did-cuer. 
honour God, and did notthinke ita point of their ducticto.doo. 
him honourwith their goods? /iSo that-this: we may blodly. fet- 
downeas aprinciple cleareinmature, an axiome which ought-. 
notto bee called in queſtion, atruth manifeſt & infallible, That 


, m2n are eternallie bound to honour God with their ſubftance., in token 
2» of thankefull acknowledgement that all they bane 1s frem him. To hoy 
,» nour himl ay with theirworldly goods, not onely by ſpending 


chem in-lawtull maner;&by viing them without offence itt the- 
world, but alſo by alienating fromthemfclucs ſome' reaſonable 
partorportion thereof, . and by offering vp the ſame to him, 
as a ſignethat they gladly:confelle hisfole and. fingular. Domiz 
nion ouer all, as a ducie which all men.arc bound vnto, and: a 
part of thatyery worſhipof God, which,.as the Law.of God. 
and nature it ſeſferequireth, fowee arc the rather to thinke all 

men no{eſſeſtrialy bound therevato, thento any other natu-- 
rall dutie: inaſmuchasthe hearts ofmen doo focleaue to theſe 
carthly things, ſo-rmuchadmire them forthe ſway they haue in 


_'theworld, impute themſo generally cither|tonatureorchance, 
. lolittlethinke vpon the grace and pronidentefrom which: they- 


come, Thatvnles by a kinde of continual tribute men be inured: 


- toacknowledge Gods. Dominion, it may bee doubted that” in 


ſhort time men, would learnetoforget whoſe tenants. they arc, - 
and imagine thatthe worlds.istheir ownc,abſolute, free: and in-- 
© = 0 ear 7. 


Thus, 
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Fern, ave” by the Teſtimonie of God himſcife, and of 
godly men from. time to time; that as God out of the whole 
maile of mankind hath reſcrued to himſclfe ome, whom he cal- 
leth his ele: outof the habitations of the ſ:nnes of men;rheir 
carthly buildings,ſome,which he calls h:s remple, his houſe : of 
times & ſcafons ſomeghis. Sabbaths; his ſolemnefe afts: of (eruants & 
attendants,fome his Prieſts &miniſterii$0 likewile of the goods & 
wealth that me cnioy vpothecarthſoe portis vnto himſelf, viz. - 
his Twthes & oblations,as his properright,portion and inheritance. 
That God ought to haue ſome parte of our goods fancificd 
andoftcred vnto him,wil happely W/*Auhin 5.oowhr ofthe moſt 
part tobe but neceſſary uſt & reaſonable : But may itbe poſlible 
to ſhew any real on or cauſe why God ſhould*vouchſafe to make 
choiſe of the tenth part rather theſocother;cither greter or lefler? 

- The maine &ſureſtrealonofalis hi villagaindl which(he has» 
uing oace reuealed that his will 45,to reſerue the tenth part as his 
owne)who may diſputc2He isnot bound/alwaics:to gfue vsarca-- 

 ſonof hiswill, which wee know cannotbutbe iuſt and wiſe what 
cucr it be. Ofdaics and times, why he hath ſancified to himſelfe 
the ſeuenth day we hauc the reaſon and cauſe euidently taught 
vs,viz.becauſc on that day hereſtedfro al bis workwhich he hadl crea- 
t#ed,Ge.2.3 Ex0.20:& therforcitbetioucd tharday not the 6:or $. 
orany otherto be celebrated. If we hauce not plike for our goods: 
yet thatit is no leile reaſonable and iult;we may not doubt. 

2 And treaſon it ſelfe muſt needes teachvs, thatit is noreaſon, 
ifwe mult giue to God ſome part of our goods;that.it ſhould bee 
any conteiwptible portiongas if it were fit to honor God agwere-: 
licuc the poore of ” artſh, 11h ſome cold benenolence:and thers 

forcthat' Centeſma,aryhundreth, or which' 1s. worle (though oft 

practiſed) Millefrme,the thouſandth parte of our goods were c-- 

Rough for him. We ſhame to bringynto a Noble man, a prince, 

aking,anyother thenſomeroyall and: notable ahcfone.rhic beit 

and goodlicftwe can get:fuch as may wel beſeemeysto giue, ang 

hinxtoreceiue:ſuch as may argue, our affection toward fum, and 

procure &win his liking towardvs, How much morethen;bcing. 

10 come into the preſence of God, and to offer to, him ofour - 

goodsſhould both reaſon and rcligion moons; vs;tothe end.it | 

amay be the better accepted , £© of -to him .na,beggarly nar . 

niggardly.parte, but ſuchas may, ſhew a thankfgll hearte, and 1: Chro. 29. 
pf — ———- liberall a2. _ 
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The Maintenance of the Minifterie. 
liberall-mind: nor ofthe worſt and ſcruffe, but of the fatteft Fay. 
reſt and beſt ofour goods;according as God did,by exprelle lay, 
require of his people, Lexit.22 Ag.Dent.15.2 1.6 t7.1.Exechq, 
22. and being not performed, did in them ſharpely reproouc;as- 


yee may read, 14. 1. 8.Wherefore-cing realon teacheththis,ix 
cannot but cenclude withall, That muſt be a tenth or thefeabout.. © 


; Butthe likclieſt reaſon that I can conieure is,the end 8 
{peciall v{c whereunto God aligned &intendedto depate this 
his port ion;which is (as after I ſhall ſhewat large)rhe maintenance 
of hus miniſters:For whom it ſcemeth he accounted the tenth+o be 
a portion ſo copetent,/as by whichordinarily together with his 
otfcrings, they might inſome ſufficient and fit meafure be ablg. 
liverwhich they could not Jovpon a lefle;as the 25.or 20. parte; 
Andthisreaſon Tthinke the whole world in manner(heathen, 
Tewith &chriſtian)hath in all ages, as, if not obeying, atleaſt yet 
imitating God,approued & reſpeed,in'condiſcendingto'yceld 
(asa portionto Ces vicſo comperent,that any othermmore cope- 
tent it were not poſlible forthe wit of man'to deviſe)that parte, 
tothe maintenance ofthe pricſts and Minfſters of God-and his 
Church. The farther fro reaſon(religion I wil not{ay)thispreſem 
agepvhich(diſſenting fro the iudgemenc of God,of anciemt8beft 
Chriſtians,belides Iewes and Pt EIN 
many times, the thouſandth partof the goods to be enoughfor 
Goed,& maintecnanceſufficict for his Church &-miniſterstherof, 
4 Andas God by expreflelawrequired the beſt and faireſt to 
be'offered vnto him: So in many things men'thaue obſcrucd 
(how truely I leane to others) the tenth as it were naturally to 
be the beft, the very croppe and principall. Inſomuch that-in 
old Plantas the word Decumanus is vicd for magnus,that is the 
tenththing for a great one of that kind: and (as ſcholers doe 
know) in other Authors Decumara onazarcimus fluftus, decumane 
porta,and decumanus limes, are vicd for;or accounted, of others 
the greateſt. So that Godrequiring the beſt; 'and the beſt and 
goodliclt being'naturaſly therenth , it ſcemeth that in demati-- 
dingthe beſt, hemeanceththertenth, © 2» dis 
5 Something there is alſoto be conſidered inthe_very trum 
ber it ſelfe.Forit iscertain, that not onely men indried withte- | 
ligion,and truckrowledec of God,but'cuen heathen wile, harte | 
relpected much the Numbers of 3. of 7. and of 10. which pro- - 
bable itis they haue done by a certaine ſecret and ſpeciall in- 


ſtia-: | 
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tinof natures light,ſuggeſting vnto them z. as anumbermy= © 
Ricall becauſe ofthe Trinitie;7.as a number ofholinelIe becauſe © * 
of theſcauenth day;and 10..a3 a number: of perfeion, contay- 
ning in it,and vnder it,al other numbers: aswhichin the ſpeech 
and reconing of all.natians. vnder heauen, take their nominati- 
on and procceding ſtill by 19.and from ten to ten. Now (as one 
faith well) Three being the myſticall number of Gods vnſcarch- 
_ able perfeion within himſclie :' 7, the number whereby our 
owne perfeions thorough grace arc molt ordered: and Tenthe 
number of natures perfetions. ( for the beautic of nature isor- 
der, and the foundation of arder number , and of number ter, 
' the higeſt we can riſe vato-without. iteration of numbers ynder 
it) could nature better acknowledge the power of the God of na- 
ture, then by.afligning vnto him that quantttic, which is the 
continentofall ſhe pollciTeth ? got gates SELT 
6. Law arcxpretic word of God, whereby he had rcucaled to 
man that herequired the tenth rather. then any; other part,till- 
Moſes time we fnd none: but:when as we read that long before 
ofes the tenth was paide to God,may wenotwith good proba- 
bilitic gather,that thaykacw.that God accepted that part gratc- 
fully,8 required itrather then any'other parte, attheir handes 2- 
.. Letvsalſoſcethe other caule,viz. thatwhich concerncth the- 
Church of God:and that is,, 7hat ſo hee might have wherewith 10. 
waintaine thoſe that ſhould attend his Minifteric andſermice in all ages. 
and in all places the world theroughoutts, 
It canhothedenicd;but that God from the beginning of times- 
required ofal men to be publikely worſhipped & crucd: % there- 
upon itis not poſſible to name that nation vnderheaucn,which. 
lining-inany forme of. humane ſocictic,; hath not by the mcere 
inſtin&&light of nature profeiled a-pablicke & ſolemne honor 
& worſhip of God. So thatwhether they haue dane. it rightly, as- 
did the Patriarks & Emecios go fro time to Erncy0s Front 
ouwlly-&.corruptly,as tne heath catl = natKnew not tNe truc't Nor: 
true form-ofdipine worlhipzyctthey-haue al,8e alway SEIECRN 
the matter, viz,that God was publikely robe worſpippedy howſocuer 


they diſagreedand vaticd in the manner, viz, in what forte that ,* 
oughtto be done, Secondly,itis azclear andoutofall queſtian, .;,.;... ...... 
that for the due & bettercclebratio of thathis publik-worſhip&---5:14 1+ 
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Heb.$.4- and pric{thood;and would not thatany ſhould prelume to inter. 

Exod.28.  eddle in that funRion, and vndertake that worke, butſuch as 

Num. 'hehimiſclfc had either ordinarily by meti,or extraordinarily by 

©-17. himſclfe called and choſen thereunto. And reafon:For ifamong 

Epheſ.4.41 en , Princes, Lords, &c-willnot be ferued and attended en, bur 

I» Cor.12.28 by men of their owns choile z is-it not more probable a preat 

deale, that the King of Kings,and Lord of all Lords, will not be 

ſcrucd in his Church, but by ſuch as himſelfe hath thereunts 

eletcdand appointed? Nowas God would cuer haue publicke 

worthip of his owne deſcription ; {cruants and attendaunts they. 

-uto of his owne ordination:ſo itwas his will, and his wifdome, 

_ toreſeruevnto himſelie a parte of the goods, increaſe and pro- 

firs of the world, that ſo he might have of his owne;wherewith to 

maintainethoſe his owne-feruants, ThisT taketobe cleare by 

Gods owne {peach vnto 2ofes: whenhauing ſet his marke vpon 

divers things, calling them mine offerings, mine hallowed things, 

my tithes, &c. he addeth, Theſe hae 1 ginen to the ſonnes of 

Leni, Why ? for the ſeruicewhich they doe me inthe Tabern, and It 
Philo. a1. (41z. the tithes, offcrings, &c.) is yorr wages for your ſernicevnto 

hb.de prem, & mee. Which words deeplaincly ſhow, that God would that ſuch 

"ar GI 35, as attended him, and ferucd at his altar, ſhould receiue thoſe 

bara thingsas his pay ; and notas mens ;as from his hand andnot 

exprobret ac. from man: in licu of the wages and*reward which for their ſer- 

cipienti ſunm-yice it was fitand neceſlary;that he their maiſter & Lord ſhould 


 Benehciumin- | " bir we lo ghc 
ne allowthem, Whereupon hefaithnor'to the people (The maner 


templa d efers» 


deren', ſed cx 
facrario, ne uel 
qui aliquid ca- 
perentpuderet _ 3 
accepti,perinde ac fi- ab kominibus zlerentur : vel qui 
Idem, andumafſerit,non es difcipulatench; cultaribus, 
_ perbuantqued apoſtles ſultegrarent, Neque,n.inquittu hig 
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keth thus : ill a man ſpayle his Gods ? yet hane yee ſpoiled me: But yee 
ſaid wherein bane weſpoyled thee 2 intithes and offerings, Tee are curſed 
with a curſe:for ye hane ſpojled me,cuen this whole natzon. Bring yee all 
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uvadam indus» 

ia,toc eſt, Ex 
uange<lij enun. 


tithes 4mto the florehouſe, that there may bee meate in mine honſe,ali, 


C6. 
Where the Lordagaine challengeth al tithes & offerings pro- 


perly,and inTtight robe hs, calleth the Prieſts barne his barnethe 
Pricſts houſc his howſe,and ſheweth plainely.; that he hath allotted 
thoſe his duties'tothem as their mainetenancefor the ſernice they 
doe him, Tt was the leaſt thoughtthe people had;todctraud GoJ, 
they accounted they had but pincheda few fat bellicdprieſtsthat 
had no neede thereof, and kept ſhorte aſorte of lazie Leuits vn- 
avorthy of it : but Ged tells them, that in abuſing them, he was «= 
baſed ;in defrauding them, he wasſpoyled: becauſe thoſe things 
"which they ſhould -haue recciued;were properly his,& not theirs. 
. . Neither were thevery heathenfſo blind and ignorant but that 
they ſaw this:and thereforewhatlocuer they vewed and offered 
vnto their Gods;they delivered italwaies into the hands of fome 
-or other pricſts;as they that knew;thatGod had afligned ouerto 
his prieſts &miniſtersthe vic of fuch things,as ſhould be giuen, 
conſecrated,or offcred vnto him. And therefore whereas they 
them(clues made great conſcience of touchingor grophaning 
| -hallowedthings,theyneuer accounted ir a fault,buta freedome 
and dutic in the pricſts, to linethereof, —_ 

And truely 1 cannot therein but 'commend the religions in- 
tentiqn of our foreel[ders, who did ener account the tithes;&c.as 
none of their ewne goods,but,as they did viually call them,Goads part; 
as who had lcarned;that ſuch things properly were due toGod 
himſclfc,and therefore-did pay them euen of conſcience'to God, 
as theythat conſidered & knewthat God had giuenthem to the 
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Church for the maintenance of the miniſtery thereof:&know- « 


in g that to rob God, to Commut ſacriledge;could benolight offence, c. 
did often intheir Teſtaments makeprouilion to pay a certaine c. 
 ſumoftmony,asa recompence for tithes-forgotten; wheravnow ., 
noconſcience(and mach letſe recompenice) is made pro dec. ab- .. 
latis fortithes any way taken from Godand his miniſters, =» 

© The ſameperſwaſion wasnodoubt one ſpeciall motiue that 
induced them to be willing & carcful to pay ſuch duties without 


I's 


reſpe of perſons,without grudging &repining, without excep- 


tion 
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tion at this man & that; as they that knew and conlidered, That 
whatſocuer men deſeruz,or may ſceme worthy arvnworthy of, 
yet God,who is the giuer of all, is (til]worthy roreceine his owne 
zrt out of th:wholc,without diminutian oralteration:zand they 
ill boun,;what cucr he be that recciucs4tzto pay the ſame, And 
verily the wantofthis perſwalion is one maine and principall 
cauſe, why atthis day in'many places. people pay the miniſter 
his maintznance ſo grudgingly& {o badly, They colider not,that 
what they pay, is none of their own,but properly Gods part,due 
firſt of all vato him as an Honorariamwherewith they ought to. 
acknowledg him the ſupream Lord. They account that they pay 
to be therr own.& they deale with the miniſter as for mine 8& #2+h 
And accordingly as they attc& the mi,ſo they preſume. to deale 
with him,not thinking thatthey, haue todo with godin this caſe, 
morethe inany other ordinary or-wordly matter : & therfore as | 
louc or hatred,cotent or diſcontet, couetouſnes or equity:caries. 
the,ſo they deale more or leile liberally &iuftly-in this behalfe, 
This hath come to pale (I conieture) a great. dealethorough: 
the miniſters owne defalt;in that diuers of them.; not lookin: 
thoroughly into the matter, haue taught people, that Zithes are 
wot naw due Iure duino,and claime tithes& offerings as their tithes 
&& theirofferings;wheras indeed if they folowed the phraſe ofholy- 
ſcripture, andiſpake as the word of God teacheth, they ſhould* 
rather call them Geas tithes, the offcrings of God, & claimethem 
by thename of Gods part,the Charthes tight,&c.I doe not deny, 
but that they may in ſome ſortcall them, their tithes, their offe-. 
rings,their duties, &c.becaulc they are by aſſignation from:God 
become and made zheirs: but yet Idoubt whether they can with- 
out ſin ab»aies ſo ſpeake;and ſhould notrather, cucn in honor of 
him by whoſe rightthey hald,whoſe receiuers & ſubſtitutes they 
arc,{peake more properly,and if notalwaies, yet v/aaltie cal them 
asthey are,the offerings of God, Gods tithes, ec. This. would mooue 
menthat heare it,to-be morereligious in this pointe. 'Itwould 
ſtrike ſome better awe, and mooue the conſcience of men the 
more in thiscaſc, tovſe more linceritie, cquity and liberalitie. 
then commonly they doe. 
The Fathers and men of auncient-time- did never. almoſt 
f peake otherwiſe then thus;Redde Deo decimans:Dens digna tur decs 
NCCIPEre < arcime Deodebentur: Pay to God histithes:God vouchs 
Gfcthtorecciue the tenth:tithes are dueto God. And they bring 
| um 
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in God claiming in this ſort, Gineme my tenth part : if thou 
wilt give me my tenth, Iwill multiply thy nine parts : it thou 
wilt not giue me mytenth,&c. And if weſhal imitate:them there- 
in,wc ſhall doc but as the beſt haue done. 

But to bring the'matter to ſome ifluc,the pointis, that God 
hath reſcrued to himſelfe tithes, offerings, &c.that ſo he mighe 
haue wherewith De/#0, of his owne proper goods, to maintainc 
his miniſters. | | E 

Herein I note a ſpecial point of the'great and diuine wiſdome 
of God,that would ſo prouide for his ſcruants & not leaue them 
£0 the curteſic of men. And I would itmight be well conlidered, 
whether they do not check this wiſdom of Gad, which deny this 

verity,& afhirme,that God(asnot ſoprouident for hisſcruants,as 
men of any place or faſhion be tortheirs) bath proweded them of 
nothing of his awn,but leftthem to the curtelic of the world, which 
hates them,and mercy(tor the moſt part) of the mercileſle. 

. Further conſider we,whether God hauing reſerued vnto him- 
{cifea part of that men polletle, & yet:totharend ſpecially that 
therewith.he might maintaine,amongvs,ſuch as might, being 

his ſcruants, guide vs in the way of ſaluation, bring v5 't0 Ged,winws to 
Chriſt, confirms vs inthe trath,G-c:andſo be our miniſters as well 
as his,oars inthe worke of the Lord:Conlider,l fay, whether it be 
nota great ſin, a notorious argument ofextreaime ingratitudeto 

God, to defraude them of,or to deny the that maintenance,thoſe 

means to line by,which God hath giuen thefor our good?fecing 
thevſc of theirminiſtery;the fruit of their labors,& ſeruice inthe 

worke of the Lord,redoundethproperly & ſpecially vato vs.It a 
 Kingrecciving tribntes,ſubſidics, &c. of his people, ſhould ea- 

ploy the ſame in defence of the country,the good of the comon- 
wealth:If a land-lord receiuing fines & reats of his tenants ſhuld 
ſpend the ſame among the in keeping of good houle, in repay- 
ring their tenements, in mendingtheir high-waics,&c.we wold 
calily grant,that ſuch ſubietsandſuchtenants were much to be 
blameJ, if they would not willingly pay thoſe payments to the 
vttermoſt.God doth ſo and morethen fo with vs. He recciucth 
of vs the tithesand offerings as his Sacri# vettsgal his facredtri-: 
bute, his holy rent: and what doth hee therewith ? hee-cm- 
ploycs it all againe to our good, to our vie, in maintaining 
worthy Captaines and Souldicrs AY may defend the Gap: 
> Ti an 
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and continuallyencounter the enemic ot our faith : vponſlabo« | 
OO rersthatmayworke hard in theworke of the miniſtery, and be 
} painful in publithing the Goſpel,thatſo we mi ght be builded vp: 
as holy temples and {pirituall habitationsto himſclfe,yea that{o 
we might be exalted to dwell with him in cternall glory. And 
| therefore I think our {in cannot be little,nor our fault excuſable;; 
ifasit were condemning his wiſedome,& enuying our ownefe= | 
licity,vewill not ſuffer his goods,his portion;to be conuerted to: | 
Qur belt profit,nor willingly pay and yecld him thatwhich1s his. | 
Tight, that ſo we 119 receine it againe ,not to hs but to our owne benes. 
fit. Hardly, it is likely, would we be drawne, as did many godly” 
Chriſtians inthe primitiue church,in our dates ſome few people: 
do,8& as in the iudgement of ſuch as be wiſe & religious, it is but: 
the duty of all Chriſtians(ifnecd be)to do,viz.(paying our tenth 
from the Church) maintaine the miniſter out of the other nine: 
parts,as by allotting him another tenth,becauſethe very tenths. 
taken away:or giuing him otherwiſe vnto that which remaineth. 
that which is ſomewhat competent ; ſeeing wee grudge to/him. I - 
that which is none of ours, but Gods,and ſo his (the miniſters): o 
- owne already :that which not by vs, but indeed by God, is allo-: 
ted &alligned vnto him This reaſon and con(1deration ſeemed: 
S. Aneuſt, Vato S. Azg.lo good,'hat ſpeaking of tithes in one whol Sermon. 
Ser. d: tem, *ercof,it is che very firſt that he dothvrge; Deus qui dignatur te-' 
219, tum dare,&c.God(laithhee) which vouchlafeth to giue vs the 
whole,doth vouchlafe to.recciuc againe of vs the tenth, which 
ſhal yet redound nat to his,but doubile(ſe ta our profit. How to our pro=- 
fit ? butbecauſc our outward eſtate ſhalbe bettered thereby, by, 
Gods blcſling vpon the 9,parts,forthat the tenth is iuſtly paid, \ 
as there he ſhews,and hereafter we ſhall ſee:and our inward eſtate: 
ſhalbe amended,while the miniſtery ofthe Goſpel beingtherby- 
Pianted and continued among-vs, our knowledge, faith, and. 
p.cty ſhall thereby herncreaſed. The ſamealſothe whole coun- 
Core, Trib: ccl of /-:bur.contidered,as appearcth by their words,where ſup-: , 
pouug God to ſpeake thus,Giue me my tithes,&c.they coclude 
inthis manner;lf therefore any man make queſtion,why tithes. .' 
are paid?Ler him know, that therfore they are to be paid, 1:That - 
Gol byſuchdeuotion being pactfied, may more abundantly gine 
vi (corporall) necefſaries:and 2:that the miniſters of the Church be= 
png therby releeued,may be the mare free (fromworldly-and ſecular 
| _  Incume- 
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incumbrances.) to the fulfilling-of- their ſpirituall- exerciſes 
(the truite whereof we are toreceiuc.) For (as itis well knowaec) 
they labour not forthemſclucs,butfor others. * - 
 Andthus appearcth ſufficiently the. other, that is the ſecond 
reaſon, why God hath alflumed ynto himlſclfe part of mens 
carthly-goodes as his owne proper right & inheritance. 

But yet, before I procerd any farther, atarther queſtion doth. 
ariſe, & may bee moued, vpon thatlaſtſct downe, Namely, why 
it pleaſed God to allott-out vnto his ſcruants, his miniſters, ſo 
great a portion, ſo honourable maintenance, as ( beſides offe- 
_ rings, vowes and other things conſecrated to God, both mo- 
ucable and vnmouecable)the Tenth is: All which it is certaine, 
that net-without .Gods appraoucment or appointment, the 
prices and miniſtersof Gud inall agesreceiued & had : and in 
thisage &time of the Goſpell, oughtto haue.. 


For ariſwcreherevnto, many and thoſe maineand. very appa- 


rant reaſons may be giuen :.& they all cither-expretled in, or 
deducibleout of theword-of God: as 1 

1. Firlt, thereby to honour their calling before men , who. 
naturally doo reſpet them that haue ſome good meanes to liue- 
by : and contrariwiſe, contemne and deſpiſe ſuch-as bec in 
poucrtic, as perſons : obſcure; and; contemptible. The elders 
(faith S. Paul, 1. Tim.s. 17) that rule well, are worthie double ho- 


- nour,ſpecially,c5c. Where,by double honour,inthe opinion of al. 


expolitors hee 1neancth aſwell liberall and honourable mainte- 
nance for themſclues, as due reuerenceand obedience to them. 
and their Dodrine. The Lord did account it an honour to- 
Aaron and his prieſthood to bee well and worthilie maintained, nei- 
ther can it bee ather to the miniſters of the Goſpell. And if in 
time of peace and proſperitic- men thinke it commendable for 
men of other degrees and callings to-liue in wealth, and hauc_ 
fome abundance of theſe externall bleflings: how can it bee but - 
commendable ]ikewiſe forthe miniſter of God, to reape ſome 
fruite ofthe ſame things, torefreſs his head with oile , to hane his 
table wel furniſhed; his cap fall: That it may not be layd, that The 
arke of the Lorde dooth reſt in atent of ckins, and lie under a conering 
of poates haire, when men doo dwell in their houſes of Cedar, and haue 
ther fieled chambers, 1, Chro. 17; 1, and Hag. 1:4. And cxpe- 
rience doothſhewe,, Thatas howſocuer men ſhould recciue the - 
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Anl. Gell. 


10OZ 


ftrength ; jet the wiſcdome of thepoore ts def} 


The Maintenance of the Miniflerre. 
faith of our Lord /e/s Chriftwithoat reſpect of perſens;yet it is rare 
to finde-the man, that dooth notpreferre the man that weareth 
the gaie cloxthing before hint in the vile rayment:: ſo it 18 hard to 
Ende that people, which dooth not contemne a minifterof Gag, 
if heeliue in pouertic and baſenes; and cſteeme him much the 
more, whatſocuer his deſert bee, that carries fome ſway" in the 
world, and liues as wee terme it ) in good reputation, 'and of 
hin{clte. 7 | [409 +a 

And whenhis perſon is once in diſgrace and contempt, what 
is to bee expected of his labours itis calte to iudge. 'Salemomob. 
ſcrued longe agoc, Eccleſaſt. 9. 16. That, Better 5s weſedome then 

| ifed, and his words are 

uot heard. Tremember l haucread, how tharithws Athenian: on a 
time being ina common-connſcll, about forme weightiemitter; 
one that was but a -poore and abic fellow, gaue indeed'beſt 
aduiſe and ſpake moſt to the purpoſe : The chiefe 'of-the'Citie | 
conkdering that it would beethe le(le and worle accepted; if it 
ſhould be knowne to proceed from ſucha one, ſeemed to take 
no notice thereof; andtherefore atſembling together-another 
day,cauſed one that was of greater place & more authoritie with 
the people,toproponnd theiame aduife againezand fo they fol- 
lowed it, as the later mans, whenindced itwas the formers, And 
I hauc my ſelfe obſcrued and ſeeneere now, that twomen prea- 
ching,the one beeing poore and of nonote in the world, and 
th'other rich and of account for his wealth and liuing, though 
the poore man hath by many degrees inthe iudgement of ſuch 
as could diſcerne, and were not affeionate,excceded th'other, 
yet hee hath beene farre lefſe regarded; and his'{abours,of the 
greater number, as ſcarce worthrhe hearing, diſdaigned & little 


- 


ferby. ItisafaultT _ torcſpe the dofrineand: labeurs 


ofa manthelefle for his pouerty:bur yet it1s fucha fault;as farre 
as I can finde, which-God will have amended , not ſo much by 
reprehending men for it,as by incouraging and inducing men 
to take away the cauſe thereof by maintainin g his miniſters wel, 
that they may not fall into contempt. Where that courſe is not taken, 
but men will firſt by diſabling and impoueriſhing the miniſter 
bringhim into contempt, and then contemne him ;| as. the 
Philoſopher not vnworthily laughed at the folly of themwhich 
reiected him when hee camein his old rags, but admitted him 
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eurtcouſly when hee returned in trimapparell,as if his new attire 
had-made him: to bee! another, / and not the ſame man hee 
was before : ſo may-wee juſtly condemne the wickednetle of 
ſuch as make the miniſter , by iil and vnworthy' maintenance, 
contemptible:z: and then haning themiclues made him ſuch, 

doo vndeſcruedly contemne' him. 
2. Secondly; this'is doone, 7s mooxe and draue meu to bee nil- 
ling to pndertakthu kinde of calling, For elſc who almoſt will be- 

_ take himfelfe toche miniſterie,and ibee defirous to: become a 
Diuine, if he {ce before hand no hope of perferment, no likely- 
hood of due maintenance to ariſe x on ? I graunt, that pre- 

 ferment& reward is not the principall end, whereo men ſhould 
looke: yetwhen as men are not. of that degree and calling by 
birth, as the ſced of Aaron was, but.are,in refpe of themſclucs, 
free tomake choife what kinde-of Rtudie., what» courle of lite 

andprofcſſion they will foHow., it will be hard to fade many 
that will preferre thatcallingabouc others; when they foreſee, 
having ſpenttheintime,their patrimonie; their ſtudies, for many 
yeares together that way, little-or no hope of condigne reward, 
and hemaintenance.; Many will rather (as'is daily ſcene) betake 
themſclues to other: profeſſinns; to the'Law, to. Phylicke, ta. 
the ſchooles, yea to ſcruice,&c. wherein they ſce more hope of / 
maintenance, and aready wayiopened vntapreferment an4eſti- 
mationinthe world.. Andfew parents! will there be, that will 
hauc any great deſire to train: vp their children ef pxrpoſe forthe 
miniſtery,when as they ſhal perceiue that whenaman hath (pence 
vpon onechild (if he bea manof any faſhion)z; orz 00, pounds; 
thriſe or twiſe aſmuchas vponavy of thereſt ot his children, yet 
he is farther off from preferment thenany ofthe reſt, while it 
is notcaſie toattainc any thing vnlellc itbee ſome beggerly (ti- 
pcnd, ora pee/d bencfice ſcarce woorththe takingvp. 

Heathen men could obſerac, That Hoxes alit artes, it is ho- +, 11. 
nour and prefcrment that maintaineth any kinde oflcarnings:. 
& that, probatavirtus inhonoraceſſatz.vertue though it be com- 
mended, yet-if it be not honoured and rewarded, will ſoone be 
diſcouraged, And wee may.obſcrue,ſay what men will , That it ** 
is maintcnancethat dooth and will maintcine religion, and pre- ** 
ferment that dooth &will draw fitand worthy men to the mi- <* 
niſterie; That the want of duc -maintcinance in our land is the 

principall 


942 | 
principall cauſe, that religion among vs flouriſheth no' better: 
and the lacke of due preterment in our Church the maine:and = 
ſpeciall reaſon, whic our miniſterietil] this day after fo' longa 
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preaching otthe Goſpel,ſo great a peace of the Church, fo large 
a time for breeding vp andplanting of ſulhcient-men; remaines 
yet ſo vnfurniſhed, asit dooth, ofable teachers;'one halfe atthe 
leaſt, becing yet far from. any com petent{utiiciency totharof- 
fice: Belides many.others, who being with learning & gifts very 
ſutticiently qualified, which for want of 'due maintenance are 
both diſcouraged teecmploy their ſtudies, diſabled-to doo that 
which otherwiſechey would & could performe , & compelled 
to bend their witts, & ſpend theirtime-otherwaies. 

Would to.God therefore the Gouernors of our land wonld 
at the lengthreſpeRte this purpole of God, who hath allotted to 
his miniſters ſo great and competenta portion,to the end:there- 
by to allure and inuite men to vndergooe the calling:&accord- 
ingly prouide that cuery where the ſame. mmghrin ſome meaſure 
ſo bee layd outfor them;thatthere might beeapparant hope of 
preferment, and ſomecertaintic of ſufhcient and good mainte- 
nance forſuch as would betake themſclues to that courſe of life; 
Thenwithin a little while it would appeare, that there ſhould bee 
no-occalion norneed for furniſhing of places,to fil them wp with 
' Tailors, Weavers, or out-worne ſpendthrifts. The vniuerſities 
like good fruitfull mothers would breed vp & ſend abroad'of 
her children well neere cnowe to ſupplic ſuchvacations, Many 
would open their mouthes with ioye, that now byde ſilent with 
griefe: nota few would ſtirre vp the gifts of God in them, which 
_ noweitherlike the ſlouthfull ſeruant bury them in the carth, 
or with Afertha employ them about things though neceflary 
for themaſclues, yet leiſe necellary for the Church: & ſome 'no 
doubt that for preferments ſake, haue halfe againſt their wills, 
ſeftthis calling,would returne againefromtheſchoole,Phylicks 
Law, &c. to this moſt-ſacred fanton, (TIC 

3. Athirdcauſe is, t9exable them that bee entred into the mi- 
niſtcrie, that bee minifters alrcady, to bee faithfull, diligent and af+ 
fiduons in their charge; wherevntothey can not but bee the more 
occalioned , when they haue all theirnecefſary wants ad vitium 
CE a4 culrzm (uthcientlic and abundantly ſupplied: and wherein 
._ to faike, they haue either none at all, or farre lefle excule when 

as 


r 
[ 


merchandiſe, ſchooling Phy licke; Chiu 


as they be not, for want-of necetſiries;enforced t 


3. [edits 


end ſerwe rabler. Alt. 6. ai thiar6,to diſcontinue thew-chieſc and 
principal tudies, and etake-themy'to ſome other calling or 


courſes, to their prone not pertinent. Contraricto the rule 
and the minde of the Apoſtle, who 2. Tim: 2.4. ſaith , No mar 
that warreth intangleth bumfelfe with pr ty of has hife,beeauſe hee 
wouldpleafe him that hath choſen himsto bee 'a Soultionr, &e; mes- 


ning;that,as hee that 'gocs' to thewarres giveth ouer His ordi- 


varic, privateand domeſticallaffaires that ſo hee may follow his 
Captaine without let, and doo':good ſeruice vato his countric; 
ſo-ſhould he that betakes himtothe miniſterie of Chriſt; forgoe 
all other vocations:& coutles of life, as husbandrie, hatidicrafts, 
rgeric, &c. and'follow 
onely that worke of God; wherevntg only hee is-called; which 
alone willrequire a whole tnan. 'Contrary tothe minde of the 
auncient fathers, who, as wee may concewe by the words of-S. 


Cyprian, epiſt. 66.'reproouedone Geminins Fauſtin.'that had vo- 
'dertaken the: charge of pupills, and'ouerſight ofa mans will ; as 


dooing thereiniagainſtthe Canonrof the Thureh then : ſaying 


that Miniſters bans nothing to.doowith: ſecular affaires > but as the 
Leuits had no other bafines but'to' attend von the' altar, ſo the . 


Lord bad pronidedfor his miniſters riow, that' they inight not bee 


drawne by wordly occaſions from their holy'bulines; but day& 


night ſhould attend:theirheauenly and ſpirituall exerciſes: &by 
the words of S. Gr Od i rebuketha eertaine biſhop -or mi- 


e 
niſter of his time, for thatheedid vndertake to teach grammar, 


thinking itvnmectefor miniſters ofthe Church'to meddle in 


any ſecular atfaires,& get their lining by worldly labours. Con- 
traty to theauncicnt Canons and Decreesof the Church;/as may 
appeare Decr, Gres. lib. 3. Tit. Ne cler. ſer. neg. fe immiſceant. 
Contrary tothe practiſe of the beſt of thatſorte inalltimes, as 
-of Aaron, who lefttheragiſtracie wholly to his brother Aoſes, 
and held himfclfe onely to the ſeruice of the Tabernacle:of the 


- F4 P 


Apoſtles; who Math. 4. 20, ct. . 9.27. gaucoucrtheir trades of 


fiſhing,&c. and following Chr, cndeuoured only this, to be- 
come fiſhers of men: and after Chriftes Alcenſion, atloone as'the 
Churchewas a little'cricreaſed , refiiſed'any longer to bee &n= 
combredwiththe {cruing! of cables, buit waſhing their hands 


encredl, left the chargeof'wholhyie [other inight 


- 


Duayen, 


deſacr. eccl. 
miniſt, 116.1, 


CAP 25, 


ne won Gert 


gine themſelues continualie to prazer. and miniſtration. of the warge, 
Twujingthencefoorth not vponthe labour of thcirowne hands,in 
this or that ſecular trade,but vponthe charge of the: Church: as. 
$. Pau! dooth plainly teſtific, t. Cor, 9.4.wherezindefence. of 
himſelfe, that yet vpon ſoipe {pecialll &extraordinarie occaſion - 
vicd not this power, he ſaith, Have wee not pawer toeate & todrink, 
that is, to liucypon the charge ot;;others,; without labouring 
our ſclucs, aſvel as the reſt of the Apeſtles and as the brethren of the 

. Lord; and Cephas? I might adde likewiſe the example of Chrif 
himſclfe, the Prince of all Paſtors, who conming:once abroad * 
fo. preach the Goſpell gave quite ouct that trade of life whercin, 
as a, priuate man, he;had ſpent his time, mar. 6. 3. bſtm. in Ape- 
tog. and betooke himſcltc;onely todoo & to teach thele things 
that pertcined. to the kingdome of God,liuing andſuſteifing 
him & his, ofſuch -goods as by the faithfuil thatfollowed-him, 
were miniſtred vnato him, Lec.:8. 3. {ohs. 13.29... | 


- 


- Iconfels, they doonotwell, &as they ſhould, toifpend their 


- 


time in worldly bulincgas in! teaching.of ſchollexs, 8&c, Theſe 
things were fitter a great dealefor-men of thoſe prateſhons, the 
; forany of the minifcric. But lay [, whe is in. fault for this? yow 
know the old prouerb, Nece/sitas. nonhahet legem, Necd hath no 
law. It is not fit they.ſhould doo thus, but it is better. todoo,thus. 
then to ſtarue (or (teale) for, want: of neceiharies,: E mulis; mini- 
”un: Of two cuillstheletle is euer tobe choſen, Ahard ſhift 
that a man mult be faineto intrude vpon others,becauſe he can 
pot hauc that which is his owne. _ A lamentable- thing :that 
whereas.inall other trades & courſes of life { ifa man beofany 
induſtric or meanes). he, may be able by histrade and profeilion 
alone, tolive wel &ſomewhatwealthily,for as the old faying is, 
Ars queq;ſnumalit ertificem. Eucry arte ſuſtcincth. hisartiſt:only. 
fuch is the ſtate of Qur miniſterie in, England , that in-many 
| Places, it 55 not poſrible for a man therein,& thereby alone. to liucs 
though parcs &dariter, in any tollerableeſtate; Whichconlide- 
red,*no man may: iultly deny. but that the Goucrnors 'of our 
Church hauedoone well, thatin their late Canons, Car, 78, they 
havercſcrucd tothe miniſter of any: place-.the-prerogatiue of 
teaching thereaboue any other. A. poore ſupply, where better 
meanes are wanting, And I wiſh, that, Things i(tanding.as-yet 
they doogthey might. beaflifted tochovttermoRyte eniopecbebt- 


nefit. 
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x:fit thereof. But on condition that the Gauertors of our land: 
would prouidethatin euery place there tnight be ſome compe- 
rent maintenance (a matterwith no great difficulticto bee-ſoone 

_ etfected) forthe miniſter thereof: 1 could wiſhe that there were a 

Law, Thatno miniſterſhould intermedlewith any praftiſe of 
profeſſion but hisowne;For,for my part,-though 1 wiſh well 
co all the miniſters'of the Church; and doo know that many of 
themin theſe daies dooliue afmuch-or moreby other meancs 
as by the miniſterie, yet knowing by long & much obſeruation 
& expcrience, how vaſit &preiudicialla thing'itis to their mi- 
niſterie, Lamfo farrefrom»uſtifying, liking and commending 
ſuch courſes, wherevntotheir owneextreamencceſſitic, and the: \; + » 
iniuric & iniquiticofthe time dooth compel them}, that Thold' 

their condition therein;'a:thing to"bee: pitted more then a 
peg their fact a matter rather to betollerated then de- 
tended. nm moot twitiattt onto og; tr rot ir DH 

How vnapt and-ynable a'man is for ſuch a charge'/8& worke as 
is the worke of the minifterte;,when hee is vnprouided of time & 
meanes.toprouide & ſuſtainehimſclfe, and farniſh-his ſtudie; it 
isno hard thing forany manthoughvnacquainted: with ſcho« 
lers lite to conceiue.:For whocanworke &Jabourthat hathnot 
food coucnicnt to. ftrengthen his bedy?who can in his labour! 
dooanything workmanlike & artificially; that-wanteth time, 
tooles & infiruments conuenientand/firtor the purpole ? who 
can trauailea/iourny that hath notwherewith to defray his ex- 
penſes? Beſides that, when aman'gocsaboutany thing not with 
toy & comfort, butwithgriefe 8& diſcontent, what he-is like to 
cc; letall gelſe that cuer haue felxany Diſquictnes'of minde 
or anguiſh of ſpirite? Miniſters alfo are men & not Angels, fleſh 
& bloud and notfpiritec, & therefore when they fee'themſclues 
negleRed of thoſe! they labout for, left deſtitute-by them for 
whomnthey fpend'&confumerthemſclues,/8&for their- belt and 
chiefeſtlabours, leaſt & worlt rewarded;how canthey-haue any" 
edge vnto their books,or courageto their ftudies? Or,to ſpeake 
nothing of the griefe of mind which mult needs-ailault the mi- 
niſter of God inſucha'ciſe,istherenetiult mh mare ney hr : 
when asa mans meancs:chatway. isſo flender;-chabirits! hardly: 
futficientin any rheaſureforvery bookes; paper,/& other [tudie'! 
expenſes ? can a-man fo-live?. muſthee ,not 'then'of very ne-- 
bits P' 2. ccllity 
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celiity either ſupplic his wants by other -meanes,or ifthatfaile,, - 


forſake bis-ſtugte.gine over his book;&comert that; which his: 


ſludiedooth & would require ,to the vie of his lite? & then if hee 
mult ſtudy withoutbooks & helpes,or preach withour tuie; as. 
many deco,that wanttimcs & means conucnientawhatgood 1$to- 
keexpedecd at his hands,or fruitfull-peach from hismaurh; no; 
man butmay conceive that knowes.any thing' what belongs 
to a ſcholler; or;,- is not:fo {cn{clefle as to, thinke', That itvis: 
no more, for a miniſter to. preach a'Sermon, then for / him-. 


himſclfeto pultopen the puſpit doore... The. Philiſtins feared. 
but little of the Hebrewes; ſo.long/agithere was neither: ſhield nor 
r. Sm, 12, ſpeare #1 Tſracl. They knew that a-multitudevnarmed could dos! 


no great harme; AndIthinkethe commonenemyof-ourifal- 
uation,the diuell,&of our religion.the P apsſt;eares little of ſuchy 
miniſters of the Goſpell;as.are without meanes. toliue by'or. to; 
ſtudic with. They atlurethemſclues ſuch wil doo no greatharme 
to eitherof their kingdomes;-ſecing: certaincitisfuchfor the 


molt part,wereas good it ſtil as labour : better many times to- . 
| holdthejrpeace; then to bring intothe pulpit,as oftthey doo & 


mult,ſych rawe&vndigeſted matter: and ſhould ſhewmoredil- 


cretion by beeing more Hilente; then true zeale by:vtterin $548: | 


bulilic as.any other thatis &'may be better prouided!, quicquad: 


in buccam venerit, what Comes:hr(ttohand;: 

And in ſuch cafes I doo! maruaile with what:conſcience men' 
can expe atthe miniſters:hand;That he ſhould:labour & tcachy, 
them as diligently as others that fcele none- of theſe: wants and; 


greeuances,& (as.many doo) murmur or\complaine againſt che- 


as idle;carclet{c,& negligenttn their dutic &chatge:; when they 


are thus inforcedwil they,;nil they , robe exrombred abont worldie 


tings;&cotinually diſtrated from thebeſt:Icannot tell where- 
vnto.bettertoliken itthen to the dealirig ofthe Egiptiane with. 


the children-of [7ae/(Exod.s5;) whentheywouldnot allowtheny 
anylonger friawto make brick withallz& yet; they being inifor- 


ced tolcckeiforftubble & ſtrawaboutinthe fields; all the land 
quer wherethey could get it,-xaGed of the the twhole tale of briche 4s 


' former time,when they had ſtraw allowed the;So theſe, they allow 


not the miniſtercontienient maintenance as-heſhould,8& others 
hauc(happily themſeſueskeep-it from him):&he-ivinforced for 


* 
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& ſpend his godlentime.in worldly employmets;& yet;as if be. 
were prouided fortothe vttermoſlt, had nothing todo but ated. 
his booke,northing totrauble him; butthe care of their ſoules, 
they require him to preach vale, & looke that he ſhould per- 
forme nisdutie.(as they call it ): and doo the worke of aw ZE var 
oeliſt,'to;.the vttermolt,asthcy.dao or may, that are not diſtra- 
aed with any ſuch things:- Butwith as good realvivtruclicas.if 
a man. hauing employed his ſeruant all/day long in butines: 
abroad, ſhould yet when hee returnes all wearicd- with former. 
labours,at z. or 4.a.clocke atafrernoone, require him to per-. 
forme as good 4daics warke thateucning,as he mighthauc done. 
the whele day;or(tovit the very phraſe ofthe Apalte. 1.C0r.g,). 
moulſling the:Qxesmouth,ſhould infarece himirotwithitanding 
to labour inthe floore;afwell; or as muchas he whoſe mouth: is 
not monlled;but may by cating as he labours,as /caathan did by 
licking hony as'he purſued the: Philiftians (1Sam. 14)coatinue 
an] ropairchisſtreagrhet; 1 54h ob worlds Cnr bn moDan 
- Buttobring'this-point to/a;conclution; As tisart/ chatche mi-. +, >. 
ſter labour,ſo'itis fit thathe have maintainance:Digans eft.n.GBpe- 
rarius mercede ſua. Thelaborer is worthy of his hire.. And as-peo- 
ple know it-isthe miniſters duty to mmifter: ſpiritxall things : $0: 
let them know itis their dutic:to miniſter: temporall things, And 
therefore let the one be asreadytoemploy their-goods, as-they, 
would haue the otherito employ» their. gifts: that ſo-the wan of - 
God,hauing his Chamber,his w_ his table,h1s ſteole, "a Henne | 
ichercady-prouided:-for him and his ſernant, may be willing to- 2: Reg. 4.8; 
pms indo he emanate ptr ren er Shathee & on 
may-doc for her ro require her great icare for (bim's That lo Peter 44. 10. 
withall hiscompany;being intertained of Cornelivswith al kind- 
netlc and liberalitic,may beincouraged totary with him , and 
T_ vnto him words whereby he and his may be ſaued: thatlo the 
ctc ofthem that bring glad tidings.of good things beingprers-  _ 
eur in ous cics;they mayſhewyntovsthe way of faluation: And Yee - 
Chriſt being intertainedofthe Samaritanes &'intrefted to tary a- a 
- mongthem mary woe may beltene,8e be turned tothe faith. This *'& 
out of all queſtion betteragrees withthe mind& coiifell af God, 
then the meaſurethatmany times: is: offcred to his miniſters. 
God is netſobadamaiſter, asto/looke his feruants ſhould at-- 
tend him without wages:narſo ill. an husband;as tahaue any to. 
; P 3: labour 
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Ifbour in his vineyard, and/not yeeld himhis peny. / Hee hath 
otherwiſe prouided for them, ifmenby cruelty'or 'craft bereaue 

or defraud thetn nor thereof. Letthat be yeelded them, and then 
if they imploy not their funon and performe not their duetie 

vitn all diligence, [etthem beare the blame forcuer,be cenſured 
at the worſt,ahd condemned.yecaand puniſhedas id{ers and loy- 

rerers doedefirne, Mt ag HITTING TTY s Foal 
4 Fourthly, this ſoliberall a portion hath Godallowed to:the 

minti{ter, tothe end he ſhould be as a patterne vnto cuery good: 

xorke. 1.71m.4.12.ſ0 ſpecially a maintainer of that commenda- 
| le worke wherby Se haze receined angelrzmo their houſes vnas. 
- ops. mn es wares, Heb.13-1.1 meane Foſpitalitie which oaandevrwires Fer | 
oral. Egentis | preg | : ap any CETEE Tg 
mentem doe. preſly required at his hands, r. Tim:3.2)It he hanenotſohberall 
ri:x Sermo and plentifull a maintainance as may ſaftice,not onely:to/his 
, n-npenerat,li ye private and domeſticall necetſaries; but alſo'in- ſome 
- rotor ©* good meaſure redound and exceed to the ſupply of the: want 
macus miſeri. Of others. Neither doc I thinke but that this was one ſpecialt 
cordiz non caulcthat induced the Chriſtianworld, in auncient timesto al- 
canmendats+ [ot to the miniſtery, notonely thatwhich God' required, viz 
his tithes and offerings, but beſides and withall, to the end they: 

might haue wherewithto keep houſe commodiouſly;fuch lands 

 & other emoluments as at this 'day-inmmany places(God be prat- 

ſcd) it yet enioyeth,andiin many moe we may ' perceiueionce it 

had. And(to ſpeake my conlcience (incerely inthis matter)Ivc- 

rily think, thatone maine cauſe, why God permitted ſuchſpoile 
to be made of Churchlyuings(asat this day we ſee ther hathbin}. 

was, becauſethe Clergy forgetting to'whatiendſo ample! main+ 
tainance was/af{dted them,did for-the- moſt pant, either-coucs 

rouſlic conuertirtotheenriching of theraſelues; their kindred 

andallies:or ryotouſly diſſipate it in vncleannefle;pride;& other 
excelies.And Tdoe feare that ſome like finnes remaining inour 
Cleargyatthisday,isnoſinall.cauſe; why God inhis indgement 

againſt vs ſufferstthe:Churchvto continue withoat reſtitution; 

that {0 they mightbe preſſed withwane 8&needamogtheſtiues; 

that are carclelſeto caſe 8&ſucecor thewirs &difireiſesof others; 

- 5 Farther,we-may coniecure;thatſogreat 'aportion'Godal- 

totted to his miniſters for their maintainance;partly;thatſorthey 

. mizit haneaherewith likewiſe toſuſtaine in good ſort their fa- 
mily;eheie viees;children and othersnecetharily dependingvp+ _ 


y 


n 
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ypon them. For it wasneuerthe rhindaf God, That his prieſts & 
miniſters ſhould remaine(asthe papiſts dicame) altogether vn- 
maricd & inlingle lite,as may euidentlyenough-appeare by his 
calling of Aaron a maried mavnto the high-pricfthood:& of the 
wholTribe of Lexito hisſcraicein the tabernacle,which without 
mariage would within one age haue bin extintzby Chriſt his 
cholingſuchto be his Apoſtles as were for themoſt part maricd 
me:& by S.Pant deſcriptis ofaBiſhop & miniſter ot the church, 
1.7:;1.3.wher he makes: mentio-both of his wife & childre;ſhew- 
ing thereby, that that degree being honorable in all, Heb. 13.4. was 
notonly tollcrable(which the papiſtsdeny)butalſo as lawfull-8 
commendable inhimasinany other:Now inteding they.ſhould 
be maried men, as weli azany other profeſſion of people,& for- - 
bidding theto intermedle jn world[yaffaires; it mult follow ne- 
ccllarily,that he intended that their'wiues-and families ſhould 
be (uftained by the fame:meancs by which themſelues l:ued, and. 
that the.fame ſhould beſuch & ſo greatagmight, if occaſion ſer- 
ucd, fuiticethcrto:Qur prop are-{ufficietly perfivaded(t think) 
concerning, the'lawfullnetfe of magiage'in miniſters, as well 
as in'others:(and of what mindeand indgementforthat matter 
the ancient & beft Chriſtians-weregtheiveryltuings chemſciues 
ancictly allotted to the miniſters ofthe Church ih every pariſh, 
docuidently argue: whereas ifthey-hadbinof che Papiſts mind; 
fome blindcclls; finall-doemitorics &:{tipendarypaies- had hin 
fitter for them.) but they beenot alike perfivaded; tharit is:their 
ductic to giuc them ſuch maintainance ias'may ſutfice,whether 
they. be maricd or vamaricd;No;theythinke they haue notably: 
weldifcharged themlſelues-in this point,if they allowthem fuct 
a (paring portion,aswill ſomewhat tofferablykeepa fingle'wan.. 
Neither hath this crrour done 3 little harme in aut Church. Bur 
I ſtand ypon it;that God hath allowed them,and would thatmen 
ſhould allotthemſuch afufficient part as may fufhice themalt >. 
their life long,wherther they:heimaried orvamaried, _Which of 
them (not minifters) betakes-himſelfetoanycourle of life, but 
lookes:fo to getby it,thathe'may have wherewith to maititaine 
himſclfe and a family alfo?And whatreaſon isitthat a miniſter 
ſhould not expe&tfor,and receiaethelikein his profeiſion ? Isir: . 
not their Yirimmrn Refuoium?the place of their relt?& That wher- 
vato when they:haue once putthcir hands, they may notlooke 
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backc?Ifthen it _— IM pRres faek ga: 06 contentati- 
00 and ſufficiencietoliuevpon,, though:they haue familyand 
charge,bctter diſclaimed thenaccepted,and left Artic thenn ro. 
pented of afterward, TITRE 
6 N:ither is 1t probable;that God had no wied4 t0a eto 
imporencie;to ſicknelle,&c.In rc ſpect whereof, bocauſerheyar ; 
ſuchasare incident to-men of this calling, as wellas of iotherza. 
doubtitis, and euer was the: Lords will , that they ſhouldbeſo 
prouided for, that they mighthane wherewith to lute; nethem | 
{clues,ifany ſuch thing ſhould befall them. 5 tht ng, 
. This may ſufficiently appeare vnto:; vs: by; that arch W,. 
Num. 4.47.6 8.:4whercby he ordained thatthe Levits after 50, 
yearcs ſhould be diſcharged of that part' of their.office: which 
was hardand laboriaus, _ which they -had-in the prime: and 
{trcngth of their life ſuſteined; & it ſhould ſuffice that they: were | 
-preſent at the bulinellezto alliſtand querſcethe: reſt, Fromwhic » 
. wemay gather cuidently; that God w ; Lhouldbe 
hadoftmen in-his miniſteric,' accotding) hd: dats ther 
accidents ſhould requirez andnot they bee caltoff,and: I .po- 4 
nilcſe and comfortlefſe whentheir [abode files; verifying an - 
themalſorheolde proucrbe, A young. pry Sas in 226 beggars 
as if their continual and many labours,and theſpendingof thew 
chiefe (trength &heftrime, deſeracd rofurherconfpeuſaion, Fe 
nor ether reward;then forthe preſent, and: migtit n6t;purchaſe 
themanything for the time to come. To the-ike purpoſe may @ | 
the examplevf S. Paw,recciuing reliefeand maintainance from» 
the Philippians longafterthat he had preached:amongthemybe_* 
very well applycd : neither did theyimare, or other; then. their 
ductic ivas: which the Apoſtle noteth, where: he'farcth Ter:have 
done well,thatyee did communicate to mineaflitigns Jnhva'r) ; 
he,iwrecciuingit,preſume farther then was 'fitiand lawful: hee, 
/ſhonld, - Forthey. being Rill daily.bertcred and benefiredby ' 
formerlabours which like good:{(eede; continued grouth: after 
{cedtime;heimight, if neva famdagriled asthen iedidywith | 
' » goortreafonand coriſcience Teacive/ Tome ;reward andirecoms. 
Phitc 7.v. pevicot hislabours patled;thefroitwhereof remained ſtill; and. 
13.519. a the whuchthey ded owe wats him exen.their awne ſelues; 1f/ſuch, 
- proviſion benot had (as in many phces it is; not)for ourming, 
{ter s, thctr:cale andcilate eeanmaings bee miſtrable.: For wik 1 


_ "rg 
ſhall they do, ifbyre _ ail cio bait gthem,they 
needea Coadintourt. they neede apr Extraordinary  {uccour? 
having but as it were from hand'to niouth; What? nar? Shall they | 
longer then they beableperſonalhe'to perfarme their dutics, be 
behoulding to the'almes-houſe ? Nature _ taught the Em» 
mettoxgather cornein harueſt wherewith to ſupply gt in * 
winter:and r« and 1 both doc Hi ec mento pr ; 
aforc-hand.Butif' hep ofal other,which ſhould en dapd menmers M 
follow reafon &rcligion;and be carctull to be helpefull ill;bue | 
at no timechargcable toothers,beheldſoſhort, andfed ſolpa- 
ringly that their very harueſk is; but as the gleaning of grapes | 
aftcr vintage,and theirmoſt income, but-as the. gathcring/of 
cares behind the reapeesg what mul their Aunt Wine 
bee, b cruc'oug 
time 
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hath alwaics hevedhimleſess roll | ny 

beaniet in hisminifterjcainJtad, >" 70-0 
Thusit may app a chathere be many; ac theſe ve 

and weightie cauſcs, whyGodwo id hivminiſters ſhould 

a liberall allowance;andthoughrir good ro all hocurtagchom 


fo ent andere; i lUNE yerthe tithes & 
ſceme to be. Ifmenwill ke qa raa) pe robec wiſcr then God, 


< this timc has, omar roy rm bor yeryin Lower. ds 
ſelfe ET terms) in oppugning & waſting choking 4. Ecel. lib. 
dome of Chriſt, he could not — it anic waie more direfthe then I. cap. 25+ 
this,viz, By driaing & bringing the miniſters of the Church to fach Nu ide 101749, 
ſtraights & difficulties, that Lanny tne eſſarie &- convenient main- ,, 

fenance for. Eatery of neceſritie rithetigine oner the ,, 

munſterie quite, (: ery parent of life wherein the 

may be abl: to line; or elſe denoide of all conrage and comforte in th 

office and miniſterie, with Sighes and ſorrow —_— their funttion, by, - 


occaſion ,, 
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occaſion whereof others alſo might be diſcourage 4 from applying thei 
- puindes to the fadie of Dininitie, & not be deſirous to'bute pouertie 
-ſa.dcare,” Itwas the only plotteand peſtilent courſe! that Julian 
that Aroſtargand viter enimy of.our faith could deuiſe toroog 
- out Chriſtianine withall. He thoughtit notbelt by vielenceg 
| - crucltic, as his predecetiours had doone,tooppretic andicuteff 
EB. tripart. the Chriſtians; but taking from the Clcargic rhcir.prefcrments 
bb. 6. Cap.” priucedleges, ftipends &liuings,and 'cxafting ofihem fuch {ti 
L.&- 23. © ;pendsas. eforethey Werc wont t0 rccciue, remooutng-allo vt 
of thcir places the chicte& beſt of the miniſters;he reſolued,that 
by fuch meancs Chriſtians wanting fuchas might rightly teach 
-and inſtruc chem in faith and religion: in time, by-degrees, the 
_religionwould:of jt{clfe decay; and theyforget their, awnepro- 
fefſion- And no doubt this is cucn a _Stratageme' of the Diudll 
:himicife; now hee can no longer aperro marte impugne the Gol: 
pell; thus by keeping downe,dilabling and difcouraging thei. 
niſterstheraf ws.» need andpenury cfteAed/ by Sacriledge, 
.  *Simonie; beggerly {tipends and otherfltke indiret- meanes, to 
- chinderthe proceedingand proſperitic of the Goſpell at this day 
' "among vs:and fll vp the Churehwith ol number zomine; 20810, 
-miniſtcrs lcarnedandable, rathcrin namethen indeed. + | 
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"Comteineth anſweres to diners obieflions. as, T, onching the unworthines 
+ ofthe mins 


fer. The greatner of the Tenth. The wealth of the mi« 
nifter. Cuftome. Perſonal Tithes. The Stature of Ann;2. Ed.6.de 
Decimis. Why it were to be wiſhed that for a perpetuall compeſ* | 

Ton about perſonall tithes , the cuſtome of the Citic of London, 

* ebexe axy other gnight the whole land through be put inpratliſe, " 


BE NOT DECEIVED:+- GOD'S 
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Itherto haucl continucd (as thou ſceſt beneuolent Reader) , 


A4the cxpearion ofthe former verlc, becing. the firſt gener 
| partofthe whole parcell of ſcripture which 1 | —— 
hang,whercin hath becene ſhewed ſomewhatat large, the hearers. 
dutic toward his tcacher;touching his: mainteriance...Now.in 
order follow,asthe ſeconde'generall partofthe text, thewords 
propoſed.In handling whereot Lam-tavndertakethe. anſwering 
of ſuch,or aticaſt lomeſuchobiciss,asarc ormay.be preteded 
againſtchat Thauc formerly deiivered. wherovnto-our; Apoſtle 
doth giue mee apt occaliqnin thewordes that now-I am-come 
vnto, which {as1 notedathrit ) are a Corvination warning.cucry. 
one to take heed that inthis matter-(wherein. to bee deceiued it 
is very calic, for that men too notcalily.belecue. thoſe things 
that ſecme to lound againſt their worldly , profit) he beenot de= 
cciued, neither by others, nor by. his owne vaine pretenſes. And 
why? for God ss not mocked. Andit ſoundcth as ithee ſhould ſay 
thus. I know well ynough what:ſhifts and dewiſes, what excuſes 
and pretenſes many doo and will make-to.cleake and excuſe 
withall their ingratitude to Gods and illiberalitic to his mint» 
ſters, but let men take heed how by frivolous and vaine. pre- 
tenſes, they blind their owne-and other:menseycs.. For God 
neither can,'nor is, nor willbe mocked. Hee ſcarcheth the very 
hearts andrcines &ſceth nhotonly what men doo and knoweth 
to the vttermoſt their abilitics:what they are-able. and. ought to 
doo: but obſeructh. likewiſe with what-minde.cithes willing or 
vnwilling, with what affection either of zcale.or contempt to 
the Gofpel,of louc or negle& tothe miniſters thereof,men doo 
cary themſclues in this caſe, And:therefore-let men looke. to 
this matter jn better ſorte ,, and make more. conſciznee thereof 
then many doo,knowing & c6/idering well,they haue herein to 
doo, notonly with men, butalſo with God himſclfe, wha both 
dooth and will, as ſurcly.as ſcuerely hy Ce wrongs & opr 
probries that are offered and doone vnto himlelfe: and his ſer> 
uants:in this behalfe. This isthe fomeand generall ſence ofthe 
words, the branches whereof are two; an Admonition, Bee vat 
not deceined, and a reaſon, (ed is nat mocked. of which. I all 
ſpcake ſomewhat more, firſt in generallz+then-in ſpecial max 
NET, : : 1 . "5 | +S 620 3-7 : 
3. By this Epiphonema, BE NOT DEGEIVED, te Apaitlc 
Opens $2 i 
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Fs. he Nuintenanceof the Minifterie, 


takes awaye all cxcuſe fornot maintaining the miniſters of the 
word; & ſhewes, that ifany cxculc be made, though inthe iudg: 
ment of the world ofttimes it{ceme iuſt, yet before God it is vn+ 
iuſt, & hath no place. Many are wotto wi nde out this way &that, 
One pretedsthathe mnſt maintaine his famlic: another denies 
Ratlychathee hath whereof tagiue or lay out: ſome beeing ca. 
releiſe thinke that others. doo.giue enough, fo as they. need not. | 
togine likewiſe, I have gotnothing this yeare faith one, and | 
fithanother, I haue loſt very much. This man pretends the 
hardnes ofthetime, the dearthof vittailes, &c. that man con- 
plaines ofthe many payments and grecuances that dailyarcim- 
PI whatnot? Some cric out againſt the miniſters, They 
couctous and haue neuer enough. And there bee that ſay if 
that which we,of our good wills,giue them,wiil not cantentthe 
they may worke & labour for more as we doo, Haue they not 
this & that, &c. And indeed who can reckon vpall the idle and 
vaine pretenſes wherewizth men daocloake their ſinnewhereby 
it comesto palle rhatoftentimes the miniſter is left: deſtiture, & 
God prouoked againſt the people. * Butfaith our Apoſtle, Benat | 
deceixed, The mattcr is not focalily & Nightly anfwered. Euery | 
word, that is thus headlongly ſhot out, is notby and by analle- 
gation ſufficient. Theſe be butvaine ſhifts,6&&wil litle prevaile at 
tength. yet whoalmoſt hath not ſich in his mouch?& thinketh 
notthathe hath _ enough,& ſpoken very much' tothe pe 
poſe when he hath made ſome ſuch proteſtation? For,lo willing 
arc men to beſoothed inthis ſinne & o aptthrough their owne 
Is afkcftions to-be decoiued in this matter, That the 
ighteſtreaſon, the vaineſt pretenſe, & ſimpleſt argument that 
can bee, ixvnto.many good cnough, And cauſe all ſufficient to 
confirme them in their ſparing and illiberall hamone : buecke: 
ſtrongeltrcafon, the plaineſt proofes; the anthoritic of ſcriptu- 
xcs,the iudgement of tathers, decrees of councells, determina- 
tion of Laweg,confent & practiſe of all times,arc all too-weake,& 
without force todraw them forward & induce them to performe 
this dutic lincerely, & as they ought. And what 1s this, but will- 
fully tobe blinde?purpoſely to abide in crrour? and as it were for 
the nonce caſting a milt before their owne cies, to ſuffer then- 
{clucs to bee decertucd ? 
2. The rcafon, Gad 5s not wocked. that is, firſt it is ge 
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| - The cMaiitenancrgſthe Minifterie, 119 Chap. 7. 

ecr of greater moment then you take it. You hauc hereinto doc 
with God as well as with men . and yet cannot. wrong the one, 
but you ſhall offend the other. Shew not your felucs therefore to 
be as the varighteous indge in the Golpel,that neither feared God, 
ror cared for man. He that accounts it tobe nothing to him,whe- 
ther the miniſter be condignly maintained or notzdoth ſirike or 
fwimmec;, is farredeceiucd. Such vaine and idle pretenſes, ſuch 
carelcſacilc and deniall of ductic is none other thena very moc- 
king of God himſclfc,and a kind of ſcorning andderiſion of his 
molt excelletmaicſtic & glorious nameyYhich al the world ſhould 
feare. Which to be no ſmall ſinne, the words of the firſt Pla). 
alonc, may ſufficiently teach vs, where the ſeornfull are placed 
in the third, thatis, the higheſt degree of wickednelle, whereto 
well accordethaſaying that S. Hierow hath as he is cited. Decres.. 
ea*;.16..9.4 wherein a'luding,as itwcre ta the phraſe of the A- 
pots T1 Tr 12.declaring the deſperate cafe of ſuch as bee in 

crclie,he faith IT is growne to that hcight of of linne, 


that he will not conttibute and giue as he ought, condigne main- 
eainance and inteftainement vnto_ them that be Apoſtolike 
men,and Preachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt,he doth cuen(as one 
that hath made himfelfe vnworthy of the Gofpel) condemne 
himflfe. 14 $y 
Sccondly, God #: »ot mocked: thatis,he is ſuch a one as cannot 
thorough ignorance in himfclfec or ſhifts in others be deluded: 
men may be moktwith andbeguiled becauſe they be ignorant, 
and knownot the ſtatc of cucry thing,and of cucry perton, God 
not ſo: men may pretend vnto menpoucrty,lolſes,charges,and 
what not 2and ſo blind the eies of men at theirplcaſure: But God 
5 10t mocked, He (ccth and indgeth rightcouſly:men may tell 
the miniſter that his due is but this and that; and proteſt that 
what they offer, is more then their abilitic,then their duc,&c.but 
there is a God which knoweth who fpeaketh truely and who not, 
who diffembfcth and who deateth vprightly, vnto whom, if we | 
muli(as our Saviour teacheth, Math.t2)Gize an account of cucry 
le word &vaine ſpeech that ſcapeth our lips, how much more 
for ſuch words and protcſtations wherebyany in a matter of fuch 


moment,doc goc about purpoſcly tadelude and deceiuethe mi- 
niſtcr of God. 
Whercofto aduertiſc people the better to ——_—— 


q8 


is The Maintmnanceof the Winifterie. 


Naw loe Thane broght the firſt fruits of the lana whichthou O Lord haſt 
ginenme,& 1 haze brourht the hallowed thing out of mine houſe, wg 
hane viuent to the Leuun,&c.T bane not eaten thereof in my mourning; 
nor [nifered on ght to periſh through wncleanes nor gixe ought thereoffor 
the dead: that is, I haue not conuerted it to any prophane & vn 
lawful vic, nor kept it back & any way defrauded the Levit thets 
of : but hawe harkened unto the voice of the Lord my God. Thane done 
(viz.in this point touchingthe truc paimet of hallowed things} 
after allthat thou haft commaunded me, Looke downe therefore from 
thine holy habitation,euen from heauen,and bleſſe thy people. cas you. 
may rcad morcatlarge inthe place it ſelfe, Dexr.26, Aſolemni 
kind of proteſtation litle lefſc in'eftet then anoath,whereby the 
party did teſtific his vprightncile in that behalfc, orotherwile 
made himſclfc culpable-of notorious abuſe of the ſatred:name_ 
of God,which he had called to witnes.Secondly,that the church 
of Godof old did ordaine & accuſtome;thae people,for paiment 
oftheir offeriags,theirperſonall{or priuy) tithes,and ther like, 
ſhouldcome intorhe Church, & there rckon withthe miniſters 
there tender& pay him his right,& there offer vpinto his hands 
asvnto God-himlclfe,thar which is holy tothe Lord;es+ ſeperated for 
Gods parte; which might be-no {mall motiue to areuerent &re-" 
ligious carcinthis behalfc,if people would confider;thatthe mi- 
niſter is there in Gods ſteed;&receiues what is appointed in the 
honor & name of God: that they themſclues doe ſtarid thereas 
it were inthe very eye and ſpeciall preſence of God: who is the 
ſearcher ofthe very heart and reynes :. and That - therefore'it 
behoues themtodealc yprightly and ſincerely;to ſpeake 'trucly 
& vafainedly, as they that doc know and remember; that they . 
haucthen &theretodo not with man oncly, but with God like- 
wifc,& therefore do abhorre, yca & tremble to vtteran vntruth, 
and ſpeake alic,forſauing a little of their worldly g00ds. "i 5: 
3 Andthereforc, in ſuchcaſcs,let men take heed; For y, God # 
nor as0cRea: a8 hc cannot (thorough ignorance) be-deluded;fohr 
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Fbe- amftenaxre of the Minifterie, ' 119 Cheers. 8. 
will not be mocked with:men may be mockt with,becauſe they 
be notable manytimes,to right themſclues, and reucngeorre- 
dretſe {uch wrongs. as are offcredand donetothem.& therefore - 
muſt with Patience perforce put them'vp: but with God it is not 
fo. Heb.10. 'Itisafcarctull thing tofall into the hands of the li- 
ving God,for oxr God is a conſuming fire. Heb. 12. he being aiudge 

. molt tult and vpright,both can and will-renenge himſelfe of all | 
ſuch,as by their mockerics and fhiftings” doc abuſe and wrong 
him and his feruants. For © 

Firlt.in regard'of his miniſters he hath told vs., He that de- 
ſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me: as on'the other ſide. He that receiueth 
you , recciueth-me.Andwe arc not ignorantwhatGod {aid once 
to Samuel, v.Sam.8.7.T hey haue not caſt thee away,but mee haue they 
caſt away : nor of the ſenrence'of Moſer tohis people, Exod. 16, 
Jour murnguriugs are not againſt vr ( Aaron and my felte, Gods mi- 
pilters & ſeruants)Sa@ againſt the Lord, And we may be atfurcd,ſc- 
ing that Cheiſt dothaccountiwhatſocuer is:Jone or giventothe 
.-poore &ncedy;his/ little ones;,to. be donewnto himfelte, Afarh. 
25:40,45; much more doth-he, and will he fo reckon of that 
which is. done to.thoſe thatare'neercr-vnto him by their oftice, 
anddoe asit were repreſenthis owne perſon; his'metlengers and 
ſpccial ſcruants. Weread of Daxidz2*Sam;roi4 when his meilcn- 
gers that he bad entim kindnetſervnto- Horn King of the chil- 
.dren of Amzmor were vnkindly hatidlediand fent backe with ,, 
ſhame and diſcredit;tharbeatds:clipt;and' their coates cutoff ,, 
at the waſt, &c. how-gricuouſhyand offenſively he tooke it;and ,, 
how wrathtfutlyand extreamely he did \irevenge/it. Let vsinot ,, 
thinke but that God doth tender as muctiaseuer:Daxid did,the ,, 
"cauſe of his feruants :andifthcir beards be clipr, avid their coatrs ,, 
ent ſbort,] mcanc, their-liuings gelded, and their maintcinance , 
taken from them : if thiey/be' made to-cate the ſhells and-take ? 
 'theſtraw,when: other havethe keanells'and the corne »he both ” 
can and: will-in-due time' reucngeit!'! He hath re (tified, rhat ? 
itſhall be -cafier at the .day* of 1udgement' for then of Sodome ?” 
and-Gomorhs then for: fuchaswill-not recciue his metlengers, 
whom he hath:-commanded, departing to ſhake off againſt fuch 
.theveryduſt ofthcir feere for atcſtimonic.Wherof? of their ex- 
trearne ingratitudeand contemptof Godand his worde and of 
Gods: wal and indignationagainftfuch contemners. 
| | Secondly; 
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120 T he e Maintenance of the Miniflerie.” | 
Secondly concerning himſclfe,fearctull and notable events 
chis purpoſe is the example of Ananiasand Sapphiratus wife, 48, 
5.who making a ſhew to. lay downe at the Apoſtlesfeetethe 
full price of their land, when indeed they kept backe a great part 
thercof;arc by Saint Perer reprooucd in this fort. hy hath $4. 
than filled thine heart, that thor ſhouldeſt lie unto the boly Ghoſt? and” 
Thon haſt not hied-vato mengbnt unto God, and againezverle g. Why 
haze yee agreed tagether to temp! the ſpirit of the Lrdtandthereupon 
by and by for a perpetuall monument of his indignation _ 
ſuch linnes are [initten (borreſcoreferens,] cuen tremble tofcll it) 
both of them,with ſfuddaine and terrible death: with whomyin 
finne how neerely doc they concurre- that keepe away that, 
which for many ages paſt, is-conſecratcd to God and his 
Church, by the lawes of cquitie,of God, of the Church, and'of 
our land:and therefore is not now in their owne power, and can. 
not without-great and apparant ſinne be now conuerted, orra- 
ther perucrecd to.any prophaneand common viec,and to couer 
their ſhame and linne withall , come- into: the. Churchgand pre- 
ſence of the eternal God,and there proteft to their miniſter, thit 
they haue nothing to pay : that they awe him of rightbut this 
ad that : thatthey doc not,nor wilt notdecciuc him of a peny, 
&C. but'God is ot mocked. Corn RE BEITY Y 3 eNGTL HLINMGE 
Hithertoof theſe words in generallitearmes, which being 
briefly thusrun ouer, I will now more; largely touch alſo cer-"! | 
taine ſpeciall obieRions particularly. Them for-orders ſake (be- 
ing many) I will fort into 4. ranks, as ynto certaine heads,whet= | 
untoall ſuch may bercfcrred; and they arc theſe, Perſonal, Gene» 
rall, Localand Special. + 134d Said 
Perſonal [term ſuch obieions as may be pretended againll 
the perſons themſclues that ſhould receiue ſuch maintainrnce, 
Againit whom their vaworthynetlſe ſometimes-is obieRted. 
And that is twofolde, cither in life, if they be ſuch as_ be notof 
Good conuerſation , but giuen to ſome or other \notorious 
vices : or for leorning, if they bee ſuch as can not preath 
- all, or not fo learnedly and excellently as ſome othets 
| Towhich one aunſwvere may ſeruc, viz; That :notwithſtat- 
ding any ſuch defeRts , yet the maintenance;;:the ordinatY 
ma:necrance of the miniſter (for ofthatdo 1 ſpeake alcogethe!) 
oug 
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The CMantenenceof the MinifIenes. r2r Chap. 4 
ought to be in fuch ſort ſetledvnto him,that it may.not be lawful, 
not calily poſſible for any gk apenr perſonall ynworthines 
to withdraw it, or anie part thereof, Pevple muſtknow, itis not 
lawfull to requite onewrong withanother : nor fit that they bee <« 
at libcrtic ro withdraw their pay from anie vppon ſuppoſed vnwor- cc 
thineſſe,leaſt they take libertic ts pretendvnworthines where there <« 
is none,and vnder colour of fauſt in ſome, offer iniurieroall, and « 
abuſe vponlight occaltonscuen the beſt, They muſt yeeldethe 
miniſter his due howefocuer, If hee be'ſuch a one as deſerues it 
not, the fauſt becing not theirs, buthis;hee muſt anſwere forhis... 
faults other waies, No reaſoncuery man be his owne judge iti his | 
owne caule, leaſt malice orauarice become partics. What is pu- 
niſhable or reformeable, miſt bercferred toſuperiours on earth, 
or to God-irrheauen, 97 


God neuer permitted anie ich libertic to his owne 22/208 
Whatlocuer the Prieſtsor Leaiteswere 1ntheir deſert, yerthe peo» 
ple without any exception arecomanded to'bring-in their tithes 
and oblatiens. The Prie(tsarereprooucd by the/Prophets, and 
termed Dumb aogs,Deceiness,Sleepie watchmen, cc. but the people, .. 
arc notaduiſedand taught bytheprophets, therefore to withholde 


from them their appointed &legall maintenance,neuer wasthere 
on corruptionamong them, 'neuer more wickednelle andall 
inde of vaworthines then inour Saviours time: yethe ſendeth 
the leper cleanſed to the pricſt,& bids him offer as was appointed. 
And ſitting ouer the treaſuric, and there ey how men caſt 
in their gifts, commendeth the poore widows for her riche mite, 
and approoucth the fact of all, calling it the Offerings, not of the 
Prieſts,but of God, Lak.21.4. Itisallo forcfended by ancient lawes 
& ordinances of our Church &land. Among which one isnota- 
ble, made in thetime of King Hen. the'$. 4n.Dom.1538.the words 
whercof are theſe. Foraſ-much as. by lawes eſtabliſhed,cuery man 
is bound to pay his tithes , No man ſhall by colour of duety omitted by 
their miniSbe#s;Aeteine his tithes,or be his'owne Tadge, but ſhall truly pay 
the ſaree as hath bene accuftomed without any reftramte or Diminution- 
andſuch lack or defaltas they find in their Paſtours and Curates, 
to call forreformation thereof at the Ordinaries or other ſuperi- 
ors hatids;/ To this effe we reatalſoin the Decreesib. z.cap.20. 
De dee 7 ud mobi, Nonnulls vitam clericoris tanquam abhomuatilem 
ecteRtanter; Decimas ys ob hoc ſubtrahere 2p verentar, Vernms fi. ey 
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122 _ The Maintnanceof the Miniſlerie. 
that is, manic deteſting rhe life of Cleargie men as abhominable, 
feare not for that cauſe to withdrawe from them their Tithes , But 
if ſuch partics had due rc{pe& vnto God, from;whome all their 
goods do come, they would not offer todiminith the right of the 
| Church;nor preſume ro ce:cinetheir Tithes. And a little after, 
Sccing that God (whole is the carth,and the plentie thereof, the 
whole worlde andall that dwell therein, ) oughtnot to bee of 
worſe condition thei a temporall Lord, ' that lets outhis landty 
others; It ſcemeth truely roo vncquall,. it Tithes.which Godin 
taken of his vniuerlall Soucraigntic hath commaunge1 to bee 
payed vntohimſelte , affirmmp Twhes tobee bus, vppon occafiof 
premiſed : or rather by purpoſed fraude ſhould bee diminiſhed, 
Andagaine; Whereas no man may giuc away thatwhieh, is ano- 
thers , without the good will and conſent of the ownes.}.-Breaule 
therforewe wil not utter, that the right. of Churches and church- 
men vponany preſumption bee diminithed, we-commaund you, 
That you doe compel] all ſuchas either /in-reſpe& of their per- 
fonsor of their potleflions oughtto pay tithes{ perforallorpre- 
diall) to the Churches and cleargie-men. of your Diocetle;to pay 
them to the vttermolt. I will adde to theſe a notable laying of a 
later writer, thats, of R. Gualter Tip.in his Homilies vpon S:A44 
thew. Homil.269, They obic(faith hee) that manie doe filthily-a- 
bule Tithes, and thereforethey are: ynwoorthie-to hate them. 
« Butthis is a baldexcuſc, For of ſuchabulcs-, they ſhall yeeldean 
« account to God,which doe-commit ſuchthings,votwhopaye'the 
« Tithes. And what reaſon willexcuſe him that with-holdes from 
«the needy his necelfaric Liuing , {caft happely kee abuſert-to furfet-. 
__ tinganddrunkenncs? ltisthe parte of ,cucrie Chriftian may to 
payetocuery man that which is his due, and not ro goe.abgutto- 
excuſe his owne iniquitic hy anothers fault : hitherto hee. Thus 
it appearcth, neither the law of God, nor of, the Church ,noryet 
anic ©quitie, doe permitanievpon a conccitof the miniſtersvn- 
worihinesany way towith-holde from him his. due: but thatthey 
arc bound to pay it tohim,as hee is their miniſter, and notas he. 
is ſo or foworthie aminiſter. © The principall reaſ6nwhy, ex 
prelledalfo in ſome of the former allegations isworthy to ben0+ 


= » a bee th 
OE EI PINEe 


4 
- - 
: 
F 
7 
& 
; 
: ” 
- C 
: s 
. L 
: # 
: 5 _-* 
: ? 
4 
- 1 
2 m 
Pl 1 ff 
: : þ 
$ sf 
: ; 
£ : 
= 
f +4 þ. 
F wt 3 : 
Xs : ” 
'S : : 
£ x 
$ 
F x £7 
$11 
f : : Y 
L . 
Ei: +2 
; Br 
I ” 
2 | 
; 4 
= 
_ 
8s 
\ s | 4 
RS 
; j 
> bo: 
3 
$ 
by . » 
F . 
LO 


{©} 

by 5 $* : 

* d# 
+ $- , 

4 'S 
$5 : . 
: 

4:$1f 7 


mY Spe © hrs. 


SI 


ted,and thatis, Becauſe the miniſters maintenance is not proper> 


hat it 4 
vt ST _ 
en 


7 he Maialtnance of the. iniflerit. 123 Chap. $. 
The Tithes arc Gods, as hathbene before ſhewed. Ifhethere- _ 
forc benotworthy of them?" yet:Godto whomthey.arc princi 
pally duc, is not vaworthie,-:| And thereforeas it cannot be buta 
greavfault to withholderent from aLand4ord;or denic tribute to 
a Prince , forthe perſons ſake that is his recciuerz fo itcannot 
but beean open inne to denie to: God his right, for hisſake into 
whoſc hand itisto bepaid. | $9 3 
I hauc inſiſted vpon this point alittle the more, becauſe how- 
{ocucr it bec athingvnlawfull, yet itis too viuall with vs, in calc 
of pcrlonall tithes, Fa | Hr: {{187 
There are not a fewe whichabuling the weakenefle of the Sta» 
cute that ſhould reſtraine them, doe take what libertic they luſt 
vponany occalion to wrongthe miniſter. . Which beingaiprac-. 
tile ſ@ apparantly contraric, not oncly to reaſon and <quitic , but 
alſo to theword of God and all good pradtize, Itriſt,asathing 
not tollerable in a Chriſtian-common-wealth;(among them that | 
carry any zcale tothe-Goſpel,orloucta them thatbring the glad 
tidings thereof, )ſhallnot long continue { being ſo apparantly dil- 


coucred) without duc reformation. - {11} 


. 


2, ' Genera/Obieions'] tearme'ſach as may bee made againſt 


tithes in generall, or againſtthewhole maintenance of the mini- 
{ter} as this. The Tenthis/a-pertion too great forthe. miniſter, 
anda burthen too grieuous forthe people.-:;Leile a great deale, 
as 4 20, or 40.0r but an hundreth;parte,feemeth tomanic might 
be enough, ifnottoo-much>+/ | 2 oi CAKE 

But who ſhallbceiudge in ſucha caſe, what is too-much,' or - 
or what but enough? what cucry priuate-perſon? or onely this 
prefent age? Then indeed Ye-2obz, woeto you miniſters, Your 
Raic is bad already;and daylie worſe and worſe it wilbee. There | 
will bethen no ende of oppreſſion and crucltie, of frande and de- . 
ceit, of Symonic and Sacriledge.. And why? but becauſc all you . 
haueis thought nowe a dayes of manic tobe too-much : And, - 
that though there be, inplaces too may , butlittle left , yet letle 
wereenough, But if God,if our forefathers, if all Antiquitic may 
giuc Iudgement and obtainc Audience!,, ſentence is alrcady long, 
agoc paſt on your ide, viz. That theTenth i but 4'competent par- 

Hons aud not toomuch. For Ai By: Iv ach, ng 

x.) -Firſt:,,God afligned not it: oncly,.to-his Eeuites-and 
Prieſtes, but together with it, well necre as much more in-other 

| Pe _ _ . - «things, 


"—_— — "_—_I AS. to La = , —- 
>Y WAG Hts 1 6 Af xy « wy 
GAIL YR PIP A FOE SOCK Ars AERIE oo va tr eo es: v7 AREA > fs ARS NO EAR en ts 7 erty, 4 


HAS ion hethn AP Ore <ben$ nt a ps 46 ES OO.) = "pa A cs 1s _ 4 


The Lexites 
lot. 


things. For asappeareth-in the bookes of 2ſofes. Belidexthe 
Tiches of all things ,- They had firſt 48. Citticgwith: their Subs 

burbs of a mile circuit atlcaſt,for their habitation. Nam.35. loſy, 
21. Secondly,thcirs were the firſt fruitesof all things: both anna 
all and naturall:; Zeait.23. 10.and 19. 24 Thitdly,of diucrs ſortes 
of {acrifices and offerings, cither the whole,ora great, and cuera 
certaine part was thceirs,as Exod. 29.3 2. Lemit.7.31.and 8,31.8& 16, 
14. & 24.8,9. and Nu.18. doth appcare. Fourthly,of all conſe. 
crated things,whether it were man or bealt,houle,or groud;cither 
thething it felfe without redemption, or the redemptionthereof, 
ata full and certaine value was the pric(ts. Zemer. 27. Fifthly,in ca- 
fes of reſtitution, if neither he gs a the goods belonged, nor. 
any of his kindred could be found; the goods to bee reſtored, way 
the Lords,and the pricſts had it. Num. 5.8. 6. And laſtly, The 
inheritance could neucr be diminiſhed, but (notwithftandingany 


_ file) returned ſtillin this /xbs/e, increaſed it might be by Dedica+ 


49. 
S#ozomen. 
MHiift.eccleſ. 


&6.2, c 4. 


tion. Kc, Lent. 25.30, * © h | Ps 

2. Asfor the Churchof Chri$, it hath bene generally fo farre 
from accofiting the Tenth too muchfor the miniſters of the go 
pell, That Szaſponte of her owne voluntary and free heart, ir hath 


added therevnto (- tothe ende they might honorablie and condignely 
be maintained) no ſmall nor few augmentations. Of Conftantinethe | 
great that worthie Emperour, it is recorded, That ouer & beſides.” © 
| __ Tithes of all things, which hee firſtof all, by lawes Imperiall con» | 

Ewb.devit. firmed tothe Church,to enriche it withall; - Firſt; all fach lands, 
Covſter. lib. livings, houſes, and fields, &c. as in former times had beene giuen / 
3. «4. 3:5. to the Church, and in times of perſecution taken away againe , hie 


reſtored. 2. Ofthe heather images which were of purer mactall,he 
made much money , and gauethat money vnto the Church trea> 
furics, 3. Out of the publike tributes. throughout cuery cittic, he 
dedudteda certaine portion, & alligned the fame to the Churches: 
and Cleargic of cueryplace. 4. If anic had dycd in martyrdome- 
withoutheircs,or others of their bloud, &leftany: goods behinde- 
them,he decreed,the fame being enquired our;,ſhould be brought 


 intotherreaſuric of the Church , &c. 5; Whoſe munificence &. 


ther Emperours,Kings, Qucencs,Pri nces, and ſundry othcrrich,. 
butdcuout Chriſtians, following; by ſiindric meanes, The goods 
and treafures of the Qhurch( Gith.one, ). were wonderfully avg- 
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The Mamientance ofthe Minifterie_! 725 Chap.8. 

- 3. If wecomencere hoine,(and-bythatwhich remaineth;and 
the ruines of therelt, judge of the whole,whoſowil but caſt hiscic 
vpon that vniforme,gencral,goodly, & godly courſe, whichonce 

- our land-ouen wasthroughly planted, fur the maintenance of our 

'miniſterie- here in England,ſhallhe not ſee, That our ancient pre- 
decetlours did account thetithes alone, to becuen with the leaſt ? 
And therefore be/iae thetithes, To the endethe-miniſters of God, 
the Leuites of the Onion ght hauc wheronto liuc,'as becom- 
mcth the Goſpel of leſus Chrift, they did (as it were imitatingrthe 
beſt , God I meancin his law,for the Levites lot) endow cueric (e- 
ucrall Church with ſome reafonableportion of land , called The 
Gleebe: and 2. ordained likewiſc, that eucric Chriſtian (of yeares) 
both man and woman, ſhould of his free accordat certaine times 
inthe yeare,offcr vnto- God ſomething, more or letle, according 
ascither God had bleſt him, or his deucut heart mooucd him: 3. 
vnto.which, it we adde the worthic,& thoſe not a fewe dignitics & 
prefermets without cure of ſundry name & title,a great part wher- 
of (God be praiſcd)remaineth ynto this day,what was there more 
to be defired. , whereby they might teſtifice theirzeale to religion, 
loucto lcartiing, regard'/to the miniſteric, and(the ſcope we aime 
at)That they,in the abundance of tkeir loues vnto their teachers, 
thought not the 7 ithes alone to be a reward or maintenance ſufficient 
wch leſſe too much for them? Howtherefore, commeth itto palle, 
that degencrating from the ſteps of our owne aunceſtours, from 
the examplc ofthe primitiue Chriſtians, yea,& from the patterne 
of all pertection,:God himſclfe,any ſhould account the tenth,nay 

" the temth alone , tobe two much cither for the miniſter, (or rather 
God)atthcir hands to recciuc,-orthe people to pay? AsS, Part 
faid once, ſpeaking of God, 1, Cor.10.22. What? arc wee {tronger 
then hee?fo may Ilay,YYbattare wee wiſer then bet and then all they 
which for ſo many ages paſt, (as'it were)wno ore & anime» with one 
minde and one mouthagreed, The Tenth to be but enough? Doth 
knowledge and vndcrſtanding dwellonely,with vs ? And hath 
our agealone thelucke, ' to _ Nodum in Scirpo , an oucrlight | 
that had cſcaped the eyes of Godand men before? | | 
_ 4. Laſtof all, practizeand experience doth ſhew,that the tithes 
cuen with other emolumets belides,are many times net ' 
Forſvit ofte fallethour, That cither by the ſmalnes of the place, 
or greataclle of deſert in the perſon, the ordinaric maintenance, , . 

R 3 though 
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126 Th: Maintenance ofthe Minifterlt.. \ 
 thoughycelded in the beſt and'largeſt manner,” is found manie 
times to be farre toolittle , & needeth ſupplic by other places ang 
meanes, Andtherefore that is a frivolous obie&ion , 'Thatthe * 
Tenthis toommech, which God himlelfe , theChurctiof Chriſt ge. 
nerally,the Church of England particularly,and ourdaylicexpes 
- rience affirme to be with theleaſt, It is too much in their cye 
onely, that ſincercly loue notthe Church, nor the Goſpell: that 
»dclight to ſcethe miniſters therof(to theend they might be con« 
»*temned) in Contempt rather then in honour, 'in-ſhamethen 
»in-credit : and delirc to make a prey of that which is. Gods and 
»his Churches, and to bee inciched with that whichis not their | 
OWNE, * +650 "2 
2. Oftheſame natureI take thcir Obicion to be,thatpretend 
theeſtatc of the miniſter. Hee hath no neede of theſe or thoſe 
profites ; ſay ſome. For,he hath enough belides : hisliuingwith- 
out theſe is ſufficient. A ſpeeche both wicked and abſurd. Who 
hath made them iudges aboue others what is aſufficiet lining for 
the miniſter? or given them power to pare off the ſuperfluitic- . | 
thercof? All men willacknowledge I thinke, that ic were an open 
wrong,and manifeſt finne,to refuſe to pay arentorother debtito 
a riche man,becauſc he is otherwiſe(in his conceit)rich enough, 
and able to ſpare it. AndI ſee not , but the caſe is all one, if vpont 
like pretence a man deteine ought from the miniſter; © Againez 
whatis this but to cnuy atanother mans proſperitie ? why ſhould 
anie grudge the miniſter his living for the greatneſle , more then 
he doth the greatnes of his owne chargein generall,or the wealth 
of anicof themof his charge in particular 2 It is not intheirpox 
wer to disburden him of his charge any way : &why then ſhould _ 
they preſume or attemptro abridge him of his due anic way? it. 
the place bee fo ſpatious and populous, that it may ariſc yearely. 
toanyround Summe,what is that,to anie particular perſons, who | 
areno lefſe bound to paye their due to the vttermoſt , thenif it + 
were 5.timcs Jetſe? Forthe queſtion is not, what may(in-mens {pa-. ; 
ring conccits) ſuffice ſuch or ſuch a man? but, what induety and_ 
conſcienceeuery man, or any manought to payc? in whichreſ-.. 
peAthe payment of one thing and not of another: of one perſon 
and not of anoaher ; Of one part of a pariſh, and not of another; 
ſtandes not with cquitic. Ifone part of a pariſh curmnberuy "2 


. TheMaintenanceof the Minifleries 127 Chap. 8. 
wards the maintenance of the miniſter well, andas is. fit, and an- 
othicr little or nothing :: if one bodie paye.hiswholeduety, ano- 
ther deteines the whole , God is diſhonoured, the miniſter de- 
frauded, the Church wronged. * OR ge 

That which one payes , ts no diſcharge for ancther , but for hi vſelfe. 
And as he that paycth docth but his ducty ; ſo he that payes nor, 
docth not his duety ; Neither is hee freed by that which another 
docth for himſelfe , but condemned, the one hauing indeede no 
morelibertie then the other. : Pariſhes were ſorted with incquali- 
ty at fir(t,not for caling of ſome,more then others,in maintenice 
of their miniſter , but that by ſuch incqualitic of diuifions, there 
might be fuch inequalitie of maintenance as might be fitting to 
the in<quality of the miniſters/'deſertor charge, _ 


Which godly and necetlary purpoſe theydoedircly croſle, 
who vpontheir owne priuate conceit of a ſuthcicncic of Lining 
without their paye, dacattempt to enforce, ypon the miniſtersa 
kinde of: equality/in maintenancewith others, twixt whom there 
is' NO-PAritie of deſert .or charge. tor; itn ovation , anc | 
- Neither do fee,theſtateof our miniſtery for maintenance Ran- F 


ding as now a dayesitdoth., how the miniſter himſclfecan be cx- | 
cuſed from blame and ſinne,if heevpon any occaſion or meanes, Zeb. de. 
hauing otherwiſe ſuthciently toliue vpon,doe refuſe when, a6 O Red.liby hos 
receiue of ariy,or ofall, that which is hisdue,orany.part thereof. ,y. 19. ;n 4. 
For by ſuch meanes hee ſhall cauſethole of other places to be'en- precepty”.. 
-uyed andeuill ſpoken of , that doc recerueordemaundthehke: |, .. 
and ſo hinder the courſe.of the Gofſpellamong them. Sy 
- ---2, Hee {hall maintaine Auarice if not Sacriledge in his owne UNI 
people. -- And 3, which is not lightly tobe regarded, heefſhall by _ 
ſuch meanes (as manifolde experience doth teſtife,)preiudice for Lindewood. 


the time to come, both himſelfeand his fticcefſours , oratlealt £729: EC L. 
y Angl./ib,z. 


ſowe theſceds of dillention, which will break outwhe nlocuerany © " 
ſuch omized on orglgid aca tha op arTe Re ns oe LO 
-,. . Towhich purpoſe, I'doc remember. that I haue read a cer- & Qulate » 


_ 


F 
v, 


F 


taine ancient Conltitution Eccleſtaſticall 'of thisour Church;of. 
England , wherein after due Cenſure, pronounced agaiaſt all 
ſuch as ſhall vppan anie colourdetaine the Tithes and other 
Maintenance. of the{minittcr , _ the miniſters likewiſe, are cen- 
ſured. , that ſhall, (rhe fearc of God ſet alide) for feare or fauour 


of 


af Fhe Maintenance of the Minigerie, © 
- :of men, omit eſfetInallic to demannd and ſtcke to obtaine thoſe right, 
"which vnto themſelues, and their churches of right doe apper. 
A taine, Fes : Ss yo | NS ,- 
? 3. Fromtheſcletvs cometoſome other obieQions,asto ſuch | 
as be /ocall, thatis, ſuchas concerne ſome ſpecial places more. 
then other, Ofthis kinde, Cuffome is notthe lealt, norleaſt vſu- 


all. T7 is 
| Neither doe 1 denic but that it is athing thatoughe muchts 
bee reſpeRed,and docwillingly acknowledge concerning theve- 
ric point in queſtion, viz. the miniſters maintenance, thatin our 
land and Church of England, it is one principall cauſe of much 
good and quictnes betwixt paſtour and people, while both, ruled 
by cuſtome,docreſt latiſfed withthat,which it,by courſe of time 
hath made law. And ſo long and (efarre asany cuſtome is good 
andreafonable, accordeth with trueth and equitie, doeſay of it, | 
with Saint Aug, Cum conſuetudini veritas ſufſragatar , nihil oportet | 
Aug. cont, firmins retiners,when tructh it (=[fe(and reaſon) approouctha Cl. 
Donat.lib.4. tome, nothing ought more firmely to bee reteyned.' Nony.(as 
Cap.7. faith Tertallian,) poſſunus reſpnere conſnetudinem, quan danmare non | 
Tertul. de poſſumms) For we ought not,nor cannot refuſe thatcuſtome which | 
virg.vel pag.'wee cannor condemne. 1 08 
491. Where Cuſtome is not ſuch,but is apparitly euill & wicked, be 
Ing repugnit cither toreaſon,or nature, or the word of God: &c. 
Decrer.lib, forſomuchas by the very lawesof men, a Cuſtome totheendeit , 
IZTit.4. may haue theforce ofa law,oughtto be both agrecable vitorea- | 
De Conſu. ſon, and lawfully preſcribed: we may iuſtly alledge againſt it that | 
cap.vit. ſaying ofour Sauiour to the phariſies, Merh.15.z.Why doyoutrar 
greſſe the Commandement of G1d by your tradition , or Cuſtome? and 
the lawe of Godto his people, L-art. 18.30. Keepe ye mine Ordinane | 
ces (faith God)& doe not arie of thoſeabhominable cuſtomes which halle 
benz before you, And ſay with Cypriaz, we oughtnot toattend what = 
anic before vs hath thought 'fitte to beedone, butwhat firſt of all 
Chriftwho is beforcall,, did firſt doe : neither muſt weefollowe | 
the Cuſtome cf man, but the truthe of God. F or(as the: meF# 
therſaith otherwhere ) Cuſtome without yeritie', isbutthe Al 
tiquitic ofcrrour. 12/700. OO 116 £h 12-1 
Rm...  , . Theſcthingspremilſed, Beeit nowe, that there isany wiite | 
" ">$+,fuch a Cuſtome ( asthey will call it) riſen and vſcd, that p& } 
-4+ \pRY 1! not maintainc their Miniſter , Nor give of their g006 | 


Ciprian, E- 
pift. lib.a, ep. 
2.44, Cecili. 
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to him thattcacheth them. : ſeeing this'is # cuſtome wicked 
and varcalonablegas which is directly x. againſt reaſon, which 
ſaith,that The labevrer 5x worthie of his hire, 2. againſt nature, 
which forbidgeth romorſle thanmonth of the axe rhat treadeth oxr 
the corne, 3.” againl} the word of God, which commaundeth 
himthat is taught to make his teacher parraker with him of ll 
his goods :and biddeth euery man {o to honour the Lorde with 
his ſubſtance : Therefore it ought'to: be broken, and: not ſuffe 
red arongmen, , For as it isnagoodargument toſay, it hath 
not beene cur .cultome ta {crue and worſhippe God, to ho- 
nour Chriſt , | to. haue divine fcraice, to haveany Church, 
to receiue: the Sacramentes, to-hane any Preaching, to hauc 
other thena Sermon, once inamonth; or ina quarter, with o- 
ther like z and therefore we will notnowbegin to doe it, or 
to haue any ſuch thing: ſo-itis ncither good argument, nor 
agreeable ,to good rcaſon: to ſay, it hath not beerie our cu- 
{tome , to, maintaine, our miftiffer,:to/ pay any tithes to giue 
him;any thing but! what wee 'luſt = to bee at any' ecttaintie, 
and. therefore wee will-nat now -begin any fach miareer.” For 
reaſon and tructh. (as wellfatd $. 4dupy w mult be preferred - 
before cuſtome. Andithe Truth being manifefted;cuſtorremuſt 
not be foilowed, becataſethe: Lord faidnot; 7 amrhe cuftomee; bus 
Tam the trath.: 20D {14 Towle 55438315 SUTCION 1 04110 | "FS 
Yet ſometimes cuſtome is fallcly prepentended. People 
count that to be a cultome; which is none. For in theke caſes 
properly to {peake;Cuſtorme ir an ancient and long continued manner 
of payment of any kinde of tithe-in thirorthat forte, in this or that 
guaniitie, And: therefore -huldes onely ds rams, as T may fay, 
not de toto, It prevailes I meanc,, andis juſtly rages 
queſtion is aboutthe manner howathing ſhould be paide, but 
notfor the thing/it ſelfe, [For itisa/ruled' cafe, or I/axime in 
the lawe, that: Non: eff mas de" nan decimmanide, There is no cu- 
{tomefor paying no tithes atall,orno tithe of any one thing. 
But where any. thing hath beene-payd for- the tithe of ſuch 
or ſuch a thing,thoughit be but'two penee for that which is 
worth two ſhillings, or 'but twelue pence; 'where in very deede 


+ 


tenne ſhillings werewiththe leaſt;or but thetwelfcor bfrcenth, 
or but: the thirticth or forticth- parte of the thingit cu- 
Ss | S ome 


130 The Maintenance of the Miniſlerie, 
tome carries it,be it reaſonable or not, that it ſhall ſtill be paid 
in noother forte.Otherwiſe the denial, or non-payement of any 
| kindeof tithes, is nothing elſe but a flardeniall, debarring and 
withholding of a manifeſt right, and no more makes a cv. 
fttome(howlong ſoeucrit hath been left vnpayd )-then doth z 
a tenants deniall, or detayning of his rent from his land-lord, 
proouc and caule it to bee irrecoucrable, and not due, when- 
ſocuer he liſt toclaime orlſue for it, as a thing whereof the leiſe 
is alrcady payd, the more is behinde and to come, In a word, 
Then properlic may it be called a cuſtome, when ſome cer. 
,» faintic is knowne , that the Incumbent may bee able to vn. 
»» derſtande, what is his due, what his predeceſſours haue, and 
» himfeclfc ought to recciuc, and the pariſhioners what they arets 
3” . 
V0 it were notin yaine torecite ſome of thoſe many hard 
 cuſtomes and vnreaſonable compoſitions wherewith at this 
day our miniſtery is oppretled, that being laid open to the 
clcare view of all ſh? ar might thecaſier bediſcerned, and 


the ſooner (lfthe caſe be not deſperate) mollified. But as well 
for auoyding tedioufneile as. for other cauſes, I keauethem to 


the conſideration of the godly and conſcionable reader, who 
being any thing acquainted with the ſtate of our miniſteric, 
; may of himſclfe obſerue divers ſuch; and doe oncly wiſh that 
fuchdue regard might be had thereto, that hereafter neither 
any man may haue cauſe by writing, nor. any miniſter by grie- 
uance to complaine thereof : which might eaſily be effcRed 
(if my conicure faile me not ) if one thing alone,not fore- 
_ feene at the firſt,were rightly lookt vnto now. I meanc themw* 
tabilitic anaalteration of times, oY 
Forlikely itis, that whereas for diuers things, by cuſtome 
or compo » onely thus much is now payd for the tithe 
thereof both in towne and countrie,which prooucth now tobe 
farre too little, and the Church and miniſtery to. be thereby 
greatly hindred,the reaſon why ſo ſmall a pay(according to out 
times) was heretofore cither impoſed or agreed vpon, (forl 
thinke that they were ſetled at firſt with conſent and liking of . 
both ſides) was becauſcin thoſe times it had prooued,and was 
one yeare with another, reafonable, and ſuch as was indiffereN 
| > as 


[II Maintenanceof the Uinifterie, 131 Chap. 9. 


as well for the one asthe other: and the cauſe why they are 
found to be {o farre from indifferencie, arid ſo vnreaſonablc 
for the one lide alone, in theſe daies, is oncly or chiefly the 
altcration ofthe times, by which, ground; fruites of the carth, 
cattell, houſcs, and all other things tichcable, arc growne 
to ſucha highrate & cxtreame worth, as in thole daics was not 
. imagined they could poſlibly haue riſen vnto with cantinu- 
ance. The ſpeciallrealon that maoues mee to conieure this 
to be the cauſcis, for that Iknow that in thoſe times, when 
ſuch cultomes and compoſitions tooke their beginnings (for 


melt of themſceme to be ſomewhat ancient ) not the laytic 


but the Clergic, the Church-men, were the ſtronger lide, and 
therefore (queſtionletle) would neuer yeelde butto ſuch com- 
poſition ar Cuſtome, as in their judgement and knowledge, 
or conceipt(then)ſhould not be preiudiciall to their Churches. 
Wherefore 1f this crrour of the times alone were amended, 
probable itis, that diuers cuſtomes and compolitions, which 
now miniſters(not without cauſe) complaine of and grudge at, 
might (tand without diſlike on either part, The readicit way 
toamend it, werce.to make ſuchrates and payments ſomewhat 
alterable, that ſo as pricesof things doe rife or fall to any no- 
table difference, the'rates and payments themſelues might 
from time to time, as. vpon cuery vacation of the benefice, or 


alienation of the potſciTour ; or; other like opportunitic, vary 


and alter : and not the miniſter enforced to looke,with his con- 
tinuall hindrance,when things will come (which happely and 
vcric likely will neuer be) to thoſe oldrates and valewes againe: 
and befainetoliue the meancwhile, not as his pariſhioners, ac- 
cording tothe preſent times; but asno body elſe doth, accor- 
ding to the former: as if it were pollible forthe miniſter alone, 
and aboue any others, rowadaics to liue well enough, by that 


which was thought and found, when meanes to live by, were 


more then fowertimes cheaper then now they are, tobe but 
ſufficient for him,& euen with theleaſt : or reaſon that any how- 
. loeuer vnreaſonable-&: prepoſterous compolition ſhould bipd 
as well the ſucceeding asthe preſent Incumbent: & men haue 
power to preiudice not only theſclues, becauſe mE may do with 
their owne as they luſt, butalſo all that come afterthem, cuen 


in things that arc not their owne;, farther then for the vic, and 
S 2 | preſent 
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preſenttime, 005 31020, 31236 WR OO OO 
I come now tothe fourth and Taft ſorte of obicAtions, viz, 
choſe which are-more ſpecial thenany of the former; thatis ſuch 
as concerhe Perſonalltither.Touchitig which very much is to be 
 fpokenand anfwered,as which of all other are molt m queſtion. 
It ſeemes vnto many.a thing 'mouſtynreafonable and hard, rhar 
perſonall tithes ({uch1 meanic as of Artificers, Tradeſmen, Mer. 
chants;&c.arc to be paid) hold be demanded. And therefore ay: 
ifthe Statutes and lawestothat purpoſe made, and yet-in force, 
were a thing againſt all reafon and conſcience, they will not a- 
bideto hearc thereof. What? men to pay tithes of their labour, 
and of thcir private gaines ? Tradeſmen and artificers to be ac- 
countable for tithes ? hl i + i519 
Bur for anſwere. x. That ſuch kinde of perforts '6ught' 

to contribute toward the mainrainance of the miniſter as well 
_ 8Sothers, isalreadic fo plainety and firmely prooued, that any 
man,not veide of ſenſe and reafon, cannot butbe (atisfed with 
If, | | SHE Wal 


1 


2 This kindeof contribution, whether any luſtto call it a 
Tithe, ora tribute, or a rate;or a. pay , or what elicany will, it is 
not much material ; itis the thing it ſelfc,and not the namethat* 
is in queſtion. If the name ſeeme odiousvntoany,let ithe'chan- 
gedif it may.Though1 thinke there be more reaſon t6retaine* 
alſo the name,as all our predecefſors and Hawes hane done) then 
toalter ib. | | | LoY8, 3 393 LIU 
z Concerning the quauntitic, how mach they ſhould pay, 
thisis graunted that {ach perſons: arc not required to'pay as: 
the husband man doth, an entire tenth, but -a tenth of their" 
m—_ gaincs, their expenſes and charges being thence deduc-" 
4 If the quantitie determined decſceme alfo (as: to-many it 
doth) oner great, whatmight be little enough, I cannot cafily' 
gelle. And I ſuppoſe our predeceiſors, and the wiſeſt and molt 
learnedofall Chriſtendome, which did determine it, ſaw more, 
cauſc{and I doubt not but they Taw in this matter as muchas! 
was to be ſcene) why ſo-te determine, then any-now can ſhew®. 
for the contrary. 0) 91637 100 
Their common allegations are as followeth.. hee: 

: Theyofwhom ſuch perſonall tithes arg detnatmded', ate 
poore. 


- 


The Maintenance of the Miniflerie. 
poore tradeſmen, artificers,&e, which hauin gno ſands, no cat- 
tcl,&c. as hath the husbandmanzare notableto pay. 

Anſcere, 1. Where poyertic is truely pretended, rheir caſe I 

rant isto be pitticd not burthened.” Neither is it intended that” 
ought ſhould 'bepayd, but where it js due. Buthe isvery-poor 
that hath nothing atall to pay. If their gaine and'income bee 
but ſmall, yet according to that itis, as op haue recciued lo 
ought they:to retyracagainetoGod. Ttisnot fit, nor it is not 
lawtull, becauſethey hauc notaſrwuchas they datire, therefore: 
they ſhoald ſpend Gods'patt andtheir owne too, &catevp that; 
by which the miniſter ſhould liue, aswell as that which pertci- 
neth tothemſclues. | ? 

2, Butwhether pouertic be alwaics inſUy pretented (avif none 
wereto be accounted rich, but ſuch as haue lands and cattell) 
mayvery tu{fy be made a queſtion. Forth, as a tree is knowne 
hy his fruites, fo Net orriches may by the cffets : then out 
of all queſtion, it we comparethe husbandman and tradeſman, 
the townelman & contryman together in other outward things, 
as indict, appardll, houfe, houſhould furniture, building, ex- 
penſes,&c.'tt will caltly and quicklyappeare, who is the poorer. 
And now, is it not ſtrange, thatwhereas in all other things in 
worldly matters , the tradeſman;, &c. oftentimes excceds the 
countrymanvery much,and will bee taken for the ticher,& more 
able perſon , onely in honouring God with his ſubſtance ; in- 
vpholding religion with his riches yin maintaining the mini- 
ſerie ofthe Charch with His wealth, he wil not come neere him by 
Prarie deprees: but though hedeli ohts-to have the faircſt houſe, 
the beft apparell; cheſureſt armour, goodlicſt furniture, richeſt 
table, &c. 'Whatſocuer itcoſteth him: yetis, contented(rather 
thenhewilbeatany charge) to hane the warſt teacher , the ab- 
ictcſt miniſter. And is pouertie the truetaule ofthis ? isneed 
alwaies in{tly pretended ? Is that I ay, cuertherightcauſe, why 
now a daies among ſuch vx mrenias locupletem ,} locupletem aito 
(they bee S. Anonff. words, hot mine) non tam furultatibns ſed ope- 
rib.aman can ſcant finde a rich man, a man I meane that is 
rich,notſo much in worldly goods, as in good workes, inabilitic 
as in deeds? Why thatmnany et/i in domib. auroſunt dimtes , tamen 
in Ecclefiaſunt mendici, Though at home in their houſes they 


want: neitherfiluer nor. gold, that appeare very rich, yet at | 
s by S 32. Church 


me 
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Church, inthe houſe'of God , they ſceme to bee very poore; 
though for their owne priuate and worldly reſpedts, they haye 
and will finde plentie, yet for the ſeruice of God , and good of 
their owne ſoules , they hauc little to ſpare?T will not (ay as $, 
Auguſt. dooth,we all worſhipone Chriſt,& profeſle all one reli. 
gion, but not all withonemindc: yet ſome cauſe there is , but 
it is not pouertic, what cucr it bee. _ | ih 
It was not thus in former daics, in time of Popery, & among 
ourowne forefathers. There bec ſome yet liuing that can partly 
remember, & more that haue heard their fathers tell, That the 
-. miniſters ofthe Church liued then no where more richly & wel 
maintained then in townes and Cities: That diuerſe ſmall townes 
did maintcine4. or 5. Popiſh pricſts in better ſorte, thennow a ' 
daics one miniſter of the Goſpell can be maintained. Yea, as 
ſome worthic credit doo write , ſome Cities, and thoſe not very 
great, did in thoſe times maintaine 30. or 40. Malle prielts, bet: 
ter then nowthey doo z.or 4. preachers of the Goſpell, By 
 whatmeanes they did this,though it bee not much to the mat- 
tcr in queſtion,for all was of their liberalitic & readines of hicart 
_ toward religion, yet they hauing as ſmall lands as many haue 
now,and liuing bytheir trades and ſciences as ſuch doo now, it 
muſt needes be that they made "that 'care 'and iconſcience of 
their offerings and perſonall tithes, which dooth not appeare 


.. NOW. 


. Therefore as the Apoſtle ſayd onceto his Corinthians in ano- 
ther matter,ſo may in this. I ſpcake ittv our ſhame: Ours, that 
do profzile the Goſpell, that glogic of knowledge, and pre- 
ſumeofour zeale vnto the Truth, and ſpeciall loue vnto the 
Goſpell: ours that.condemne ignorance and deteſt Popery: 
that the children of darknes ſhould be wiſerthem the chil- . 
dren of light : That they which rightly knew'not God, but. 
lived in 7delatrie and all kinde of ſuperſtition ſhould be found 
more righteous in this ſo materiall a pointe of religion then 
wee : and beeiuſtified by ourſclues (their aduerſaries for the 
 Goſpellsſake)that they did (as indeedthey did and doo ) better 
 honourandmaintaine their vaine teachers, blinde guides and 
falſe Prophets, then wee our ſincere Paſtours , faithfull leaders. 
an] true teachers. Indeedit is nonewthing, and thereforcthe: | 


kflcwonder, The Egyptian prieſts had bettcr prouilien na | 


TE The Maintenance ofthe Miniſlerie 135 Chap. 8. 
for them ina time ofpenury and famine, then our Exanyclicall 
miniſters in the Halcyon daics of all abundance, peace,& plentic. Geneſ. 47. 
The Prophets of Baa/450. and of the Groucs 4oo. are fed at Te- 
zabels table with the beſt., when as Elias is glad tocate with the 
Rauens by the riuer Cherith, & other the Prophets of the Lord 
are ſuſtcined in a caue by Obadiahwith' thin fare (God knowes) x, Reg. 18. 
bread and Water, But what may wee thinke of it ? may wee nat 
therefore iuſtly feare, Thatas our Sauiour proteſted againſt his 
- owne nation, that the wen of Ninineh, & the Dneene of the South 
ſhould ariſe againſt them in the daie + nadgement, and condemme them, 
becaulc they repented at the preaching of Toner, and ſhee came from Math. 12, 
farreto heare the wiſedome of Salomon, but they would not re- 
pent at his preaching that was greater then [ones , nor heare his 
doctrine that was wiſer then Sa/omon: ſoour Popith forcfathers 
and other blinde dolaters ſhall ariſe in the daie of Indgement and 
condemne many of vs, becauſe they had that due and good rcf- 
ped to their prieffis ſuch as they were , which wee hauc not to 
ours, ſuch as they are. They were contentmany times to cmpo- 
ucriſh themſclues to maintaine the Church and enrich the mi- 
niſters thereof, whereas wee care little how to empoucriſh the 
one and ſpoile the other, ſo wee may enrich ourfelues. Andif 
this way they any thing offended, itwas inthis, Thatthey made 
their pricſtes beeing but bad, to bee worſe with oucrfceding,; & 
pampering them too much ; weerunne quite intothe otherex- = 
reameand(that whichis ofthe two, theworlſe) do make them 
that bee good men, and would bee good miniſters, many times 
to bee bad, vnprofitable and contemptible, by pinching them, 
and keeping fioed them thatwhich they ſhould live by : and to 
the no little detriment of learning, and ruine of religion, turne 
' toour prophane vſes, and reſerue to our private eſtates , that 
which in <quitic and right, by the Law of Godand his Church, 
ſhould bee employed toa more common good. But take wee 
heed, Godis not mocked, A masked pretence' of pourrtie will one 
dayc bcea ſeely ſhield, andlittle helpe when God ſhall bring 
euery worke into judgement, & diſcloſe the things that nowlyc 
 indarknes. Sa bel | ; 
2. Secondly, it is obicted, Thatthoſe of whom ſuch kinde 
oftithes aredemaunded, doo commonly aduenture much, and 


ſobeſubic&to many lolles, &c. more then the — 
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136 The © Aaintenance of the Miniſterit, = 
andthereforenoreaſon that they ſhould pay any ſuch tithes, © 
Anſiv. 1, That their cſtates are more caſual is}not denied, | 
And in conlideration thercof, partly it.is (I thinke). that bythe Ml 

conſent of all, aventire tenth is not required efthem., but (as1 ill 
baue formerly noted)atith of their cleare Gaines Aiduitis Expenſs le 

'Buc becauleit is no reaſon that they pay ſo much, as the hug. 
bandman doath, is itrcafon they paY nothing at. alle: I will. not 
here aumagere, Letthe Reader thinkeof it. as God.ſhall moue * 
him: vet is already fayd touching that point. +, - 4, 

. _ 2. As for the aduentures and hazards , the great perills and 
many dangers, which they doo palle & endure, Lfor my partam © 
ſo farrefrom thinking it reaſon , that in. regard, thereof, they 

| ſhould befreed from yeclding to God. or his: minifter any: part - 
ofthcir goods, that thereby. I hold ther rather,.to.be the more 
bound (beerng deltuered out of ſuch perilks,and hauing obtey- | 
ned good ſucceile)to ſhew themſclues therforethe morethanke - 
full to God, as vnto whoſe only great fauour, ſingular. proui 
dence, & ſpeciall mercy, they.doo (as they ought) impute thei 
fafctieand good eucnt.. And of my minde it ſcemethwere thale * 
- godly &truclie religious Captaines of rasl in Hoſes time, who 
hauing bene at warre, and their whole army becing but 12000, 

| had fought & vanquiſhed 5, Kings of J/d5am, &all their people, = 
and yet found vpon rcuiew of their:companies, that they baam 
Loft a mas, thoughthey had already by the Lords appointment, 
partcd with one halfe of the bootie, vnita the reltof the Te ople-that | 
went not into the ficld, and of the other halfe wal tg 
ribate to the Lord,of eucry 500.anc,did fathervoluntarily oucr 
and aboucallthis, in token of their. ſpecial. thankft lnes for 
Gods ſo greatand vnexpeAcddeliurance,offerdvntothe- Lord | 
another rich offering of their Jewels &- ornaments which they had 
pillaged, tothe valew of 16750. /chels of polde;.a.memorable 
tcltimonic of their gratcfull mindes. They thought it not 
cnough to giue toGodas others did, and as was ordinarilic rc+ 
quired, but becauſe they had taſted of Gods. mercie abou 
others, they accountittheir dutie (as cucry godly man [houid) 
to giueto God more then others. For,nature, much morercll 
gion teacheth,al l, that The more 4 man receineth , the #7078 hee W- 
bounden, The greater bencfits,the greater thankfulnes. is irequr | 
redathis hands. 4:5 ad 1 
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738 T he Maintenance of the Miniflerie © 
(whatſocuer they pretend) be as farrefromhimastheir} ands; 
andinſtced of ſhewing thanfulnetſc,they do yotopenly beysy 
manifeſt vathankfulneilc,and ſo.make themſclues ynugrthy of 
future bleſſings, that be ſo vngratetuil for former...” - _... 


We 
CE £ x 


mg 


3 Butit is not fit, that the miniſter ſhould receiuc perfonall 
- tirhes: becauſe ſohe will from timet2 time,be acquainted with 
mens ſcuerall eſtates, and know as well. as they in manner, wht 
\ they gaine or loſe from yeare to.ycare.. 
Auſwere.But why is it not fit he ſhould know,in fome general] 
fortat leaſt, how god doth blefſe ornot -tpegiper ornot pro- 
ſper his people? For how they dorife or fal, & whattheir (tate 
alwaics arc,hec cannot know,hecaufe ke is nothing the Morc ac 
quainted thereby with their expenſes and ſpending of thatthey 
| hauc.God thought it to be fit enough amonghis own people the 
Iewcs:as may appcare by appointing them, z, To pay the tenth 
of cucry thing. 2.to bring z.times a yearc ot manhisoffe 1 
actor ding ut Fo had ble ſed/oam.. In, diverke of their offcrings, tg 
offer an offering of greater or leiſer valew, according. as they 
were. ceith cr riche or poore,  Againe we doe lee, -thatthe 
huſbandman atthis day cucry, where doth account to the mis 
niſtcr of God how God hath blctlcd,inriched and increaſed himy 
or otherwiſe diminiſhed and brought h:m lowin cucry-thinghe 
bath,both great and mall, And why ſhall tradeſmen,&c:thinks 
that not fit for themto doe, which God did iudge tobe very hit. 
for his owhe people, and which husbandmen neither rcfuſcnor 
think vnfit? Letothers thinke what they will, I doc verily think 
itto be not onely fit,but alfo expedient and neceflary too,thal 
ucry man whether he be husbaridmanortradefinan,doth live b 
by land orfca, by natures increaſe, of. by his arte and labour, 
ſhouldſer his miniſter know how God. doeth cither blcilſe or” 
. not bleſſchim, that fo he (the miniſter):may be the,more 0+ 
ealtoned,therather for thatitfb neerly toucheth himſclfc;cither; 
to praiſe God for plentic and abofidance ſent,or ts pray to Gods, 
where his hand is heavic, forthe remoouing therof, and ſending 
_ Ofberter ſaiccetſe, are FArTve Reg 
Farther, Butwhere ſom compoſition ſics, vnletle the miniſter _ 
be madcacquaintcd with the Income & increaſe or decreale © » 
yr gs cltate by Computation, which way is it poflible he 
know what ccrtaintic todemand, or depend ypantbur mult. 


\ #944; 
Be - l 


na teal - —_" a 


rmenence of the Minifterie. a3 Clip. 8 
(the thing that it moſt difclaimed, & indeed veterly intoſerablc) 
ftand ſtilts the curtelie&beneuolenceofthepariſtiioner, Wher- 
'forcſith it is: moſt vnfir and yarcaſonable that the miniſter be 
left to mensourrelies & coſcieceswhich now adaics be but ſhort; 
(ct ſuch as think irnot firchar he ſhould be acquainted withrheir 
gains andiofles from timerotime; condiſcend at" leaſt to that 
_ which neithcrpatto hath any juſt cauſcroexcepe againſt,cthat is; 
ſome reaſonable Compolition, as in London alrcadic there is: 
which one ycarc with another may be indifferent for both ſides. 
4 But where is any* ſuch Tithe payd 2 who#is'there that 
paics thein?Thertforewhy ſhoald we docorherwiſe then-othety 
 Hereunto thongh I wightanſwere ina word;,We oughttoliue 
by lawes not by examples: And therefore though itwere true, 
chatthisRindofTithe were now no- where paid, yet this being 


prooncd.(as it is) that of +ight-5r owghe to' be paidſuchexamples of 


I. 
3 


non-paiment doc not 'inſtific,'butmake more cuill che face; 
For, The more tramgreſſors; the' greater the ſims. The farther the 
difcaſe 1s ſpread, the moreintolerable and nee ling ſpeedy care, 
ne pars ſynceratrahatnr,leaſtal bemard: yet if the willing Reader | 
will vouchfafc but eo turne a little backeward he ſhall rhere find 
it (afficiently declared;how long;by whom,& where, thale kind 
of Tithcghauc, fromeinictotime beene paid. ' 2 1 
Farther I: anſwere that'in diuers parts of our land, they are 
paid in one or other manner namely inthe cittics ofLondon. & 
Canterburic, as both by-praQice,and by the ftatureforthat pur- 
poſe extant-in print,isenident.”7 1 VHS BOH9Ss 30: 
2 Beſliles London, theſe kindof Tithes 


arc alſo paid in divers 

other places,in ſome other manner, asT doe gather, by thevery 
words of the-ſtatute touching fuch rithes;whercein is this Prowiſo, 
menhauevſed in ſome other 
mputation ofthe tenth,the ex- 
oportionably, 


”" 


140 T he (Acaintchance of the Miniſevie. 
Provifexxcre ſuperfluous, rl V9 badly ah dogs 
© 3 Alloin fiſher townes, the fiſher-mendoe paytitheoftheix 
fith;and ſo doc fawlcrs oftheir-fowle, bothwhichare akindyf 
perionall tithe,as by the manner. of payment thereof;and-wy; ] 
{tome ofcuery place may calily be conteAtured.//1 ifs 24 11h 


4 


_ Now ſ{ceihg perfonall tithes are paidrin fiſher townts,likewile 
in Loadon & ſome other places elſe, after one ſort; and in divers 
other placesafter another, andin all other-place (oflike natare) 
onght ts be paid, it is ſupcrfluqus to aske where theyrarepaid;ang , 
who doc pay any perfonall tithes ? Rather they ſhew theriiſclucy _ 


m * 


- apparrantly aworthy-blare, that mooged neither” byr 


© 
* 


ple of husbandmenthat pay predial cithes,nor of the hel ofour 
townes: and: cittics:( ſuch; without 'all. exception! is'Londgn, 
being + the head cittic of the whole Kingdome)) which doe 
in one or other manner pay perſanall tithes , and fo yeelde 
the mintſtcr 4.certaine maintenance, will lookeonely vponth. 6 


_—__ 


which-negarding neither Jaw rior good example, docnoteheit. 
dtictie.2and account they doc-not anutle; folong a's they doe 
but as ſach(the wor{tynot the beſt) doe; 1 1 th 2 th 

$5. But this were a great | charge to'townes- and citties, where 


p<ople already, though-they docipay: the minifter noching #6 
ward his: maintainance,ycthauec jnoughtodo toliue,Andwert 
nota great benefit tothem, if theymight continacagthey' do 
In manyplaces;that is. giving that way but what they luſt?'! > - 
« Anſwere, r.\\ hy ſhould any-account' that to '(5e'@chargeand 
burtheiroucr heavieavbich others do caſtly heare;and therlfay | 
not without any ?ricf-,butcucn with delireto.continuetBethere 
notdiucrsplacevin theland , where: predialt tirhes being'pid 
to he Church, the miniſter receinech/ yearely! more pounds, 
then ſhillingsin ſome tovncs; that yet are'the more populoi & 
which neucrthcletſe- doo nor count it' a mztterof charge, nor 
repenttnat! eucr their predeceſſors: condeſcended' thereunts' 
wut (may count themfelues;and}are indecd of all:othet'therby 


* 


molt happy, becaufe they haue'thofe notable micanes! whicl? 
others warit, toobtcine the beſt 'ayd moſt Tearned* teachers to 
relide withthem? And what charge, whar'burthen is/ir/ro-the | 
Citizens of London, to p1yisthey'dobythehouls# Doe they = 
complaine thereof? Doe they Hnde ita beggering & vndooily' | 
_ vntothern? and ſee that they have cauſe ts curte' the tine that 


eucrſucha tome was taken a: thetani: thei mint 
Nay rather, doo not many oftheni &f theit ownediberaliric 
Joueto the Worde, augment and cnilargeit? And: 
fallible Experience ſhew;' maniteſt mamfold;re 
lappy Iogasy Ferrers Fj chat 
cetlarya law warned, "aid fo; cel 
lf comieperngh Hnd'p L 


hneverindingoodek the peoplethiercofhaiie duc 
and:necetlary teaching, till the: Kind pr other: like' courſe 
for perfonall: tirhes beegeerlly and cl planted: and kiled'. © 
among vs." > LUI 24163 1A 

2.) Men ooght not co cuamthell charge + (4 wing not 'fo 
beeadmitted;beeing yet abſent, nrenbg beeing preſent) 
without whichthey cannotwell bee, Butexceptmen Nene 
tainca miniſter, theyeahnot hauc, tior indeed ave wort worthie ” 
hane'a miniſter aniohg them, Whercfore as a tenant counts it 
nochargetopay his rent, becauſe viileiſc hee pay it, he knowes ,, 
hee cannot dwell in the houſe: ſo neither ought chepariſhioner, ” 
who oughtto/accountHhimſelfe no lefſe bound te pay to the 
Churebthe ri zhrsehercof : and bee a8 willing to yeeld his mi- 
miſter chu is due; as heewould himto be to  performe the officc 
and dueticofa tiiniſter. © - | Te7 501 


"4; It is certaine &evident, Thatour -”* rediceſſGgreanciene: & 


belt Chriſtians; 26id not account it a'charge ouer-great to paie 
theiriperſonallTithes, andmaintaine liberally their miniſters: 
por 2 benefit to'tradeſmen; &e; to pay them nothing,” and 
give them but what they lalt: Forthenthey would neucr haue 
condeſcended (avirappearcth generally they did) to the pay= 
mentandeftabliſhent of perſonall aſwell as of prediall tithes, 
Andithad beeii at) cafie matter for them, while yer no fuch 
thing was in practiſe, andnotſo muchas the »ame of perfonall 
tithes deviſed and Riiownhe, to Have admitted no ſuch kind of 
impoſition, but'tohauc held faſt ſuckiafprimſedge and benefits 
but that, beſidevreaſon itſclfe, rcligion bad rightly enformed 
them, that,which couctouſhes will not ſuffervsto learne, That 
fuch freedome was bondage, fch'cafe the worſt burthen, and 
ſuchabenefirthe greateſt detriment: and therefore it wasasne- 


cellary forthem to impoſe perſenall ki tradeſmen , &C. 
3 _ 
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| benefit itis toany arilh, Ee ? prediall ane are _—_ = 
bet Chaves an nothing « eto ex 
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again(} 
; aint a Tha > Cad 
: might hauc their hen & oth f ongare Ta WY er 
© dooth or ſhould cnioy, into; their owne hands, they: carcdlittle; 
* whetherthey had any -miniſter, any publike ſcruice of:God:;,08- - 
any.tcachingatall : they muſt anſwere , That (howſocuer the 
calenow (tand,) that is no benefit to the lace, but an extrcame 
miſcrie & plague; ſceing by that meancsthey of the place niult 
"-nceds hauc ſuch. teachers, notas are fit, but as they can get;& 
xcft contented for the moſt part,with the dregs and refuſe ofthe. 
Cleargic, whereby the blinde "I atbng the blinds , both fall into the 
* Pittez whereas if the miniſter (as in other laces) had thewhole, 
they might hauc ſomc- learned& very able teacher to their Bae 
ttour;who, carcfully attending them, might ſane bach w/elfe, 0h 
them that heare him. Naw if the-mattcr be well-loo into/, ineo!. wha 
differenceis there twixt the one and the other? Ts in. 
the one place the miniſter hath all the prediall tithes kept from, 
him, andinth'otherall che perſonall 2 and thereby as well the. 
oneastheothcris'a fit receptacle for, only, the worſt and; vn 


worthicſt Paſtour ? And what1is this butas that, a kinde-of im 


propriating? vnlelle happely it bee ofthe two, the more-wicked: 
and, intolcrablc. Fi ir}, becauſe in theother, that the miniſter _ 
hath chough it bee but little yetis rerraine.. Hee knowes whatto 
demaundofcuery man, arid hath good Lawe for recoueryof wu 
| iebec detcinedzin this,nor. MN - aca; rarhp 
:22--;Forthe moſt part itis more. in quantiric thenche. erlonal | 
tithe is4 the number. of pariſhioners or COLNINUE acts 006 | 
withthe other compared, «type + 
-:3; The other is taken away by Law; this by, _ fraud, nd -- 
| nothingell burabuſe(or at moſt ynluſficiency and weaknes)oft- 


Law. 


a In the ocher cuery pariſhioner payes "hi full {6 hte , "OY 
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not to whom. of right , yettowhom by Liwe, itoughttc bee h 1 
pay - and fo is, qyodanmoz0,diſcharged-of his-debr' and dutic ; - 
to Godandthe Church-but in this, the pariſhiouer without fo = 


much asany cloake or'couecrt of Lawto hide his fiance wichall, 

_ deteines his tithes to himſclfe, and ſo-converteth.to his owne 
priuate vie, that which the other cither directly or indirectly 
paies to Godand hisChurch, kt 0G, 
«15; Finally, what benefit itmay bee to. any people to vſurp Nore this 
this libertie, I know not z, vnlcfle this bee & benetit | That by wel. 
ehismeanes they may at their pleaſure abuſe, wrong, impoue- ,, 
riſh, perſecute, weary out and driuc awayc their minilter when- 
locucrthey lift. Forby this meancs, if acompunic of them hal ,, 
but lay.\their \heads/ together; -vpon any conceipt/they haute, 
againitthe man, to hold him ſhore for his maintetance, 'aridro/,, 

ay himno mere then perforce they muſt, and both he & they ., 

Les (how muchſocucr in very deed hisducbec) hee is able by, 
anie lawe yet 3x force torecoucr;then it iscalie to'coniequre what,,, 
will withina while become of the poore miniſter. And whether*,, 
this be nota kinde of perſceuting of the Golpell, (and therefore ,, 
vnfit to bee tolerated where:the Gofpell is profetled )* let all',, 
men iudge.' Forif in warres, as expericncetdooth ſhew, itbee',, 
poſlibleto-atlault and ouerthrow the'cnemy-alwell by famine,”,, 
and fecreat; vnderminings as:by __ Cy the field :,, 
an4it-be trucwhich Diuines hauc obſcrued, 
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144 . The Maintenance ofthe Miniſterie. | 
” the Goſpell of Icfus Chriſt, & in tructh &veritie affects. the wit. | 
? niſters fcreof hallbut open his mouth to hauc it continued,& 
? ſuch atiaduantage & ready mcanecs forthe diucll and his men. 
” bers, to preſent the miniſters ofthe Golpell, at their pleaſure, 
? fuffcredamong Golpelling Chriltians. . ooo Oh 

Thauc ſhewed ſuffticientlic thatit isno benefit to any (whats 
ſocuer ſome account it) to be freed of perſonall.tiches, Now = 
willI alfo ſhewe (for the farther ſatisfying ot all) that" itidecd'itig | 


_ diucrs waics, agreat bencht, and therightway to do themſelues 


| good. ro paie them, and (o their owne great harme that they 
doo not. "4; 51 Slade £ts, 10 VIS SHIT" 

©». 1.-Bythat mcanes, th:y ſhall honour God with' their riches, 

as God hath commaunded;Pros. 3.9. as did Abraham, Geneſ. 14; 

| Laceb. Geneſ. 28 the 1/raclites, Numb. z 1. their neighbours and 

| brethrenthatarc husbandmen rou1d abouttheny doo :'and all _ 

- men, by the Law of God and nature are bound /'as already is ” 

peourd and declared in the 6..and 7; Chap., of this treatiſe @ | 
: They ſhall procure vnto themſclucs. able: and: good tea? 
chers, one ofthe molt principall bencfits that God can beſtow 

_ on meninthis life; and netbee ſubic as commonly they are; 

ynto the worſteaad vnworthicſt of all other. , Maintenance for 
learned men once ſetled & had, [carned men will: caſily-bee had | 
alſo to accept it: not had, it'is vaine:to expe orhope forſuchs- 
to come among them, I denie not;but that ſometimelearned & 
very worthic and able men ;doo' accept of very: meane-places, - 
But it is citherfor very neceſlitie,making of ſuchas itwerea ſtay 
till they can bee betten provided for; Oritis for: a ſupplic, and | 
where, And thennor ſeldornhe it ſo fallsout.that delightingto' 
be moſt withehemthatbeſt maintainerhem,theſcare lefttovn- 
lcarned Curates :and-{o-hauc indeede learned "men rather in" 
namethen indceedetatheir Paſtors, according to the meaſure: 
they offer them, which is living in:namit, and-not in decde; # 
maigtannance m ſhew;but notin proofe.:: =; tt! 10% DE 440; DR | 

3, They ſhall procure the blel ing of God vpon them &'theif* | 
goods;cuen in regarde of heiroupuard ſtates. For(aoaftr Thu 
& increaſe of weaht xhatduclic pay their tithes, as well per{on! 
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another, how cail it but oftend,and'ert I _ 
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(cd,and beare cer the heavier burthen? Andſo inuch the mere 


when they (ce, That by this meanes mangitimes itis;-thatthey? 
arcill taught, have had Miniſters,and their Miniſtersliue in nec! 
and beggerie: whereas they know well, that if therelt of their). | 
neighbors did mainta ne them,andaliow them as much\a peece,, | 
(or but half ſo much)acccording to their ability asthey do(&in/ _ 
al rcas6 & equity, bclides:<ligio ſo they ought)they might have? | 
asable & good teachers as in other places & pariſhes there bee, 

6. Whereas now it oft falleth out, Thatwhere the place con!” 
fiſteth not of tradeſ-men &c,ſome of the wealthierſortarefaine," 
(they ſeeing by the with-drawing, and ill payment'of the grezs” 
reſt numbertheir Miniſterclſenot able|toliue amongthem)to | 
pay more then is their due:hereby,adue certaintic ſetledbylaw;) 
all ſhall alike according to their cltates be lyable tothe Mint-” 
ſters maintenance, and ſo he octter maintainedthen beforc,and” 
yetthey that before were euer-chacged;mucheaſedi\. 1 | +, 

7., Whereas now'in divers. places,«lome; well diſpefed peo- ' 
le,conſiftring their want of teaching,haue of late yearesdeui- © 
ſed aremwedy by furcharging themſclues,that is,by maintaining 

a preacher bclides their Miniſter : by this meanes they ſhalbe* 


calcd of a great pare of that charge. For their-owne Miniſter be-,” 


ing condignely ſuſtayncd, would oftentimes-performe thatths” 
pe. DID. 4 OLE. | OO LENS THOGT HT HULL TORI 
'7.6. Wedo pay pcrſonall tithes:as they are due, fo they are 
not denyed. Anſw. I donot denie,but that diuzrs tradeſ-men;ars - 
 eificers, &c. doe pay their Miniſters fomewhataboue 2:-pence's 
peece, as 4. Pence, 12, PENCE, 2, hill. ten-groates, oriit' may bea * 
crowne,&c.bnt howſocuer they, may account that orzrple,tobe® 
their perfonall; or (as they call it) theirpriuie tithes, and pay it” 
in name thereof ; yet for my part Iam altogether of another” 
minde,and do verily thinke and take the fame tobe buts meere” 
offcring onely, My reaſons are, 1. 1f Tithes'be Decima parig 
tcnth part ofthatamandoth pollelſe, or ofa manggaities of i0+. 
creaſe, for ſo the word doth found, - men have defined Tithes, | * 
and the law of God doth determine:then in no fenſe;can fuchs"** 
ſcantling or pittance inſtly be termed or counred forany Tithe 
lecing many times, itis ſo farre from thetenth, thatis not Cev-"" .. 
tema the hundreth, happely vix milleſimapars ſearcethethow: | , | 
fandthpartof that yearcs increaſe, and cleare gaines, and ſono © 
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doth lay therrout;' © TRARWR 215, II | 

2. Theywhich pay'it, do pay'it, not a8athihg due and ac- 
countableas tithes are, but as'a matter voluntaric, ſuch are offc- 
_ rings: whichthey may, asthey account, andindeed vpon the 
lcalt ſplecne intheworld againſtthe Miniſter, '66 deny to pay, 
thinking (ifa-man'may beleeuethem)that by Taw he hath right - 
to nothing/but his two penic offeritigs: "and that whatſocuer 
they pay.him: more, it is their curtelic forſooth, as a gifte or 
almes,and not their ductic or his deſert. io © 
3. Ir comes neerer to thequantitie-and'nature of an offe- 
ring , which commonly isandhath beneathin g voluntaric, far 
letſe then thetenthipart, wariable according to mens minds as 


ay proportinableto tithes, eith IF as gods law, or as mans law 


i 


well as their eftates,&c. qt 

4. Otherwiſe the rightpayment of offerings cantiot'be ſcene 
among vs.' For: that 2.-pence which alone they account tobe 
ehciroticring, 1senforced-bylawey which requircth not/ »:#ch 
oxely,but (as I take it, andiels itiswrong)ſomuch ar the leaf of c- 
acry one,-ant therefore is notvolunmarie- Secondly, that is (as 
they account it) equallto all :whereas gods lawe(whenee the 


cuſtome of offcrings hathhischicteſt ground)required it ſhould 
be moreorlcilc according to cuerymingabilitic, Dext. 16. 17. 
And it werea ſhame and diſereditto the richer iſort;" that they 
ſhould offer;notlikerich menmuch,butas poore widowes everre 
was his mite,or as one tearms it;&wel,wicas,their crums;zas if they 
reconed of the miniſter inthe'Ch. asof Lizarw at their doores, 
5. It was the cuſtomeonce of our Church of E2o/ad,to make 
their offerings 4.timesin'theyeare atthejeaſt. Which though 
B0wby aworſe cuſtomethey-be brought all to once; preſuppo- 
liag itwere yetinvſe,ifarich man ſhuldoffer butgq.timesa yeare, 
Lwould'\but aske what might be:expected from him? what? but 
an halfc-peny ata time 2 Could hefor very ſhame , ſctring alice 
Dcuation or Religion: (though: hedid paythistirhes belides in 
ticlargelt maner) caſt downedetlctiienzgroate, fixe pence, cr 
tweluepence at.atime ?-which caſt in all at once comes to a like 
rechanifige) 3s doen ab Yo87 PEI HUTTON Rs, 
 So:that eucry way this matter conſidered, make of it what 
they can, they.can make no Tithes of it, © 
Ar-rhe.,moſtt-is butan offering, and thatapoorcone yg it 
i 4 ; | V z c 
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14% The Maintenance of the Minifterie.” "» 
becomparcd with the aboundance which ſome of thoſe offerety, 
doe polletle, or with the little whichit ſelfe ig: ,inreſpeet ofthae. 
the husbandman doth pay,or with the maner of oftcringamong 
the people of the /ewes ; who 1 doubtnot by way of volunta-* 
ric offcring alone, belides their tithes, their vowes , their firſt 
fruites, and their appointed ſacrifices, gaue. farre morethenima- 
nic of thoſe of whom I ſpeake , doe glue cucry manner of/iay. 
_ Wherefore I may with good reaſon and cuidence:conclude, 
That they which paye their miniſter but inſuch ſorte, therein 
 paye him notithes at all ; and ſo with-hold from-himthe:greateſt 
part of his maincainance, viz. hisTithes, wherein-properlythe 
| veryſubſtance of the miniſters maintainance:dvcthiconliſt :the 
rcelt viz. his offerings 2 decing but as 4» oxerplas calbin;andad: 
ded tothe heap. | * ning on law 
Whercin I would to God people would or could fee, Firlt, 
how hardly and iniuriouſly they dealewiththe miniſter, inthar 
for his whole yeares labourand paines among them, theyyeclde: 
him-no ordinarie maintainance at all. |: For the offcring {asT haue 
fayd)is butasan extraordinry bountic. And therefore ſpeakin 
of theſe matrers I amwontto ſay, That he which payes his of- 
ferings , and other pettic and cxtraordinary duties , butwiths 
holds his tithes ,- doth likeas ifa man makinga ſhewe to payca 
man a buſhell of curne by heape, ſhould deliuer hint but the's- 
uer-meaſure /, and keepe backe the iuſt buſhell for himſelte;": 
Secondly, how vnconſcionable andvoyde of duc conlideration 
they ſhewthemſclucs,who ſeeing the husbandmanto pay tithes 
aſwell acofferinos ;and to contribute towards the maintainanceot = 
the miniſter ſoliberally, Thatthere is:ſcant a man among thent 
whotc living is worth Cops. amnis,an-rov. poutids;butycelds the 
- Miniſter 7. or $. pounds atlcaſt, andiin placesthat-be fertile and 
_ gooda great deale:more-anddiuers tradeſinen,%c.(in London F | 
mcanc)to pay by the'heuſe 7. timesafinuchar leaſt, as they doe 
by this voluntary courſe: yea,knowing thatthey themiclhues doe 
many times ginc the miniſter, morefor one houres labour;asat* « 
a marryage ,afunerall; &c. then this way for the wholeyeares = 
yet can perfwade themſelues that they doe well, and fatiſfietheir* | 
mindes, that they performe their dutic ta God and his miniſter. = 
In very good fort? NO ar put: ops ma. 


For what conſcience, reafon , and<equiticis-init., thats man- 
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able to difpond by Woenide; leak ahi; ftefltiom 100, mark 
or an 100. pounds yexrchy/ [bondidnclizad huvothe.benefr of 
a niiniſters laboursfor friorand his allelic y atelong;tor wwe 
pence,or tenne groates, &c : ſpecially when-asarhu band-man 
not of like worthtin: living by farre, gines him a3 Manic or _ 
un S992 +HLNELST 28g RNH-26 NE£R-Q1- 253 4, 
\-I ho Threads i-moſteuidentand; thus 
eye of Sindifferent perſons, that notwichſtandi Hr wh 
that canto the contrary'be obicfted;/itiixrbothirexſonable ant 
neceſſary that Perſonal ritherafvell, as Prediat be payed & bycom 


ſequent, That the lawes,and namely;the Satutcof Ar. 2, Edu. 


cap.13. tothat/purpole made; arc, incharpointe,;not hard and vn 
Againſt the which, 


reaſonable; butreaſonab; y 2quall, :andiuſt. 
howſocuer fome-doe -murmure and! complaine'inthat reſpec 


yet Twould to God-,; thatthe-miniſtershadino more cauſe of 
com rm then the people hauc, by reafon of the greeuances, 
which by occaſion, orabuls, atlcaſt;ofthat Satute, cobemaling 


perſonall tithes, they'dogendure,. 021 2iit 24 
For, if(asI truſt it may) it may bee lawfull Gorhonttharbe 


orieucd to groane;Atidthr Eoterbem ſclues.diftretſed,tocallfor 
helpe; and openitheirigricfes: "if inthistimeand libertic of the. 
Golpellit may be free'm/defenceand turtheranceof the Goſpel, 
t6ſpeakthetrueth ; rhetracthis,” ThattharStatute (in other re- 
Tn is outrifauotirablecbrhe'| ple;(as made altogither or 
cir aduantage)t ratherther to th minitter,androo hard tothe 
miniſter, nottothe' people. *Namelyg::. linpmsct ot ae oi 
'Firſt,in regard of the time kchied ior ——— which is 
at Eaftts\" For; j”'till then by'the Statute, the pariſhioner may 
chooſe; wherherheewvill payanypenic ofotf Tings » orofthole 
perfonalſtithes/ ” i ingH a: 11Jo SOIC NT} 11 
'Thisclauſe, Tafſureyau;gors harde forthe miner For 
howfocucr in forije eountrey pariſhes , whercarc fewe or:none, 
thatoughtyo pay yeperſonal] riches, andthe miniſter hath: hisli- 
uith come.in ; at other times>of the yeare.in duc ſorte, itisno 
great matter,nor hurt to/himto tarric fes-his perſonal tithes and 
offerings tif] Eaſter: yet in TownesandCittics, where the poore 
minifter hath'buta liettle(Godknowes)as yet, toliuc yppon, to 
tarric forall-till the- Yeares eaſy andtobecfaine( asno doubt 


manic doe) 'to'borrowey/ Se: , &c. herewith tokkcepe houſe ill 
V 3 Ealtcr, 


Eaſter,that goes hard.”'2: Andasthe fo Dea eofa:mans d c 
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b/w ry Ti reaſon norreligionghatricy {houtgnelp 
neighbours thatliue by fiſhing.;and/hotthe whole charge tel 
vponfoime few,andthe Miniſtetaeceiuernothing at alLOF MANY 
189M 
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Thirdly, inregard ofthe: meanesappointedforrecoueriedt 
thoſe tirhes : wherein the partic! grecyed3is'yttexly:debarted 0 
the defendantsoath;and per C onſeq.. Wt St RI 


meanes thereto-Of whichpoint letthat-ſuffigew 
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ff” 


ip oken. # 8. 4y BEE TY Re By URI © ir 501 
* Fourthly; pos ofichowery heſtatitecoicer- pag. 54. 
ning thequantiticp ſeribed.ForIds noryet Find ragrecd ne 
_—_— y any,w rv ras Cleare pares. 1) (ol 
commien'opinionis: Thatonhpitobe Olelorpainer /and 
{0 titheablezwhictiar ret] et meg Fs aa purſehs 
he yeares endeabouculicharge Sand expenſcswhatlocucr: Or: 
which a man at'the ygazesend: 6ddcehy hislaſt yoarcy locked 
be increaſed; aboue thatatthe beginningoft < itwas,But: 
though Lknowy tlixtneithes chipwayycalterthisfolirges 
doany almoſtnowa datesfatiſiethe law.that thisheicher rs 
can be thetftic ore inp aemGet hatie ry lap 


reaſoris: agg. Riba gt, 

'x.'$6 mig Heehe Miniſters maintenar mceproucexceeding (wall, 
nothing! habbeth lvme years. -: [For. its probablechat many } 
rradeftmen' We; imaygainevell; andycelayvpinothing: pane de' ; 
years e116; bat fe dallm houlckceping,ganviog;drinking,d. 

2. Sothere ſhouldbe'no'mancr proportion,hetwixe: predial” 
and pcrſonallerithes;Becauſewhereasthe hushandmanzho 
cue his ae and wn yet. np the aderruan 
thoughhe painhe'i vert ye occalion 
HTS harem #fhall pay bothing:Aadthenwher-" 
- a8 mr ey che maintenance bf the: Miniſter lies 
Equally vpon them all, bothp rcaridrichpcuery.onepaying | 
- more orle{]e, according toeh he'hath z-among tradeſ-men it . 
ſhall lieondy vp ponſomefewandeholethe honelleltandbrif- 
{t ofiely,-" a1 9 yt rc af bo oxi Hoy arlrvd Lon 
--$6ſhoul he's raQtize olthaclowfor perſorallrithes,vt-, 
= differ fromthe: prafizeafcheſamelaw in years ek | 
as in Landon, in fiſher townes, G10; In'whichevery manrich or 
ehatheither houſe 'or fiſt, paies accordin . 
lin} burhis owns, .anfiaee the Mipſrs pas ke 
I! VAR 7: IKE 75-74 | | | 
By riod meanes (he Mini ter Gands Rill. a vncertains, ' 
oY nerz1 (thc pets priacipally, | 
teurrher gaingig ſtillatiug | 
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they doe ariſe", 

br; Another therefore on 

this; Thatcuery: werſcquti 

gaincsabſolutely;, abouchis firlt ſtock Cl 

cleave gaines: that is, of that, which; NEED Red and atec 
all ſuchcharges a firm as:bel1des: the ſbpenie that heh 2d 
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* Socharwherisipredial cider; niebroatinis-omne notah 
lowedfor his ſcede, p oughing,weeding, reaping, moxiog heay | 
ring;carriage,oranyother like-chargesz 1 Ih; erfonalxithes it is 6 


/ therw iſe: The'tradeFmi;&c.ſhalbe allow 
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am oain pri mon oor tw forc GHC 
cuſtomeandotherike, and pay Titheoticly of thae/wh hah 
ſeth cleareaboue all fuch charges, andis lefte. mxnhar by bot F 
"made his fall arid albaldrrioprne toward Mich nenlrits. 3 
or ts bee newely iiployed/ag a ſtacke; ; roroat #hl ou. | 
deter 56 ariyimmrmay caſt caſkyipe norboigask fti18 VETO 
ſonantro reaſon: :ſecondiy., beatcth\ſantepropgrtion betvigt, 
predialland perſonall tithes; in that web-nighall tradeſ-men, aty, , | 
cificers;8e:" maybe fourid lyable more ar. lcile, to ſuch akinds, 1 
of pays: thirdly;;admittcrhiſome knowne certainety (the thing;s 
ſpecially intended)iti euery:mans eſtates; fourthlyyit.igconfr 
med bythe vſuall practize of the payment of ſuchtithogginduct 
caſes avarcoutof queſtion; 'as in Londan 5where! paying by te . 
houſe;enery man'whoſe houſe is:15.ſhill.or aboue,of y: arly rt, 


pies accordingly:offiſh,wherobin molt places tha titheis [POS 


notofthe ituſt Tenth,but of the twelfth; in ſome plac 
the fifeeenth part; 2. 0r-50parts'(as the:expenſeamayrappearere; 
be moreorlefle) beingallowed forboate and. Sayne,ge Which, 
dotttplainly argne; Thatthe nfes mentioned; igiche tat! | 
ſhould be vnderſtood, ;notofal kind of tharges what Qeucr,09y 
a nan may beear;;; for himfelfeandhis Tradd;;the yhole yeatF:- - 
ps h',' bur choſeonelywhich ave imployedgbourtheyalhy * 
iffeite,asinſtruments mdmicant AY | rrincipalort 


part of the principal;ts bringit(the gaines)cob fy "4; hi s i : 


The Mettenance of the Minifterle | 153 Chap. 


of charges or expenſes once deducted ;the reminder, being 
cleare gaines,is t@ be ſhared betwixt the gainer thereof; and his. 
miniſter, toward the maintenance of them both :-cucn' as the 
husbandmandeth his whole increaſe as naturally it dothariſc, 
withoutany {ch deduction, | + $8450 ES OR | 
Theſethings conlidered.that is,the time of payment, the per- 
lonsexempred, themneanes for recoucry,andithe ambiguitic of 
the words, Lhope I may without any dager,wrong,or (cagal atal, 
ju(tly conclude and aftirme, that the (tatutcfor perſonaltiches is 
not hard;but exceeding fauourable.viitothepariſhioner;& That 
the miniſters rather hauegreat cauſegnding by inſt &1ong ex- 
 perienee, how men abuſe thaſcfauorirs;and peruertthat law, to 
their great preiudice;the hurt of our miniſtery,hindrance of the 
Goſpel, and decay of learning,to complaine thereof, & withall Stop net your 
carneſtnes to craue & delire the magiſtrats oftheland,& al thole eares at the 
In whofe hands it lies to redrefſeſuch euills that weighing-the cie of the  , 
matter morethoroughly,and.conlideringmoreſcrioully of the afjlitcd. 
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cauſe;forthe righting of their wrongs for furtherance ofche gol 
pel & learning, for increaſe of preachers in the land, They wox, 
either alter this tatute wholly, andettle infteed of it a perpetuall 
compoſition betwixt the incyumbent& his paziſhners for perſorta, 
tithes,cither after the manet of the citie of Lond6,orfome other 
like: or clſc at leaſt, ſocxplane, amplihe and po (a common 
praRtiſcinſundy cafes euenof ſmal momert)the preſent (atute, 
that al ambiguities andenaſions being taken away ard ftopped.the mini- 
 ſter might plainly: and direQly know, what toderpand, and. bow 
foreconer it and the pariſhioner what andhow zopay.Wherein the 
caſe being ſo.doubtfuil, ambiguous, apt and open to-contentt- 
oN a$ Now it is; any reaſonable cetrtaintic were much more bc- | 
neficiall tothe miniſterie; then that which now can bee had; 
Anditconld not butbe a racanes of muchpeaceand concorg | 
 betwixt paſtour and people1(athing worthy tobe boughtwith | 9 
ſom loſs) whonow inthis cafe,wil yeeld in manernothing,wich- , 
our continual contention:which moucrhthe greater number of 
miniſters,rather to loſe nn manner the wholezthen to belitigious 
-and accounted contentious for a part.The ſtatute; was: made in 
fachatime;when: itwas thought a vertuezto nip and-abatc the 
| heightoftheCleargy : and therefore if ir do ſeeme 10 fauur ra- 
ther the pariſhioner then the Paſtor, jand give the one aduan- 
'tage-to pay little,rather then the _ to recoucr much, it _ mo FT 
23 | * COL 
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much to be wondered at, or greatly miſliked, "But nowthae 
timeit ſelfe and truth her daughter haue diſcouered the defeQz 
thereof, and the preſent time affeing (as is necellaricand iuft) 
alcarncd andable miniſteric, it were requiſite.and a very: godly 
aQ, if it might ſo be lookt into, that it might appeare, we are.u 
leſſereſpeftine of onr times, then they of theirs: & as willing'toreſtore | 
to the Church and miniſterie what wee finde'wanting/and need- 
full, as they to take from them what they thought ſuperfluous - 
and needlefſe, - , - ret | , 1] 
Thow mayeſt maruell happely (good Reader) why invrging 


_ this matter of perſonall Tithes, I doo. ſo often mention the cy. 


ſtome and order of the Citic of Lovden:but both that thow maiſt _ 
notbee ignorant of my meaning, and bee mooued the foonerto 
be of my mind,I will not conceale from thee the cauſes thereof, | 
which areas followeth. | 3 
' Firſt long and | ro net hath prooucd that courſe, 
beting duely and without fraud and corruption prattiſed, to beevery 
equall and good, Suchindeed, as itis hardly poſlible for the wit 
of man todeuiſe in the like caſe, a better, 0 _ x} 
2. Itisa thing deſired ofthe greateſt part of the miniſters 
vfour land, whom the caſe concernes : as which, if it might in 
caſe of perfonall tithes, bee generally planted, would, as already 
appeares by the praQiſe therof in that one place,make our land, 


| ourChurch,our miniſtericand people'much the happier. 


3. What courſe, diſclayming thatwhich is found by too long 


| and too much experience to bee very preiudiciall and vnſuff- 
cient,ſhould any rather looke vato, then vnto that , which the 


head Citie of our Church and kingdome;, hath as a ſpeRacle and 
example to the whole (if men had as great deſire to imitate the = 
beſt as theworlt) vpon due and maturedeliberation;eſtabliſhed' 
and planted in it ſeife, and for the good it  findes therein, | 
without any deſire of change or alteration, hitherto continued?- 

4. It couldnot buthee athing praiſeworthy and goodly, if as | 
there is one Law for prediall tithes, the whole land thorougle 
out, ſo there might bee likewiſe for perſonall tithes. * + |} 

5. Itisarate ſofmall,a pay fo tollerable, forthe people, (& 


— yetwhetethe pariſh is any thing populous, reaſonably compe+ _ 
' tentforthe miniſteralſo ) that a letler or eaſier cannot” with -| 
any reaſon or cquitic bee deſired, Forit is nothing ſomuch a3 - 


-cithet_ 


The Maintenance of the Minifteric: Þgs Chap. 9. 
either the husbandman dooth. viually pay, or as the tradeſe 
man & artificer ſome yeares otherwiſe, of rightought: to pay. 
6, Sccing it cannot bee denied , butthat by mcancs thereof, 
the miniſters of Londoxliucin very good. & Scholcr-like ſorte, 
in ſo much that (to the praiſe thereof bee it ſpoken) There 5: not 
a poore ana needy miniſter among them: The people allo ſeeing 
thereby their miniſterie to bee good, and the Golpell to flouriſh 
among them, yeecld it with greate contentation 3 what haue the 
miniſters of the places, townes and Cities ſpeciallic, offen- 
ded, that they may not bee as well prouided for as they of Lon- 
aon? Arcnottheirlabours and ſtudics as deare vnto them? Are 
they not Paſtours-in the ſame Church, and memb crs of the 
ſame kingdome ?-Or what hauc the people of other places, 
(townes and Cities ſpecially)committed , that they alſo ſhould 
not bee as duely prouided for of a good miniſtcrie, and of able 
tcachers, as they of London ? Arethey not members of the ſame 
Church and kingdome, & their ſoules redeemed with the ſame x.Sam.2. 6 
price? but thatthe one as if they were the offpring of E/,ſhould Aarh.g.3s. 
bee faine to croweh for apeece of filuer, and a merſel of bread? and the 4mos.Y. 11, 
other like the people of our Sauiours time (but none taking 
compallion vpon them ) ſhould bee left diſperſed and ſcattered 
abroad to ſeeke here and there for the word of God,as ſacep hawing 
noſhrepheard?. it | 
7. If that courſe planted in Londenſo long time ſince, euen in 
time of. Ponte whiſk yet the Law for perfonall tithes ſtood in 
his greateſt (trength,and the offerings & other deuotions of the 
| people tothe Churchwere 7, I might ſay infinite times more 
then now they arc, was foundeuen then 'to bee moſt necellarie 
andftfor both ſides, to bee a meanes of great agreement and 
content betwixtthe people & Paſtour,'and more beneficiall. for 
the Church it ſelfe, becing at a certaine compolition,then the 29- 
certaintie of thoſe tithes: No man isable to ſhewany reaſon why 
now, the ſtatute for perſonall tithes beeing very weake and vn- 
ſufficient;the devotion and offerings of the people beeing come 
a$.it were to nothing,ſuch a complition and cer:aimtie ſhould not 
be fitteſt and molt necetlarie the whol- land over, 
8. Laſt.of all, Imagine the Londoners did deale at this pre- 
ſcnt with their miniſters as the tradeſmen 8& artificers of many 


places.doc;that is, did yeeld ynto the winter, but two pence 
We . EE - Co AS OS. 


ee Fr beatdanevraflactalaſinte: - 


a PCCcce at Eaſter, and if any thing OucF, yet but ; what 't dC 
ſelaes hiſt; no' certarntte, leſſe for his whole 'yeares: labours, ang! 
£7 for all ducties commonly, then the country miniſter, belides 
Aquila non his glcebe, and beſides his great and ſmaller tithes, receiveth: 
Capit muſcas. for his E:fter booke onely;is it probable, oris itpoſlible, there 
Et, would-notwithſtandingbe in London, as many learnedand wor-- 
thy preachers as now there are of the Goſpel of Chrift,/atid'the' 

_ preaching of the word flouriſh and abound therein as nowit: 
doth? no man I thinke will be fo ſencelctle as fote conceine' 
and aftirme; for v%i cadaver, ibs aqumile. Why then ?is it not ea- 
fie for men to conceiue, If they will not be blinz, how expedient it 
were for other places to be prouded for;as it istand howdanye.! - 

rous and hurtfull for them:that they be not? » 7 010 ie 
ObicHlion. The onely thing that I ſce can here-agajnſtbe obieded,is; 
The (tate and condition of. other places, is not likevntothe' 
Cittic of L91dovy, And why ? Becauſe in London there is no' 
meaaes in the world, in diuers of their pariſhes (perſonall tithes 
being not paid by Computation) how to raiſe any maintenance, 
but by the houſe : butin other places there are ſome prediall 
tithes,or other-kind of perſonall tithes, whichare and calily may' 
be paid in theirkinde.  - -- * tut reg CRIES 
Auſwere,, This helpe 'andaugmentation-is but in fome-places only," 
For diucrs places there are, where the ſtate ofthe Citie of London" 
and of them in this reſpeis all one. Bo. 

2 Though in ſome places, there are more: prediall tithes 
then in L-ndon,yctthe pariſhes being notſo populous,nor' the 
rent of houſes ſo- great by a great-deale; the perſonal tithes"! 
(thoughratedaccording vnto Loxdon)muſt-necds be leffe :and” 
ſothe maintenance, one thing. conſidered with another, not* 
muchdifferent: ; 41/164 

"3 Be it (as in- ſome countrie- market townes) that in ſome | 
places, there are ſome prediall; or-otherperſonall tithes-to'be” 
patde in kinde ; yet doth it therefore follow , that tradeſmen; 
artificers, &c.of ſuch-places muſt-goe free, and' bee exempted” 
from maintenance of their miniſters ? Surely that cannot * . 
bee but an open iniurie, an apparant ſinne; ' For whatis'this* 
but to live by the (weat of other mens browes ? an'iniury t6.: 

totheir copariſhners; And how hath the miniſter a'parrofall'a** 
mans goods?And what doth he in this caſe but rake wages hs 
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_ The Kamtenanceofthe eof the Miniſlerie. i157 Chap. 9. 
do) another. ſeraice 2 ovratherbeing duely.and well payd by-ſom© | 
of his pariſhioners(the kusbandwmen)yſerue the brhier, the eradeſ? 

mer: for nonght? or 'of ſome-part'oÞ goods;,/bee' detratided/of 

other ſortes? And (o whereas hisliuing might be ſufficienrand 

good, ifall didtheir dutic,-now-the greateſt number withdraws 

ng , it is very ſparing andlittle, Adouble/injuric to the mi- 

niſter, [1020 LF HUDOMNTCY YDITOW VIINO (Hz UN 3580 - 

- Some HRT WY That ih-diuers'places, they 2. Obied. 

bee alrcady rated by the houſe though vor in! proportion as 

London. 43; $63 CELTS 1 | L- | "4 ; 5. 

But thoſe rates, ( the timesconſidered, the auailes of the Anfr. 

Churche then and now cemparedYare commonly {6/ fmall' and 
vnreaſonable,thatthey canwithno equitie;reaſon &conſcietice 

bee accounted indifferent& fit to [tand!: See For thiis: mote, ply: 
129.1;0,& 131, inthetitle of Cuſtomes. EUALTTEOY 
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Sheweth, how Aangerons and unprofitable vhitiwien tutn' in reſet? of 
their outward and temporall eftatet its, to bee illiberail and ontr- 
ſparing to their miniſters.” And onthe other fide how grateful to 
Cod, bowproftable and girl 1 thenfeles jo be eral nd 
bountiful towardsthein, : 1 —_ , SFROTSE 1 1 #7 my | | n | 
6s - 
© For whatſoener a'man ſaweth;that alſo ſhall he reape; | 
15 16 8T INTE] HIRE SE WOLTERS. ID 16,11 47 IX 


His laterclauſc of this 7; Y/er/.(asT noted in the beginning) 
T's a confirmation of the former clauſe and doftrine, by an 

Argument'or reaſon taken ab exext#, from the'good or cuil 
cucnt;and {iiccefle, which ſhall & will (whethey men will orno) 
follow of mensactions, good orcuill;egquall ot vnequill,in this 
behaffe®! 15 190 6 400] 1 A SIRUE TROW (POCe td 
The words may diuerfly bee taken. Forthey may bee refcr- 
red, cithcrto the qualitie ofthings, as they are' commonly read, 
what/oeuer a man ſoweth,that alſo ſpall be reape : or tothe quantitie, 
as of ſome they ate expounded, ar amr /eveth, ſoſhall hee reape. | 
The former ſenſe intendethythat ny as it isa thing both - 

. I 3 natu-- 


e58 The Maintenance of the Miniflerte, 
' naturall andordinaric, That a man reap ſuch corneas. hee dooth / 
ſowc;thetefore ifany doo employehis goods tothis ſo good & 
necellaric an, vic, viz. the Mamtenante of the Miniſter , hee ſhall 
reap good fruitethereof accordingly, that is ſpirituall thinges, 
Butthat whoſocuer refuſcthto doo, and employeth his goods 
 onely about prophane & worldly matters, hee ſhall reape. there: 
after: if any, onely worldly commodities. So our Apoſtle (ce. 
\ , - methtocxplicatchis meaninginthe next yerſe, where he faith: 
far hethat ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape corruption: but hee 
' that ſowcth tothe ſpirite, ſhall of the ſpirite reape life exerlaſting. For, 
.. toſow vato the flcſhis to prouidefor the neceſlaries or. pleaſy- 
 xcs of this preſent life, no.reſpeR had of the life to come, That 
whoſodooth, ſhal reape that which he dooth ſowe, that is, that 
which will ſoone be loſt,periſh& conſume; happely beſides and 
withal,ſhame & confuſion, On the other ſide,theſpirite becing 
here taken for the ſpirituall life, to ſow vnto the ſpirite is to kh, 
pe heauen morethenearth, the kingdome of God morethen 
the riches of this world, & therevpon(ſo to order our lifc,that we 
may aſpircto the kingdome'of heauen, and ſo to employ our 
goods,that they mayfurther vs therein, by procuring vnto ys, 
by &with them thoſe things that perteine to pictic &.rcligion: 
notſparing thelſctranſitoric goods,ſa as by ther, wee may get 
vntovs ſpiritual, heauenly,& neuerfading treaſures, +... .. _ 
Hence thence wee learne firſt, if wee lay out our goods vpon - 
worldly things, to buy vs houſes, lands and poſſeſſions here on 
carth, to procure vs wealth and treaſures of this life, or which is 
worlc,to maintaine & increaſc our pleaſures & delights 3 ſuch as 
wee [ceke we ſhal finde,as we ſow we ſhal reape, that is,at the beſt 
hand,luch treaſures & riches as ruſt & moath will conſume, as 
thicues may breake in & ſteale from vs: ſuch as time it ſelfe will 
take from vs, or vs from them. For; all theſe things how dearly 
ſocuerthey are bought, howfarre ſocuer they are ſought, how, 
carctully ſocuer theyarc kept, yet doo, mult, and will turne to. 
corruption. Andthen what auailcth all the labour and toile that 
wee hauc taken, all the coſtes & charges wee haue ſpent, allthe 
time and trauell wee haue beſtowed, in gctting to ys ſuch things, 
as will conſumeand cometo nothing, as will be gone, cucn. 48, 
; {ooncasthey bee gotren, & ſuch as wee can by no, meancs;cary, 
| - Afat. 16.26. hence with Va! Specially what profiteth it a many] hee pn Reva L 
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woMla and Joſe his anne ſole ? what helpeth itifourbarnes befill, 
our ſtorchouſes full, our cellars full, ourcotfers fall, and ſo furl] 
thatwee can ſcarcetell where to beltow more, 'ifthatvoice ohee 
found inour cares, Thow fools this Night ſhall they fetch thy ſoute 
awaic from thee, and then whoſe ſhall all theſe thinges bee which rhow 
haft gathered? 1 denienot, but thatthere isa moderate care ; & a 
Jawfall leckingafter theſe things tobe permitted and vicd: but 
beware we, that this bec not cither our onely , or our chicfeft 
care. For theend will ſurcly then bee corruption; andnot' cor- 
ruption onely, but (as ſome tranſlate the word in this place)s- 
reritn, deltruftion, perdition'too.” Where thele things ate , 
ſo ſought, that true treaſures are wholly negteRed,andvnthele 7 
our wealth &ſubſtanceis ſo employed, that little ornothing is « 
beſtowed on heauenly things, the recurne; the harueſt, mult « 
nceds bee thereafter, that is; wantof what wee moſtn 
_ of thatwe ſhould chiefly have found, dt ens entutl 
2. Then ſecondly on th'otherfide, if wee lay-our our. goods 
onſpirituall vſcs, for furtherance ofreligion 3/ Adaintenance of the 
AMinterie, to hauc the. Goſpell preached, &c. then, as hee that 
ſoweth wheat, ſhal reapewheat: & he that plitethgood trees;ſhal 
hauc good fruite: ſo he thatemployeth his goods*to fo! good, 
holy & heaucnly vics,ſhal reap, &recciue, accordingly; increaſe 
of knowledge, furtherance inreligion, & finally by the good vicand 
lentifull benefit of thoſe things, which by his worldly.goods 
c hath ſo procurcd;erernall life. Maruailenot atthis. Forthiicle 
things follow'by aineccflaric confequerit/one vpon another, 
Wee cannot be faued but by faith,we cannot haue faith without 
preaching, wecan not haue preacbing without maintenance for 
preachers: If therefore our goods doo yceld vs the one, we may. 
lay, That by our goods wee attaincthe other; Wiledome .iszat 
to beboughtfor mony,nor (properlytoſpeake)to be obreinal 
for muchgold..7ob. 28. 15. Gold ſhal ner be ginenforit; noir jbal 
filuer be weighed for the pricetheresf. Jt ſhall not bevilced withtne 
wedg of gold of Ophir or with the precious Onixc,ere. Yettecing God 
dooth a[ thingsby meanes..2.Sa».14-14. Experiencedotiihey,,, 
That monyand goods do0vſually/procure earning, learning, 
breedeth knowledge,:knowledge caufethynderſtanding; and. 
fo oftentimesthorough knowledgeand learning procured by 
mony as by mcancs, wiſedome it ſeife #5 attained, SO, —_— 
© cfcern 
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1 TheManicnanceofthe Minilerie.” _ 
eternall life 4che gift of Goldtbarongh Telus Gheiift ow Lards\Rup, 
6. 23. and isnotto beeattcined of ourfelucs;nor to beobteingy 
- with mony,, nor any this worldes goods; yet\{ceingGoddooth 
giuc.his gifts by mcanes, ſeeing maintenance.may procure preg. . 
ching, preachingknawledge; knowledge faith,aod che cndofay | 
faith 4s theſaluation of our fonles,v Pe 1t:9; rut It is ailothithy | 
the good employment ofour zranſ{itoric goods, wee 1nay! {4s - 
our Apoltle herevicth the Phraſe) reapeat rig ener 1 
1s, is not that goods. properly which: cauſcth: this ;..but the 
-preaching.of the word! the publiſhing af) the! Gofpell;-which * 
Aezingtheyby whanvyit muſtbeproaachedandpublificd.yat, 
' bee mech arid-fiot-Angels ; and:mulſtliuve, nothike: Chameltont, 
by the aire, butas'meri with ordinaric | maintcnance) Hardly:can 
- bee had withouttheJaying outofour, goods; :And:therefofe.g | 
AZ. 10.” ;Cotnelize;bicing toldthat 'S.: Peter ſhould: come:andſpeaketo | 
" him, wordes whereby hee andall ny bauſe ſtiduldbeofancd tknewhull | 
-wcll;tharieecoruld not hate: P#terito fpeake thoſt wotds' unto 
| him; vuletſe hee would ſend for Peter, receiuc hit, Srentertaine * 
; himz(which hee did ioytully-andliberallic)ſoin'vaine-it is'for 
vs tolooke:to;hauc: the Goſpel].publiſhed:, the word af-Gatl | 
 preached;;theoway of ſaſuatign opened aſhongivs;; vnlefſc: wee | 
will with'our goodsentertainetnoſe by whom it may mdſhould |? 
| beedone , nor ſtanding vponthe charge, ſo wee may-haue the 


thing. F | | 208 -1 
| Looke nowwhich is the beſt employment; Wee ſee the fruite | 
. of rhe-onc and of the other. . What iwee lay exit-vpon worldly | 
vſes, yeelds vsat the moſt; butworldly-profits which of-it ſalfe || 
in time, will turneto corruption 5 happely( whicty iswotle Yito 
del{truction,to ſhameand confulion.. What wee laic:out vpor 
religious vics, will yeeld vs atthe leaft;the vie of religion,of the | 
Golpell, of heauenly,things amongvs; happely (which is:due- | 
telt of all.) eucrlaſting comfort, and eternal]\life/-For the wow ? 
taught, as ſeed ſowen, is ſeldotne without good Frulitez but taken | 


firme roote inſome;, 3 ore GY LS 1 TOE I 
,»- Why then, Sccing weowill not ſparetoſay ove: much. to-ght- | 
, ,there by onl y alittle worldly benefit; thould ve bec ſpa gb g.aflc | 
,loth rolay outbur'a little, to-geevs great. ſtore! of) ritual} any ; 
 heaucnly goods? As God hath allowed vs ſixe"daies fora | 
owite labours) for wordlyworks and bulines;-ard roquiret hot | 
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The Maintenance of the Minifierie, 161 
the ſeuenth, for his ſcruice,and our (, piritualvſcs:fo-is he content 
that of our goods, we ___ nine parts forcarthly purpolcs, 
for worldly vics, and looketh onely thatthe rexth part, hisowne 
portion,asthe cropandchiefe of ourſubſtance, be em loyed 
to his honour and our-owne good. If this we refuſe, and(as if we 
were all body and no foul, had hope onely of this life,and none 
of that to come, or cared altogether for this carth,and de ſpiſed 
heauen) will imploy all our goods wholly and folc!y vpon the 
world , for carthly profit, ſhall we not ſhew cur {clucstoo vr- 
mindetu}l of heauen, vneratefull to God, ard vrmercafull 
to our ſHules ? And ſhall not the fanlt bee oncly ours, if wee be 
left without teaching without inftrution, andeonſequent- 
lie without ſaſuation ? (For where Prephecie failerh, the people pe=. 
rſh. Progerb. 29.18.) ſceing Wee refuſe to cntertaine fuch as 
ſhould teach vs, and count the colt and charge thercot (as we 
tearme &) betrer{aued 2? It will goe hard withvs atthelaſt day, 
the day of reckoning, when eucry man mult giue account of 
the employment of all his goods, ifwe ſhall aunſwere, thatwe = 
hauc employed all vpon prophane and worldly vſes. And if, . 
beingto giuc a reaſon, why wee wanted the Goſpel and liued 
without preaching, deltitute, of knowledge and vnderſtan- 
ding , wee bee inforced whether wee will or ne ( for then 
truth muſt be vttered, difſembling will take no place, preten- 
ſes and vaine excules will not ferue, for God will not be moc- 
ked and dcluded) we be inforced-1 ſay, to teſtihe with our 
owne mouthes;. /t was, Becanſe wee refuſed 10 imploy our goods to 
any ſuch les. Let vs not therefore be deceined, for what a man /0+ 
__ that,onciy that, ſhall he al/o reape. Arid hitherto of the for- 
mer ſenſe. rel 123 1h | | 

2 Letvs likewiſe conſider 'of the other ſenſe of the wordes : 
which reſpeteth the quantitic, and intendeth, that as a_ man 
ſoweth, cither ſparingly or liberally,ſo ſhall he reap. He thet ſ0- 
weth ſparingly, ſhall reap: ſparingly ; but he thatſoweth plenti- 
fully, ſhall reap plentifullic ;lignifying that benefits are not in+ 
vaine beſtowed vpon the miniſters © the Goſpel, for they ſhall 
rcturnewith-greater fruit,. cuen of worldly increaſc. . For cucn 
as the hushandman that ſoweth his ſe=d inthe field, doth at har- 
ueſt receſue the ſane with great increaſe : So they: that be libe- 


rall oftheir-goods vnto the preachers of the Goſpel, and _ 
. | | es | | cT 
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ters of the word, ſhall at length receiue fruite thereof, yiy 
Geds blefling and increaſe vpon them cuen in temporall 
things: Whercas contrariwiſe , they which , . thinking allts 
be loſt,and as it were ſo much caſt away, that the miniſter hath 
from them,and themſclues to be! mpoucriſhed and hindred by 
imparting to them of their goods, are therefore ſparing and 
cruel{ vato them, ſhal in ſeed of plentice findeſcarſitic,and reape 
according to their deferts and doings, penury and want. And 
to this ſenſe ſeeme our Apoſtles words, verſc. 9. belt to agree, 
where ioyning this particular dotrine of the miniſters mainte- 
nance with other more generall, he concludeth them all inthis 
ſort; Let vs not be weary of well dotng:for un duc tins: we ſhal reap,if we 
faint not. As it were intimating,”That whereas menarc loth many 
times to lay out their goods on necellary and fpirituall vſes, 
for teare lea{t ſothem(clues ſhould want,that indeed ſuch laying 
out is the very direct way,to make theſame increaſe,becaulcitis 
as the calting of ſeed into the ground ; which, as nature and ex- 
perience daily teacheth, dothand will returae with great profit, 
and increaſe. SOFT &H 
" This ſenſe if we follow (as ſome expolitors doe, and indeede 
It agreceth very well with the Scriptures otherwhere) the wordes 
doc yceld a twofould reaſon or cauſe why to be liberall and 
not ſparingthis way:and that is in regard of the euent that will 
follow vpon it, euen conccraing our temporalleſtate, namely 
penury and want,it we be ſparing and niggardly :2:plenty and 
aboundance if we be libera{l.l wilſpeak ſomewhat of cach cuent 
ſe 1crally. Y ILSS 
The metaphoror ſimilitude, itſelfe,of ſowing and reaping, 
whichthe Apoille in this place vſcth, importcth thus much, 
that as naturaliy he that ſoweth butlittle can reap but little;fo 
he thatto this vic, viz. tne ſeruice of Gud, the maintenance of 
the miniſter, beſtoweth but little,ſhall thriue thereafter, 'Herce 
unto agrecth that which we read.//al.1.12.. Tos hee offered that 
which was torne aud ihe lame and the ſicke: ſhould I Accept this at your 
hanas jaiththe Lord? But curſed be he which bath #n his flocks a male, 
and voweth and ſacrificeth vuto the Lord a corrupt tha : for 1 ama 
preat kins, /aith the Lord of hoſts, and my names terrible among the 
heather. In which words all they arc condemned, thatoffcrto . 
God,they carenotwhat:any thing is good cnough.And the obs 
| | 166-2; 
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The Maintenanceof the Miniſlerie, 
phette!ls them that they procure themſclues by ſo dotngthe 
curſc of Godzasalſo is more plainly declared, Cap... whicre a- 
gaine thus the Lord expoltu'ateth with his people: Fill a mar 
[poile ts Gogs? Tet hane ye ſpoiled mee. But yeſay Where in haxe we 

 fpoyled thee? and he anfweres in tithes and oferines.And it toilows, 
Therfore are yee curſed with 2 cur ſe;tor _ have ſooyied.me, 26679 
the whole nation, Verle.s, of the ſame Chap. there is an heauy 
comminatian agatiuſt ſuch as keepe backe the wages of the 
bircling. I »:/({aith God) come neere 10 youto magemriit, ond [ 
wil ve a [rift itunes agaznſi thoſewhich wroze fully beep becke the hirc= 
li2gs wages. Itis grounded vps the law of God. Leg. 13 Der24. 
14.15.The words indeedeare ſpoken ina more large and genc- 
rall ſenſe then this in queſtion : kut ſeeing that Lk, 10.7.1.7ims, 
5.18. and Num. 18,21. the pay and maintenance of the miniſter 
is called his hire and wages, that generall including all particu- 
jars, may well, without any wronge to the text, be applicd to 
this purpoſe. «EG 

Now as God threatning a curſe may ſeeme to allude to his 
owne law, where pronouncing curſes, they are ſuch as con- 
cerne mens outward cſtates, according to the expretle wordes, 
thereof Dexr.2$ 16.totum,Leait.26. and other where in ſundry. 
places: So what ſpeciall curſe and kinde of puniſhment in this : 
place, hedoth mcane (in hope ſuch may credit others, as hap- ; 
pely will ſuſpet my iudgement) let S, Hierom? ſhew it who wrt- Hierom. 2 
ting vpon that place of 4a. before ailedged.C.z. 8.doth inthe 
perſon of God paraphraſtically explane it thus?For that yce haue 
not paid me mine offcrings,therefore n fe.mine and pexurie ye are 
accurſed, and me have yee decciued and defrauded.Behold the 
yeare is compleatand ended, and nothing isbrought into my 
treaſuries, but all into your owne ſtorchoules : and therefore for 
the tenthsand firſt fruites, which had beene but aſmali matter 
for you to haue giuen me, Tou hawe loft all the plentie of your poſſ:ſ- 
frons, and the abundance of your fruztes. But that you may know, 
that this is done by me in mine anger, becauſe yee hauc defrau- 
ded meof my part, Iexhort and admoaith you, that hence- 
foorth yce pay me that which is mine, & then willI reftore vato 
you that which-is yours: that is, the other 9 parts.uhich,as S. 

Ang.obſcrues,God doth ofte take away from them that rei uſe to Augyft. 

ty. , SA pay 


127 Chap. 8. 
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' pay to God his tenth:his words be plaine, Serm. de temp. 21g, 
| Duid ana? ſupputas ? Nonem t1bs partes retratte ſunt, quia decimany 
Avon... + dare a:lmſt;, Whercupon dolt thou greedily reckon ? The nine 
-  parisare taken from thee, becauſe thou woudelt not pay the 
tenth. For , ( as he ſaith a little after ) This is the Lords 
molt juſt cuſtome, that it thou wilt not” giue him ts tenth 
parte, thou thalt bee rexoked or brought ro 4 tenth. What hee 
FI" mcaneth by rhat ſpeech theweth Atacenſis, trait, ae dec. where 
* citing thelaid ſentence of S. Augnſtine, he expoundeth itthug: 
ad dec. enocaberts, id elt, nouem partes amuter. Thou ſhaltbe re. 
uoked to the tenth, that is, Thou ſhalt looſe thy nine parts, An 
catic thing with God,if a man withhold from him his tenth, to 
make him, in ſtcede of gaining a tenth part (which he ſeckes to. 
gaine by keeping it from the miniſter) ro /eeſe ten rimzes as much 
another way, Allo inthe Glotle vpon the decrees, Cap. 4atorer, 
16.4.17.S. Anugrſt.1s cited,aslayin o.,that Therfore now a dates there 
are ſo often tempeſies and ſterilutics of Sea and Lande, dearth of vittys | 
alls, mortalities andfamines, becauſe people doe not pay to God 
their Tenthes, And inthe ſcrmon We allcadged hee faith 
dircaly ; What wouldeſt thoudoe, if taking to himſclfethe 
nine parts, God had left thee but the. tenth? which ſurely is | 
cuennow done, when as the bleſſing of the raine being with- 
held, thy hungry harueft faileth,and cither the haile hath ſrait- 
fen , onthe froft hath fcorched thy vintage. And Jet vs 
not thinke but that this reacketh farther then to the hul- 
bandinan ; vnletle we (uppoſe with the heathen Syrians, That 
xReg.20,2 3 0#r Godir the God of the mountaines, and not of the v.ullies, of the 
| land,and not ofthe (ea, | 
Vnto thefe two Fathers, I will adioyne the words andde- 
termination of two auncient Councels, and fo the iudgement: 
Concit ot many F athc 3 at ONCE, The eneis Concil.Tribur. whichCap. 
Tribar. L:. bringeth in God,{peakxing thus $Da mihi dectmam, &-c. Giue 
Syned. me my tCntl, if tho Wall not niue mee my tenth , [ will take 
Arelas. ad" {nd If t105t wit owe mee my tenth, ] wilt multiplie thy 
rine, The otner is-Syn7d. Arelat. 1. Cap, [97 which afarineth. 
that No mm can giue acceptable almes of the veſt , wnleſſe firſt 
he (eparate the tenth wntothe Lords, Which (ſaith that Coun- 


Ld 


ccil) hee bath appointed or relcrued for himſelfe from the begin* 
W128 > and tat W941) gYHaging to Pax that tenth, are therefore oft — 
brought 1 
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The Maintenance of the Minifterie. 
bronght toa tenth patte. According wherevnto it hath beene lon g 
linceheld foracale of conſcience amon g the Canomſtes very 
clcare; Thata man not proſpering ypon aliuin g which herents, 
if itbce found chat hee hath wor ved to pate his nithes well his Lond- 
Lordis not bound in conſcience toabate him his rent;becauſe it 
-is to be preſumed, That becauſe hepateth his tithes no better, God 
doth preriſh hy , and will not ſeffer him to proſper, And the like 
ſenſe and notice ſeemeth at this day to reſt, as recceiued by tra- 
dition from former times, in the harres and minds of many of 
our owne country people, hxsbarc/men , who are found to make 
ſuch conſcience of paying their Tithes, which they very aptly 
and truclie call Gods part, thatthey thinke they ſhould not prol- 
per (as men that haue robbed Gol himſelfe) inthe reſt of their 
goods, Which part of godly fcare becing wiped out of the 
 mindes of others,makes them many timesto defiletheir hands 
with this ſinne without remorſe:& to yndoe & ouerthrow them- 
{clucs withoutany notice of the true-cauſe thercof. 
Now hauing ſpoken thus much ofthe diſprofit & hurte that 
ariſcth in defrauding the miniſter of his due, in communicating 
. to him our of goods ſparingly, it is calieto gather on the other 
{ide, that by conſeq, Itfor i[liberalitic and ill dealing , men bec 
. puniſhed, thatfor Liberalitic and vpright dealing in this kinde, 
men are blctled of God. For firſt generallic, That God doth & 
will blefſe them that keep his commaundements & ordinances, 
 isathing ſo out ofall queſtion, that it were monſtrous impictic 
todoubt of it. And this becinga principall commaundement, 
appertayning tothe firſt table, Gods owne immediate worſhip, 
it muſt needs bee likewiſe, that the greater bleſſings doo attend 
vpon it. Fer God hath ſayd,T hem that honour mee, 1 will honour: & 
they that deſpiſe me ſhal be deſpiſed. 1. Sam. 2. z0. Then for the par- 
ticular,we haue God himſcltc the giuer of all bleſſings, ſpeaking 
thus, al.z.10.Bring ye al the tithes into theſtorehouſe,that ther may 
bee meat in my houſe. And prone me now therewith ſaith the Lora of 
' boaftes ,if I will not open the windawes of heauen vato you , aud pore 
you out a bleſſing without meaſures, And Iwill re buke the dewourcr 
for yoar ſakes, and hee ſhall not d:ftroie the fruite of your ground:neuther 
ſhall the vine bee barren inthe field, faith. the Lord of hoaitz, To 
this accordeth Sa/omor, Proucrb. z. g. where he ſaith: Honour the 


Lorde with thy riches, and with the firit fruits of all thine mereaſe. So 
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fall thy Barnes bee filled with abundance , and thy preſſes burſt with 
zewwine, Neither arc the words of the imitatour of Salomon, 1 
meane Jeſxs the ſonne of Syrach,in this caſe vnworthy to hee te. - 
cited, who Eccleſiaſticxs. 35. 6. hath thus: The offering of the right« 
co145 maketh the altar fat,and the /pzell thereof is ſweet before the Lyrdy, 
Gine the Lorde his honour with a good and liberall ere, &- diminiſh not © 
the firſt fruits of thine hands, Tnall thy gifts ſhew atoifull countenance; 
and dedicate thy tuhes with oladnes. Gine vnto the moſt highe accar. 
ding as hee hath enriched thee; and looke what thine hand is able , gine 
with « cherefull eie: for the Lord recompenſeth it, and will giue 7, times 
as much, To thele, forſomuch as the Temple and miniſterie of 
the Temple bee Connmexa, wee may adde that of the Prophet 
Haggai, cap. 2. 19. Conſider I praie you in your minds, from this daie 
and afore,from the 24. date of the 9. moneth, euen from this daie that 
© » the foundation of the Lord: temple was laid. Conſider it I aie in your 
minds: Is the ſeed yet inthe Barne, as yet the vine arid the fig-tree, & \ | 
the Pomgranate and the oline tree hath not brought foorth. From this © 
daie Iwill bleſſe yor, viz. with all kinde of plentie, & abundaunce 
of wealth and riches. OY 
Obi But what arctheſe to vs? Theſe things were ſpoken. to' the 
te(t, 4 # | 
lewes, and of their times. Anſw. | 
Anſoo Yes, they perteine to vs alſo; for God is no ane | 
"_ As'they ſhewvs how hee would blet{e his owne people, it they) | 
did mainteine his prieſts and Leuits as hee appointed: (o, ſeeing 
God refpeRteth his miniſters nowno lefſethen in thoſe times, . 
they doo alſo ſhew, That hee will bleſſe vs too, it wee doo 
mainteine them, as hee hath appointed. The one 18 a ſeruice 
and facrificeno lefie acceptable vnto him then the other, as our 
Apoſtlealſo theweth molt excellentlic in the laſt Chap. to the 
Prl'p.F. 10, Now I reiviceinthe Lorde greatlie, that now at the | 
laſt , yeeare renined againe to care for mee, Yee haue done well that © 
Jee aid communicate vnto mine affliftion. Not that I deſire a gift, but | 
F ae(rre the fruite which mate further Your rec knng. Now [ hanere 
cerned all and bane plentie. I was enen filled, after that I had receiued 
of Epaphroditns that which came from Jou , an odour that [melleth 
| [weet, a Sacrifice acceptable ara pleaſant winto God, And 7) God foal 
Felfull all your neceſoitics thorough his riches in Chriſt Teſus, Oo Ces. } 
Scewhat words of affcionare here. what commendation ot _ 
mis dutic our Apoſtle giueth. 7t is # ſacrifice acceptable & pleaſalt = 
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to God: he retoiceth at 'ﬆt : bedefireth it notſo much forhis owne 
need, though hee were inneceſlitie, as for their riches: that by 
it their acconnte mightbee augmented: and for it, God (as hee 
alſurcth them) world fulfill all their neceſcities. Syrach ſaith, Ged 
will reconjpenſe ut 7. fold. Salomonallureth that fo thy barnes /ralbee 
filled: and the preſſes enen burſt with abundance; And God him /elfe 
faith: if they would but prooue him vpon this point , they 
ſhould fee how hee world open the windowes of heauen , aud pore 
downe bleſcings ; that hee would rebuke the Denuoxrer, and make their 
tand to bee a pleaſant land, &c, What words might God have vſed 
rather thenthele, to perſwade vs in this point, to flop their 
mouthes andanſwere all them, thataccount the mainteance of 
the miniſter to bee a matter of charge, and them(clues to bee 
empouerithed thereby? Hee will haue ys to know, that he doth 
recampentec it camfeyore with aduantage ; and that it is a ſurer 
way to makea man rich, thenthe imployment of it in any other 


courſe. Periphars houle & all that hee had was bleſſed for Iolephs G,,, TH 


| - GON NC 2. Sams. 6. 
wydowes [tore by reaſon of Elias. Euenſo men are blciled, bet- ; ,_ 


ſake: The houſe of Obed Edows becauſe of the Arke : and t 


tered, and enriched : not beggered , hindered ur impoueriſhed 
by the miniſter of God , when hee is mainteined as hee ſhould bee. 
God deales with men in this caſe. as husbandmen with their 
grounds, The ground which of it ſelfc is fertile, & yeelds them 
| moſt ſtore, they toile and keep beſt, they plant and ſow moſt, 


that it may the better yeeld them increaſe: And Gol , thoſe - 


that ſhew themſclucs moſt thanketull vato him, by paying 
duclic his part, moſtlouing vato , and carctull for their mini- 
ſters, by maintcining them aright, hee doth moſt bleile: ma- 
keth their ſtoare molt increaſe, aud their labour beſt to proſper, 


thatſo they may bee morc and more able to doo their dutie,and 


further religion, «2% 
1." The godly Iewcs belecued thus: in conſideration whereof 


they viced of old,to call their Tirhes Dinuitzarum Seper, the hedge 


of their riches; as which did fenſeand preſerue infafctic their, 
- together with Gods part. Rab. Aq.in Pirt - Aboth.,, 

They taught it (as wee haue already ſcene) for doftrine cur- 
rantand worthy beleefe, That The Lord dooth recompence this kind 
of Lileraiie, & (will ginefor it 7. times aſmuch, Eccleſraſticas, 35. 
9. That thereby their barnesſoould bee filled with abnndance , and 
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63 T he Maintenance 67 the Mimjlerie. 
their preſſes run oner with new wine, Prouecrb.' 3.9. A 
cerd. &hon, Andyponallurance and perſwalion thereof vicdto pay their 
Aliz (gentes) rithes, and other accuſtomed dutics , not as our people often - 
gemente? K 159, with murmuring and grudging, ſparingly & fraudulentlie: 
coatzx v3x Be Fo EVE. 7-1 
mndem confe, 48 if they counted all loſt that went that waye-: but cheerefully 
nr, peroiz and gladly, libcrallie & molt iuftlic, as if they accounted them. 
quzltores ceu ſe[ues toreceinenotto yecld a benefit: and to bee beholdingts. ? 
peltem publi- the Leuits and pricſts thatthey did vouchſate to accept at theit”  ; 
ic Wa cauſas DANGS ſuch oblations, &c. $-e 41 
fingendo, re 2. Thedeuounter forte of the heathen thought thus, as withs. 
ad prellitms, nefſeth Died, 1c, (ib, 5. cap. 2. Biblith, who ſaith, that many of: 
tzmpus UWPU- the Roprances VOWeA & paydtheir Tithes to Hercwler: 1voſteag, fore 
Wu " ha « trnatiores fatli, & afterward became the wealthier : and that the. 
Cuſt»me of paying Tithcs began of this, That ſome of the hea« 


gens Siterdo- -U! o 
tb, debitam then Gods had told and promifed , that whoſo world offer unto 


pecuniam bes , hozy the tithes of all their goods, ſhould hane a happie life, &+ great in« . » 


| wee creaſe of wealth: which the heathen people belecuing to beetruey 


cnafi n6darer did obſcrueſuch payment. | 
ſed acciperet,' 3, Thatthis was alſo the faith and perſwaſion of the godly 


addens tauflas Chriſtians in auncient times,is very manifeſt by their Teltimo+ 
= RIGA nies, & their practiſe.” For S. Auguſt. faith expreſle] ye Our fores 1 


& gratiar, ac ,. #4 i n cd . 3 
es om popula- fathers therfore abounded in all kinde of wealth and plentie, bes: - 


riter, idque Cauſe they duely payd to God hrs tithes, and to Ceſar his tribute; 
quoranms,nec Anqa little afterin the ſame place, in the perſon of God,he ſpea- 
nar 6's" keth thus: what? wouldeſt 7 200 putoutthy goods to increaſe? 
ſed dacritte Wilt thow lay out little, and receive for it more? Behold, Giue : 
ſpontanea, , tomecthen faith the Lord: I doo receive little, , and giue forit | 
quanta nullis more. And otherwhere. O homines ſtmlti, &c. O men vnwile, | 
= ©; Whathurte doth God commaunde, (indemaunding the tenth} ©; 
rentibus. fiat hee ſhould not deſerne to bee hearde? Thou giueſt not 
this gratze, which thou ſhalt receiuc againe with great intereſt. * 
And a few lines following: Loe, Thou haſt inthe holy ſcriptures” 
Serm. ds Warrant fromthe Lord himſelfe , by which hee hath promiſed. | 
remp. 219, fhec, that If thou wilt give him thy Tithes, thou ſhalt receive 
de Decim, Potonly aboundance of fruites, but alſo health of body. Thy 
Pro. 3. 9. barves ( faith the ſcripture) ſhallbee filled with corne, and 
Exod.z0.12 ty preſſes flow ouer with wine; And, There ſhall notbe among 
Core. Trib, them any.plague nor infirmitie, The Councell of Tribwr. ( as 


cap. 13 YOu heard before) ſuppoſeth God to ſay thus vnto vs; Da mnt. | 
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decima, &c, Give mce the tenth: If thou gize mee thetenth, I will mal-. 
2;ply to thee the nine parts:& againe $ rergo querat aliquis, Cur decime 
dantar ? Sciat,&, If any therefore doe make a queſtion, why tithes. 
arc to hepaid?Let him-know that therfore they areto be piuen,thar 
by ſuch derotion God being pacified, may more largely afford vs thoſe things 
that be nece(ſarie.&c, $54 TAS”, ns 
 Itmay appeare alle by their praQtiſe, in that they did ſo gene- 
rally cucry whereallChriſtendome ouer, giue. vpand eſtabliſh to 
the Church their tithes both Predial and perſonall, 2.continue their 
oblations , and 3. beltowe-vpon the Church fundry endowments. 
of lands & potlelhions, &c.which how mightirbe they could poſl- 
bly in ſo gerteral,vniterme, krge andliberall manner and mcaſure 
cuer haue been induced vnto; had it notbeen,thatthey hel & belic- 
_ ued this-as a truth moſt certaine & vndoubted, That being liberall to 
. God and his miniſters, they ſhould'procure:God to be hiberall unto them: by 
dealing fanourably and vyrightly with the one , they (hanld obtaine fauour 
bl: ſing and profferitie ofthe other L- 2 
- | Nowasthe very heathen, the godly Iewes,and the auncient and 
maſtreligious Chriſtians belecued this to be true,viz. That by pay- 
Ingto God their tithes,and honoring him liberally with their goods, and by 
conſequence,by maintaining the miniſter of God in good and hberallſort, 
: they werent the poorer, but the richer, they did net Tender themſelues,but 
angde tbemſelues toproſper :.So mult we belceucalſo, vnlefie we do or »x- 

will imagine,rhat they all-were fooliſhly deceiued, & did they knew ,, 
not what,or (which God forbid) thinke that God. in. making ſuch ,_ 
promiſes and offers of bleſſings, and happines,doth butteed & de- 
cciue vs with vain words, but draw vs on with friuolous alluremets ** 
to hinder & vndo our {clues.But Be net we deceined. God neither will > 
be mockt with in this. mattcr at our hands, nerdoth. he mocke & 
delude vs:what he promiſeth he will make good, He hath wel wher-- 
withall to doc it, If we ſowe plentifully, we ſhall one plentifully.. | 
God(faith S. Aug.)isalwaics ready to do vs good, but heis oft (ſtayed S; Leguf.. 
fro doing it,throughthe malice& wickednes of men,who wil have | 
the Lord God to gtue themall things,and, yetthey will not(of that 
they haue) offer or giue tohim any thing againe.. Heercof let men 7 
conlideryell, Seria reragitur.. It is a matter of importance that isin 9 
hand:&'ſuch as concernescuery manvery much.Hercby ſhall al.be 55 
tryed. Iknow that men do now adaics reſpeR profitand gaines not 
a little : and will notdeny, bar, that (as the world now goes.) men 
nad need to vic any good courſe they. may,toſauc and [parc;to ger 
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© ndincreaſe their goods.But let men be aduiſed, that in this matte 
© they runnotawrong courſe,and whereby they think to ſauca little, 
_-* they lecſe much: &fearingts lay out anything, they gaine nothing, 
 Tnnocaſe more therfinthis, is that fultilled which Salomos hath, 
Pronerb.11. 24. There is that ſcattereth , and 1s the more increaſed: 
but he that /pareth more thents right,ſurely commeth to poxertie, And 
+ ponderaright,whether of the two they ought to belceue ; Humane 

K. 27 and caraall imaginatiogs that ſuppoſe menare hindred,or God tha _ 
> Faith theyare enriched thereby : mens vaine fantalie,thatfay it is a 
| burthen, a charge, avery beggering of the place, to maintaine 
_ theminiſter liberally,or Gods word that teacheth,it is a benefit, the 
way to riches, the dire meanes to get aboundance,wealth;g pro- 
ſperitic: worldly & couctous motions which infinuate,thatto haue 
lefſe teaching, and preaching,leile exercife of religion is moſt for 

their profit,and beltfor theplace,or Chriſt himſclte which teſtifi., 

eth and allureth vs, that if we /eeke the kingdome of God,which is there 
principally found, where the preaching of the wordis moſt plenti. 
full, all theſerhings.theſe outward,tranſitorie & worldly things which 
{crue for this preſent life onely,/pall bee added, andas it were were ex» 


 aburdanti, throwne in vnto vs,and come vnlookedfor, 


4%; »  Þ. Hs 


| Corppr ehengeth, T he fumme and concluſion of the whole diſcomrſe, And ; 
acelareth ſome motinesthat hane put the Authour m hopegthat bu © 
labonr ſhal not be withoutſome good effet:which'G od for hss Goſpels 


ſake vonchſafe. Amen, BN 
N Owthauc I through Gods Aſiltzce,broght toan endthe expli- 
cation of this parcell of (cripture, that teacheth al.men the wil 
& rule of God,touching the ordinariemaintenance of the miniſters of 
his Church. In handling whereof 1 hauc ſomewhat ar large(andyet '+ ? 
not fo largely as vpon many occaſions I might) declared the parti; 
cularstherofin ſuchſort and maner ag at the firſt I purpoſed them, * 

and the ſcope whereuntoI haue had reſpeR,did require: And have” 
The /um plainly prooued by apparant reaſons,cuidence ofthe word of G9 
ef the whol the iudgementof the Fathers, and paQiſc of al times, Thatthe mim? 
treatiſe. © ſter of God to theend he may be enabled and not diſcouraged in his Mm is 
ry,ought'to baue ſuch maintainance, allotted aſſured him as is iberal &, © 
ſufficient ,ana the ſame certaine not voluntarie:that fo he may as well huow, 5 
what to receine for his maintenance as to doe and performe for lis office. Tv 


' + * X = "< 
2 RIES = 

> «BS _ 21 

#2: TO 2 i 


; -2F'Y g* $ OO he. oi RG So ea Be oat NE Manas 7h... - 
«ws 3 ON + , po EN 


* The Maintenanceofthe Miniflerie. 17: Chap 16. 
this, ener yone that is a hearer of the word, 'muſt for his part,without re« S- 
Spett what others doe, according as God hath enabled him yeeld and contri- + "= 
brute,out of ſueh 000As in general,and out of all ſuch goods in ſpeciall,as God 1 


hath bleſt him with with. Wherein no waine pretenſes,no idle excuſes cas 
zake placesfor God will not be mocked. This being Gods rule undmeaſure,. 
that what amanſoweth,that alſo ſhall he reape... 

 Fouching.the practiſe of this doQrine, He thatreades aduiſedly- - 
what haue written, ſhall plainly percciue ,That the amncient and v+ 
ſuall prattiſe of our Church was agreeable herexnto, For ſo long asour 
Miniſtery enioyed wholly her endowments, her offcrings and her 
tithes : in aword ſo long as there 'were in the land none other: 
then Rectories, ſo long ascach fort of: Tithes Per/oral as well as 
Predial were ducly paid vnto the Church : ſolong eur miniſters. 
could notbut be condignely mainteined, From which looke how. 
farre the eſtate of our miniſtery atthis. preſentis declined, fo farre 
doe we come ſhort of the due and right praftiſe of this.doftirne.. 

The principall cauſe that- hath moued me to handle this args 
ment,hath beene the loueI beare vnto the Church of God,and fer=- | 
uentdefireT haue to fee the Miniſterie thereof in our land at length. -  * 
to flouriſh,orat1caſt robe competentlie pronidedfor, &redzemed from. .* 
that ſeruile condition,needines &contEpt,wherein a great part the= ©, I} 
rcof doth dwel.- The ſight and notion wherof cannotbut moue the» NF 
harts of all ſuchas ſincerely loue learning and religion, to lament- 40. 
.it,& to deſire, and, whatin them is, indeuour theredrefle thereof, 

To bring this throughly to palle, the rightand beſt way is, That 
the truc,and ancient practize of our Church in this behalfe, which - 
yet continues (God be praiſed) in the greate{t part of our land, and 
inmoſt pariſhes, might bereſtored into all, and firmely fctled a-- 
gainethroughouttheſame.. - © 

But of that ſeeing there is little hope, the nextway is, That the 3 
ſlate of our Miniſterie for maintenance _ be reduced as neere - + 
vnto that beſt and abſolute courlke, as poſlibly and conveniently : 


might be, S. 
- - How this might be effeQed, may be perceyned by that I hauc 
written. 


Which Thaue publiſhed to the worſd, in hope thereby to occali-. 
on ſachof the lay (orte as are godly minded, of their owne accord, 
fo farre as-lies in the; to put theſame in praQtiſe:thoſe thatbe of the 
miniſterie; better to conlider of itseſtate and miſerice,& with mee to- 
-openthcirmouthes-in ſo good and neceſſary a cauſe; Neither am T. 
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altogether without hope that the ſame may be ſome motiueand inc 
ducement vntoſuch as hein place of authoritic, to prouide for itby 
hoicſome and efftectuall Lawes. * | 
Thecauſesand motiuesthat haue bred and confirmed in mee thig 
hopcandexpefation are thelez; | FE, 

x. For the matter handled the whole treatiſe throughout, I have 
delivered nothing but the truth, nothing but what is conſonant to 
the word of Gad, to reaſon & equitie,and toall auncient and good 
practiſe. Forthoughl dare notatlume vnto my ſelfe (letno man ſo 
vnderſtand mee) that euery ſentence, cuery reaſon and argument, 


euery anſwere is ſuch: yet for the maine points and more general 
politionsthemſclues, I holdthem to bee ſo agreeable to tructh, & 
conſonant toreafon, that I doubt not to attirme, That therein I 


haue ſpoken nothing but the trueth, PIES whats agrecable 
to reaſon andequitie: and therefore ought where wee faile tobe put | 
in practiſe, aſwell as where already weare in the right be continued, : + 
2, Inregardofthe perſons who it concerneth , namely the mini- 
ſters,& thoſe not afew,of our Church,the miniſters I ſay of the Gok 
pel, and Preachers. of the word of God. Their caule it is that I doo 
Fanlic then grecuances that I doo make knowne. And it ſemeth'vn- 
r6 mee, That ſceing there is regard had of men of all other profcl- 


_ ions, & vpon due{uggeſtion, convenient relief & remedies graun- 


ted & affoorded from time to time for their wants & diftreſles, there 
is greatreaſon & cauſe why we ſhould hope, thatthey allo may ob- | 
rein the like fauour & benefkit,the like or greater cauſe once 'appea- 
ring. For, for my part, | can not, nor will not conceive fo cuill-of 
thoſe thorough whoſe hands theſe things mult paile, and by whole 
meanes principallie this kinde of redreſle muſt come, that they will 
be vpright & indifferent to all ſorts of perſons elſe,& partiall & hard 
vnto the miniſters ofthe Goſpell only. Though it be true,that, The 
Laytic 1s alwaics offended withthe Cleargic, & ready to hurt them 
what they can: yet my perſwaſton is, that this ſhalbe found true, but 
only in the vulgar ſorte of thE:& that the better &worthier ſort, ſpc- 
Cally they,who are cholcn & iingled out from allthe reſt;as men of 
an vpright hearte & fearing God, wil ſhew-themſelues euery way It. 
different toone as wel astoanother: anJ howſocuer-any paſſion or” 
affeRion may {way them this or that wayeat home 1n their private . 
aflaircs, yct beein g in place where only the Commune Bonem of Ch. = 
or countrie is to be reſpeRed , they will with the heathen man em- 
ploicd for his common wealth, Simultates depenere,lay alideall grud 
85 
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The Maintenance of the Minifterie. 173 Chap, 10.  W- 
gcs & pallions, & looke only to.that which their place and calling, . "5 
£quitie and pictie requireth at their hands. >; '_l 

3. The preſcnttime: In whichzreligion being now throughly ſer- 
led, Herelies extirped, Schilmes ſuppretſed, & all contentions about | 
doftrine or di{cipline wel quicted, allo knowledge & learning abod- 
ding, & the vic & nececflitic of a learned miniftcrie morethen here= 
tofore appearing, that opportunitie is offered to prouide for the cx- 
tcrnall (tate & good of the Church and miniſterte thereof, which in | 
former times was nottobee had, | 

4. The preſent eſtate of qur, miniſterie; which differing farre from 2 
that ſome zo. or 40. yeares, agoe it was, necc{larilic requircth-a bet- ny. 3 
ter regard to be had thereof, For then the miniſteric was filled vv .. ' 3 
with Tag, rag, ſuch as the time would yeeld: Taylers, Weauers,Co- | 
blers,&c. and whoſocuer cl{c bat wenld, was madea prieſt. Whole 
delcrt commonly was luch, That if they had but x, pounds a ycarc, 1 3 
letle (if their maint. ſhould be proportioned to their merit ) was 18 3 
envugh for them. But now (God be thanked) our miniſtery cither > 
is,or (if duc pruuiſton for them were alloteed) preſently might bee 
ſtoared with able & learned men. And were it not Iamentable(what 
if Ifayd intollerable ? ) That ſuch,men,, graduates , Preachers, &c. 
ſhould be faine to ſcrue;, (as oft they doo) like hoſe heape prieſts, tor 
x, pounds a yearc? And thatmen, having ſpent their friends wealth |; 
their owne patrimonic, their golden time & belt daies, in greatan' 0 
ſundry ftudics, ſhould be inforced to accept of 4 pee/d Benefice not 
worth aboue 20. pounds, or zo. pounds a yearc? Is this condigne 
reward for ſuch ſtudies & expenſes? & fit maintenance forſuchmen? 
Surcly in minc eye, it is an indignity ſo great, That with /eſſe ſina great 
deale might we continue and keepe ſtill thoſe unworthie men in the miniſterie, 
then, not prouiding due and competent maint. for them , procure in '}: 
the/c: conſidering that tocontemne and abaſe them that arc worthy 'N 
contempt is in it ſelte no great fault; but to make them contempri- Eh 
ble that deſerue honoyr, and debaſe thern that for their learning & i'8 
excellent gifts are worthy double honour and great preferment, can F 
be no ſmall offence. "x1 

5. Whereas the reucrend fathers ofour Church haue by their late 

Canons prouided, and will no doubt te their wttermoſt, carcfully ref- 
pe the obſcruation thereof; viz., that hencefoorth none be admit- 
ted into the miniſterie, but ſuch, as in ſome tollerable meaſure be fit 
therefore; I ſee not how they can tothe full performe this, vntill all 


their Churches be duely prouided for, offome tollcrable & compe- | _ 
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ecnt naintenancewhich in many roo. Churches is yet' watitinghyt | 
mult, will they nijll they, now & then lay their hands'on ſome ynfit 


&vnlcarned perſons; [eaſt elſe, ſuch poore, ranſacked and impayred, 
Churches. beleftwholly deſtitute. Wherfore, it behooues that ber. 
rer-prouiſion be madethen yet in many places is:til which be done, 
the fault & caule in mine opinion.is rather to be imputed 'vnto thoſe 
that,ratherthen they will ducly prouide for Churches, will hauc 


ſuch : then vnto thoſe, that ſuch neceſſitic compelling,ordeineſuch 


to be in the miniſteric. | | 
6..Thisalſo doth not alittle encourage mee;for that I doo not,as 
affeing innouation and lingularitic broach any itraunge, new,dif- 


ficult and yntried courſe, but (again(tall ſuch as affe newfangled,. 


confuſed and deformed platformes) doo, vrge only -A Reducing (and: 
that but in ſome meaſure) where wee haue by corruption of times 
digretled, Ynto that courſe, which alreadte planted in the land, lince Po- 


pery vnder Popery,and beforePoperie, hath continued, in moſt ple- ; 
ces ts ſtill praftized, and for the particulars is ſuch, & of ſuch ſorte, as. 
I am aſſured noreaſonable and religious man,but will calily graunt,, 


that it were to bee wiſhed might in allplaces bee ſetled, 

7. Thethings in particular that I intimate to-necd redreflc, arc (0 
few,{oreaſonable,ſo neceilary, & ſo calle to beeffeRed and had;that 
1s to ſay "ns ; 

1. An endowment of all Churches;alſthoſe Beg gerlie ftipends that 
many where yet doo (tand, being wholly remooued & doope away. 


2. Alargerendowment of ſome Churches,which hitherto are very. - | 


[parcly,badly;and vnreafonablic endowed, tents 
3. A mitigation of ſome vnreaſonable, and ouerhard Cuſtome$ 
preſcriptions and Compoſitions, © 23 


- 


4. A dueprouilion tor.recoucrie of per/onall tithes,cither in kinde 
by Computation, or (more likely to be obteined.) not in kinde, by:  ? 


ſome reaſonable & real compoſition. Theſe things are I ſay ſo few, 

ſorcafonablz, ſo neceſſary, and fo calie tobceeffeed, that verely 1. 

doo hope,few or none will oppoſe thereagainſt, © 
8. Adto theſe the effects and vic of theſe things, namely the in-- 


crealcand condigne- reward oflearning, the furtherance of the Go 


pell; the bettering ofour minifteri c, the planting of able & worthy: 
teachers (where now they are moſtſcldome found) in the greatelt 


congregations, and by conſequence, the peoples owne ſaluatiom&. 
ni £ good, &c. All which, with other like laudable ctfefts cal. 
hy. noth tout enſuc of the praRtiſe hereof, if itwere in all. places'in Joe. |, 
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good meaſure ſetled, Thercis great delire pretended atthis dai 
a lcarned miniſtcrie,& nota few doo ſec, that the greatelt & in ma. 
ner the only let thereto at this preſent is want of maintainance, If 
the delire thereof be as great and ſincere, as the meancs to procure 
Amainr. 1s ordinaricand cafie to be had , the thing,delired will with 
great facilitic andreadines he accompliſhed. © © 

9. It doth alfoappearc,that there is great care had,& much defire 
exprelſed,to weed popery out of the land,& reducethe fautorsther- 
of into a better courfe. To which purpole former lawes haue lately 
bene much and worthily explained calarged & corroborated, This 
can by no one means better be cifected,then by encrealins(bymeans 
of good maintenance)the number of good &ableteachers. Where 
dos {ugh commgly deſire to neftle themſeclues,but in ſome obſcure 
and blind places where is little orno preaching? And what Miniſters 
of our Church doe they more favour, then ſuch as bee ignoravtand 
{1mple? which argues, The more preachers, the fewer papiſts ; The 
better Miniſterie,theletle popcrie.: Light and darknes, preaching 
and papiſtrie wi:Ineuer dwell together, Sothat this is one principall 
way indeed Se wi et Sanguine to root out and expell from among 
vs this peltilent religion, ot — 

40. Mereoucr,] doe {ce that the performance heereof will tend 
much to the NM ue tac Golpcll, and-prailc of vsthat profetle itz 
as contrariwiſe, the negle& and omitlion hercof is to the reproach 
of the one and ſhame of the other. For how can it be other then a 
reproach and diſhonqurto our land, that God having blelt it aboue 
other lands with varietic and plentic of all things, yet no ſmall 
naver of the miniſters of God p 
hungry & barreſoile,in neede & penurie of al things?that profeſling 
rcligion and pretending a zeale vnto the Goſpel,we ſhould yet hold 
in contept & vile account the Miniſters of the Goſpel? & ſhould ſut- 
fer th2m(as hicherto in many places) to live by the curteue of the 
people,no due maintenence prouided for them? And how can it be 
| buta reproach & diſcreditto our towns & Cities, to our tradeſ-me & 
artificers (if they could ſee their owne ſhame)that whereas the Mini- 
Nters that liue in the countrie pariſhes & among husband-men,doe 
commonly liue in very good Fe equallwith the wealthier of the 
place;ſuch asliue in townes and cittics,among tradeſ-men, &c, liuc 
commor:ly mn very poore and needie cſtate, like vnto the poorer 
| fort: andthatamong the former, though the pariſh benot aboue 
309.0r 40, houſholdes,the Miniſter liues betterthenamong the Jater, 
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P « - x20 
Lo © 4 
IE 
Per 4 "; 
© *%- : n_ "as 
6) "We; - © * - 
Fl *. - 
. by of F, - 
Et” = + of. he 
=> "Yer x Par es... 
=> 7 "Oe "EY 
; p 4 #2. Sa 
% a KOO” 
* wi 
np -». c = 
Y Fa aa AAS x ONE + . 

F- x7 = 3. - 
a 6 » 4 £79 "2H - gd "5. 
=” X es PIR Tg, VEE # oy > 0b, 
a. by DN 9 £ 


- ſj 
a 8 
A 4 5g by 


- place, proui cd and Feed, that erat 7 they! 
afivell as in Loudon,it migat trucly beſaid ,That(vitkesith 
*their owne default) There is not one Sinks wits very poore 


bo HA7 ty E yp ; 


. 
K., 


therein, | | on 
Phil. Jud Fheſewithſome other,which here for verybrevitics fakel omit, # , 
* ofthe leyj. bethe Confiderations,which, I oft reuoluingin my'minde and j gy > $i” 
dering vpon;hatte wrought in methat hope and expectation b fo # 
mentioned. The 1{ſuc and euentwhereof 1 referre to God alc 


«5a $4. whoſe hands are the hearts.of all men, and whoſe is the caule hz 
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The God of all grace, authourand giucr of eucry- good. iſt, ſo. 
\ grindine' workcinall thoſe thatprofetſethe name 6f Thri#\, and: debire wy. 


CUM 
© ridearny, - proſperitic of his. Goſpell , by the inward operation. of his, 
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